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AdvertlfetneDt concerning the Faults of 

the Prefs. 

NOh^itbflamBi^ the Care ha$ been us*d in coneS'n^ thk 
Bio\, yet the Reader mufl wUh bk Fen amend at foWms* 
In the Prrface^ to awid Ambtgrntj^ for Mcnnoiaite read Menno- 
nift. Page 24. line g. read loaic before PhUofophers. The 
Marginal Uatein p. 41* markt tbut Q) ottgbt to be refeii toL^ 
of p. $0. F. 7$. /• i5* /or eighth read leveath. Inp.po.L 
ig. after the n^i^Minds, addtbk Period : From the fiiiie Ori* 
gioal, and in the fame maimer, die Poets did vailly incrcaie 
the Catalogue of the Gods, apdftrophing as fuch not onfy the 
Winds, Meters, Clouds, Rivers, Fountains, Hills, ana dl 
Parts of the Uniyerle ^ but likewife Facultys, Mfiooi, 
Habits, Accidents, and every thing they cou'd exprels by one 
word, or which chey coaM addreU as a Perfon j and they pre- 
lently nude it a God or a Goddefs, as the Word happen*d co 
be of the Mafiruline or Fenunine Gender, which was all the 
ftule diey cbfervM in Deitys of fo litde confequenoe. Pag^ 
103. L IO0 for on read over. P« 127. /• 2g. read moijr jtffife 
Mediators. P. 174. for met read mete. P. 184./. 2. afo 
Rdations, read the Refults of peculiar internal Difpofitioosi or. 
F. 199. /• 20. blot out of before Aftion. P. 22$. /• 29. fir 
licde read ftiiKed. In tbe Notes; conlequati k put fir ooqie- 
qunti in tbe lafiUne of p. 80, as i km for U in tbe fiUlme 
of p. 49. andperbaps tbere may be found a few others like tbefey mf 
capable to perplex an intelligent and candid Reader* life Greek ^ 
printed without Accents^ wbkh are a ufeUfs^ trouble fom^ and m 
very antient Invention ; nor (bou'd tbere have bin any Abbreviations 
or Ligatures y bad tbe Autber*s JDireSions bk obferv% there bdng 
no more Reapm or Authority for fuch things in the Greeks than ^ 
tbe latiuy to /peak nothing of tbe Beauty of tbe Page. 
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PREFACE; 

Beirtg' a Letter to a 'Gentle- 
tiian in London, fent to- 

f ether with the following 
)iflertations, and contain- 
ing the fe veral Occafions 
of writing them. 



3>l aU your Utters ^ ^ 7 <3^, 
you inpnuiUe that conpder' 
ihg the Tlace I am m, and 
the Compary 1 keepy I muji 
needs forget r/ty 'Books as tfeU as my Ac- 

a tjuaintance ; 
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The fxehct, 

^uaitttance ; which yw kintily endea- 
"i'our to excufe, tho not wholly to 
af>proye, M for ohferVmg no re* 
gular Correfponaeme y I helkVe you 
receiVd Satisfaflion in my lafi^ nor 
are you io (XpeH any thing more 
frcM me on that Suhjeti : where- 
fore nowy inftead of the pihUc tiews 
or the private Intrigues of this part 
of the World, I U fend you fame ac- 
count of my ofl>n Studys, 'T«, / 
readily confefs, one of the harrenefl 
md leajl entertaining Jhemes I coud 
take i hut you may thank your felf 
for the Trouhle, as 1 hope you II ac- 
quit me from the Choice, Andy firji 
of all, I mufl frankly fay, that you 
are "Very unjuji to this Country, and 
that all your Comparifons between 
foggy Air and cloudy UnderftandingSf 
between flfiw Minions and dull Con- 
ceptionsj between hnmenfe Wilds ^and 
Marjhes and mMgefied ImagirtdHons 
or immethodital {jmm$n pl^cety mt 

altogether 
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^ The Preface. 

dtn^ttheir groknStfs z nor needs there 
any other Cenfstre of your §*artidtty^ 
than to fut you in mind of thofe 
^reat tiimes for War and Teace^ 
J9r Arts and Utter s^ which tins 
Cotmtrjf has in dl thius produc'd, 
with which it is adom'd at frefent^ 
4nd with rnany of "ifhom you nu^ 
haVe agreeably con'pers'd at London^ 
were you left Conceited of your owri 
Countrymen, or had you a greatef 
regard to Strainers, For there's hut 
too much reajm for hhe Qm^aintSf 
which moji Foreipters make of the 
(oUne/s and NegleQ they commonly 
meet in England, and "Pery often 
frmt thofe to yi^jm abroad they ha've 
Hn mofi frtenMf and ohligmg*, 

u 7 HIS Town^ where I remain 
tit prefentf fetms to he the Metropolii 
ef ^olitenefs and GaUantry, As he* 
b^ the Seat of the ^oyernment^ you 
may be /ure the moft refi»*d Wits, 

as <> 






The Pteface. 

tie' mojl Jhining .!Be4utySj and th 
piofi Jplendid E^iuipaga make a Figure 
here j bejtdes-^ ferpetud Xoncpurfe 
gf- Sir anger $y y}4en of the^-firjl Di- 
ftinFlion inx their jowtu Qountryi^'^whofe 
Curio fit f excited^ ^and^ ^who/e Fortunes 
enabled \m Vo* fee» other Men and 
Manners. , 'Jho^ they ^ abound ^ Ti/ith 
true and ufeful IQtowledg^ yet J own 
to^ you^' that, tf>enh little\to 4>e' found 
nfwwhat \the. mifiaken World «. apt to 
konor with tht nmne of ^Learning j 
ttnd^ tha tixy Jyi'Ve Variety of eoccellent 
^ooksy yet'bookijh Torers,for Wif^ 
im^ are the irioji contemptible fort 
of Animals ammg 'em. To . judg of 
thmgs here . by Appearance^ there's but 
one continud Seine of LaVt dnd Gay^ 
ety among the Young and the Fair^ 
temper d indeed^ :\but not \ interrupted 
hy tl)e Men of 'Politics and EmployT 
ment^ A hafly- ) Taffenger^ '\ot\ one 
that cannot, pn^uc^ hmfeilf' into all 
Co,mpan)s^fiesi\n9. more ^ .rand, kno'^s 
• i i ii lefs 



The Prefacet 

Ufs than be did at borne ^ \hy gt^'t^^ 
his Friend f^ a' tnrong Account. But 
believe me^ S J(]^^ I fieVer mtt in 
my- Tart with choicer or more n«- 
meromCoUeElions of ^ooh in privatt 
LibrarySj with freer hiquirerir into tbi 
Series .. of Hifjtory and the Secrets of 
T^aiurtj nor with anf^ {in- a word) 
who betttr Mnder flood \th^-^ Art of 
m^khig Stjidyra help t^ Gmy erf ation^ 
of readings to good purp^fe by praBifing 

the Wot Id y^ of. j^j^^^ j^i^^^^ ff fi^ H ^ 
from LearAingf and Qirefnoi^j from 




! ' ^ . i ^ fucb a . ^iate you maf 
imagine it-:, mujk be my tBwn fault, if 
I wgleSi • thoje = Studys, fe which you 
hiow me fo much addifhdf. atid-wb^ 
I may rather infroVethandbaUfbniy 
Juch Variety af diitgrtii^ hmyals, 
iiiajfur^vyou, ■. thai wUitl tnjoy Heakh 
'itifil lAherty, ktrCcnfiderotionffljall he 
'ohle to Jehm.Vy'^mi •• frotti )\the itfe 

>.rv>i. a 3 of 






The Preface. 

•jT ^00 i !Boohj wherein J am per? 
Jnaded the only perfe& f leafage it 
tc be found : for tho J lo^e a ^re4i 
nhnrf other TU^ures natural to Man, 
mid that I temperately md^lge pty felf 
iff. ali that are lawful, yet J muji 
agree mth common Experience, thaf 
in eyery one of them there's altfajs a 
tmxture of Vain^ either nt fhe £30- 
peiitUm, ift the Eitjoyrnentf or in tht 
(^opfetjuencts } whereas hi ^«g oVer 
an entertairimg ^ook, the <^ader 
tafls an aikfabue SaiufaHim withut 
any Sfiurhn^ Allay, unmindful of dje 
fafiy not felicitous for the future^ and 
phpily taken up with his prefent Hap- 
pinefs. 1 hgVe therefore fhe Corner 
and the Will to purjut my former 
Mtudys, as well as many Occapons to 
ijiicnaft that J^owledg, whkh is the 
Ormamnt and Terfe^n of okr ti*- 
twe : hit you are to impntf the 
fmall Advances 2 iwdie ifnier fiieh 
ffpourahk Ciremfiances* not ttf 

ma 
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The Preface." 
want of bulthatmy hut of Qapa- 

m 

4, TfiO 1 have lejs Sufinefs 
than fme People rM,- or at leaft re- 
port , jet when 1 firfi came hither, I 
did refohe to confine my felf to ^ead^ 
ifff md Conyerje, Ti^nhout ever ytfld' 
titgto the lemptatutn of wrttmgfo much 
AS 4 fmmliar Letter : ItU 1 was cjuitkly 
obligd to take other Mtafuresy by the 
repeated Defres of a Correfpondenty to 
vim 'tt*$ not In my pomer to deny 4ny 
tUm. '\The ^erfon lives on this fide 
the Stdy ' tho not in this Town ; and^ 
wihat inn further mortify your Tar- 
ik^y it is a fair Lady, who was 
pkdt'd ta ask my Opmion concemim the 
SuljtBs of the three firfi THjfferta* 
HoH^irtrnTacquet annext, and iMh 
IfMto co^yhtce you that I was no^t 
'"V yb Ue at you thought. She*s 
' to 'In Mm of con fatuous Dignityy 
hiit idt that mpiirtf you to know 

a 4 at 




•■■,> 

The Preface. 



^, i\u yy ao J jee tm tnmoji 
Jbofights of your §ouly 06 well 04 tj 
I M.the manam^- of all iti^^Weiji^bu 



at. frefent of . her, T erf on, ,, 
^, NO W do I fee the inmofl 

>f 

and., J^rings^,^ oruhad the "Hm fgrmng^ 
of] yqtir JBr^, ., Xou. max •ifl'^?"^^*' 
houi-9ften I\tfi44^ P<»[tfil:ytH^tker 
$ex ,^mft, j<yi<r,,<Prf;i^ie^f,,f Jtfeer 
tkn jfour jHdg^ent.^ . .J -w^Sr^^^jftqus^ 
ttstr^ie, of thpQ^efs.4sm;Sh,^^fr> 

only ,dram frpm jhe yhaj^al S^\h. 
cpurfe. of. your (jtn^$amns^\^Jr(ff^i}x. 
ordinary had Educ/itionof.H^q^n^.or. 
frotfi the famous Ladys 0^^ tlf^t M^ce^ 
where youkafper^X(obefiffi^^^^^^ 
mh K^hom y<m hdd, a morf. immti 
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T|ie Pyefac^ 

of our Sex ufe to, he, who are not 
c»kivated and polipt by Coity^rfiition 
or Letters ; and that the U^'Pes and 
Daughters of fuch Tetifants haVe ge^ 
nerally, . more Wtt and -CwpniMji,.,.,^ 
greater /hare of 'Breeding .i^\S^a^^ 
city ? Whether the Exdujim Mf , Wormti 
from Learning be the iijfeSi .of. inye-; 
terate Cufiom^ or proceeds from De^ 
fign in the Men, Jhall be no Inquiry 
of mine : . but if a Woman once in 
her Ufe. happens to. pry into iBoo/u, 
And th^t upon t\44 Jbt gr,pws trdulfk' 

S, > ageaed^ or-ridk^ous , {as. 'ti^. 4 
fmd to one .(he. I does not) "wb4,x4 
clutter do we nuAe about this matter^ 
hgmjeady are we to improve it ag^nfi 
their natural Genius^ and what Jrir 
umphs are we decreeing to the Su^erk? 
ority of our own Underjlandings ? 
lf{bereafi^ Godknows^ this is nothing 
k^Mll to the purpofe^^ or at mo ft hut 

who 






The Preface. 

mho are cklyi Smatterers in Learn'mgy 
fuperfcid Readers of ^ooks, the 
Jworn Heralds of Juthors and Edi* 
(iotiSy CoHleHors of hard or high- 
fmmJ^ Words arid crabbed Thra/eSy 
ft^r Hunters after ^les and Ety* 
Pfoloxjs, w mere SchoUrSy and thert' 
fort mere Affes, lwm*t repeat what 
/ lenimfirated to you ( for I thottght 
it tportb the Tains) about the Tarky 
of th tntelleiiual Organs in both Sexes^ 
and that what puts Vm both on the 
fame fwt in Vifcourfe of ordinary 
'Bufmefs Ctfhich is depy^d by no body) 
inakes *em equally capable of 'i/r/m- 
froVementSf had they ht i^ally the 
fame Advantages of Educatiorty Trd- 
"Pel^ Cw^anyy and the Management of 



^, 



<5. i MIGHT ^fpenfe mhiht 
TrwtWf of alle^mg ^tgons\ ' ti^t 
^xpejrwue is fa ^x/v'e/i d/i^'j^i 
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The Pre&ce. 

tat fame itdire Vtiumes, which I re* 
fUmmnidfd to ywr Library ^ coiUaining 
mfhif^ km the Uves of fuch Womm^ 
tfiliang the Antientt and the Moderns ^ 
04 hefOHie fatiffim fi| their owi TW, 
#)f4 deftrVd to hiOfe their Names 
tranfimtted to ^(fierity^ far their atkr 
mir^kU IVritims in Thikfophji^ Diyi* 
jmj. Morality, a^d ^ftory, m Ferff 
imd ^rofg^ at well a$ for their af^ 
froVd Skill in fPainting^ {» Mujkkf 
and in a/| the other Arts and Sciences^ 
in- the Condit£^ of fomudoHe Vf^ars^ 
and the Adrn'mifiratim of Q)til Affairs^ 
no lefs than in friv^e Oeconon^, 
DioQEijrEs LkEKTivts dedi» 
cotes to a Lady the Htfiory of the Opt" 
nions as well as the Uves of the antient 
^hdt^hers\ and therefore TM mufi 
fuppofethat fte underjiood their federal 
SyJiemSf many ef 'em extremely 'mtrP- 
tste ^ aifirufej effeciaUy thofe in 
Whith^ mfi i^tdy m fhilof^ 



T^c Pitfaoe, 

lifynjiew Menace jui written a 
whole Stok of the Female ^tilofofheri , 
mfcrih'd to a Woman, mm \alC»ey the 
QtUbrattd yadam-D % c itE &, 0/u^ 
tar to tbex.^rtat ^MltAog^f T a.n nr 
qvfL Ca.ber. ''tiU-.tbt Learifed 
WwU V hat do^e Jufike to ; htr. txcel- 
le»t Wofkr^ ,and nohodjf.^yefiions but 
fixV one ,ffvthi heft. Cricks., tf pur 
TimeiiitheOre^ and'\ Li^tiif .AntkoKi, 
rfwiieb ihe^ ampU fin/utn Jetd'd , om 
berh} Aei.Brench.^^ is, truly Jbe 
weakeji 'Axgwnenty \ cmfiJkriAg fomt 
i; iJtbers tha ure in. his fay, I coud 

write a Volume to you.myijelf of fuch 
as 1 kn9W ta-. be irk feytral.^.arts. 'sf 
Europe, without recaOtngfriim the Dead 
the ^jtlfagoric.Ladi^ of antient Italy, 
And among, diyer* i$hers, in .England 
(where ney^erthtlefs they.:4rii,'j/:ar€eue- 
noi^h):jmmMy 'find yi l^ fijtt pet' 
fonaOj iki^mv: M. m^\i'. «^. k .ahfidiitfi 
Mftrp ^i tligiiM:y,alfJh'4^ Spm- 
Mmsu i» ^ktfiJ^t^^Jifi^ ^/^ ^'^ 
•:ni\uoW with 






The < Preface; 

loith an \ ea/y Itwn'jof Stile and ArxU' 
mem bai dtfindt^ Mr. L oic k's Effay . 
oF Human \Xn6triiAndin^y* aga'mft 
the '^Letters , of \ an Eminent DiVifie, 
Her.'Bookti intititVd^ A Defence of 
the. Effay p£ HUman Underftand- 

ing, written* by Mr, Lock, 

Iq Anfwei^ to fome Remarks on 
chat Effay. v - •"• . ■. ■■■. 

7. F 3^ Wdimm wtfely ^oyern' 

ingt of >Stat^. and their yatfartt (jonduEl 

in War, I need not go hack to the 'Bahj* 

Imiin S E M I R A XI I s, -'> thi Scythian 

T tto M,Y R's s; t)ie ^^mip> Bo A- 

D 1 c'fi.A , «c the 1Nil)nyreah> Z. e N o- 

M'A. '• VPi>^ think you of Ma r- 

GARElt the' ftmous ^gent of the 

Sffoni/h \ Tsletheriands ? And- hov> often 

lifayeJ knoim iyoutranf ported in nad* 

if^.. the. glmrioiu'. Annah^ tf .ouk wn 

mfi learned Lin^ft^ Q^P* B i^ i z a' 

BET. H,V If ho chdfe am direfied 'her 

wcompdrahle CwnJeUors, and'tfiba wifely 



The Preface 

^yt btfn t9 tbe Tafifis tf htr Fa* 
nrMtbe firfi^ tUt fiie m^hi after- 
wmd$ {m fht Sd) mkb the grmn 
Sttmitf tfttkbfi the Treieflam ^eli-^ 
pm m 41 tmpMkem FmmxUtm ? tW 
jht kcmm m a fmJI time tbe lerrot 
ef her Emmfs^ tbe Darlit^ ef her 

mdfiBri eM fir^ them "mth EnYy 
mi Memeumi^ m fiebu (mce done 
the wkk yFmUmkbber ^me. At 

^rjkxs tke fime Iheme^ mdmhe fnro- 
ffftt El 11 A BE TB^ ber ^at"^ 
term, demdmtif fmswieid Ldif is 
ttfik !<• ^ Ftr m ^ ydii f 
m Mkt wLtfie^er fir tie jAm- 
m/hmtmef cemmmjtfke m her Jh* 

fktts if Sm eiti mmartm Anmft hf 
Lmi^ m ktii^tkCrmd JUuntt 
^/» W9 ifw^ l(4liw mifer^ 

mi pe%^mti A *<^ > <*» 






The Preface.' 

Wars in Qermany^ Flanelirs^ Sfdn, 
md the hidies : fo (1>W ftems to be 
yet a mi^nter Tajk) p>e heps fuck 
an eVen balance anumg the JeVeral ^ 
cwtenditi^ Partys at hmne, that they 
arenu able, accordir^ to their iuna' 
turalDifpofitioHs, to opprefsor deVow 
one another ; an^ etfen fmS as oppofe 
her juft 7itle in fa>or of a pretended 
iBr^her^ find- her as merciful in her 
Lenity 1 thetr ^erfomsy as prudent in 
presenting tlji'ir permcioM Defigns,. 
She has giyen fufficieta Proofs that 
pie viUmtbeinjUiencd by the Clamors 
of 'Bigots from any Q^ter^ us meU 
kmnnng 'em to be the rejilefs Fvebraads 
of Society y and the Difturbers of the 
piMic TranqkiBtyt under pretence of 
having greater jSial .than ethers fw 
^bgiouy while they ondy fuf> formari 
their .am ^trticular &i^ and 1De-> 
.fipUy <ih) stnder the fajfe cokr <f 
advmang Go/^i Caufe or the Cbt^dL 
2{eVtrthel^s . Jhe genermjfy imdeoDmn 

$9 
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to ^qulit 4^ fatisfy the J^inJs of alt 
jorts of hferiy wthout negleBing the mofi 
nnreafonable ; which extraordinary (^ood^ 
nefs .( not duly under flood at the begin^ 
ning^) did animate the malignant Tarty 
toobalfldy to fhow their vindiBiVe and ar^ 
bitrdry Spirit^ as it drew fome peaceable 
Murmurings from th Friends of Liberty^ 
out of Apprehen/ions for her Majefiys 
Safety ahdthe TreferVation of the tow- 
monwealth. !But her Enemy s were 
fadly difappdinttdy and her dutiful Sub" 
jtHs (tjofonably confirm'iy when it 
appear d to all the World {and to u$ 
here efpeciaUy ) by her Speech at the 
openir^ of this Siffion of parliament y 
that Jhe Ufoud not only govern the 
Q)urch andState according to the known 
Laws of England^ • but HkeTt^ife refo- 
htely maintain the ^gd Succeffion in 
theTroteJlant Uney with a full and im- 
partial Toleration to all froteftant Dif- . 
fenters. Mere's but a fhort CharaBer 
^^f what's due r« the Merits of a Wq^ 

man^ 
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meaty and thit under the Difadvanta^e 
of /uccifding ft nrtat 4 Man as i\jng 
WiitiiiM. Or if then Wanted 
yet an Et^0m^t>^ &l(f(j, to reconcile 
you iA female. Ab^iyi 1 Hfoud alkd^ 
the ^fffUfftiim Hgir sf- <mr Qmm^ 
her. Ele&ontl Hithnefi { tht^meeU 
S o p.«LA % u)h m the mam IM- 
gu(^t fik fpeah /it perfeSHp, pr 
htr Vafi^J^mlei^ JtiMfiory^^ hei( 
dtep^ hligh^m ShUtfiAfftirs^ md mt 
undenflmiMt^ of the prmipd Cmtrot 
ytr^ > jf c%%iflW/< 4md\^kl9/iphjfj «r 
hij^'\9fflailded,fym^i(if the Learned 
Mem ik. €!^tfe4 . '^m^^^^if after all 
tbtfe ^^om \arid 4nfimctt^ ym an 
mf I jjftt ( kectrne « fincert iOtnVert^ 

jMi'. .JM^ *b^ ^ '^ fronomd 
an Jbfma» . Hereikk^l bu$ be deii^ 
lrgrV«lwrvfo the Stan oflhLadyi^ 

m m^'-ade^HOk ^mififmM of, y»uf, 
QmCl :'..■>■■■ ■'■ -..^i.'j^v,* •.;■• , \ 

'•■.. l-yviT l/./..^; -ir^vg. S-i^.X 
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The Prefacy 

^iw rlifposJ, iti n this mattir^ yet 

' tht' Length aihi Kumbif^U^f- th'Vi/' 

tmrjts { jmd^ l:^i:thy^^t an^a Jpfficient 

Affair tdit^kit^^du wrote jdf wyordi- 

'ihfiy^'VciHpitimu in this '(P^aceJ T/€ 

Lady at whoje %\qmfl - h 'WOte the 

rnQJl pf \7n^\ w\7in. m\ Quiilijicatioffs 

fQT comptelyendht^ tl?eir Contents^ m 

>n6rc^than JhiJ^anted dttfio^ty t6 proi 

fiJii^tU Qmjiims. < She wK^rfiMis iwne 

Vf {f:k'mtiintLa4iguage§^ j^o^kinows 

Wi^ well th'^-^trnp^rt^naof^JlmJ^^^ 

Viw^i wdl Miei^p^HoMutteni^f'i'aci with* 

OHt it. ^ut^^iheit :f(»>^^y(^pt :afAl 

fakcy^ds to^9hyiat€ thy$crnples cf 

thi>fe -to Ti?lMm ym may fktafionjdlx 

jhow ihefe -Lertaite X^ni*uyJi^^^yhaVe 

lia^ id' 'rfa \/» vai as ^ mirtp^as^^ytM 

fl^ef I ihiii^fidid glh^^^JOmgtnd 

/Words of the Q^tations in the Mm^r 

tho m my Vifcourfe to the Lady they 

7«*^ ^ t\)€t- [ami colkmud Thred and 

Stile 

y '" 
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The Pfefac<.r 

Stile with (he reft. This 1ms bin the , 
laudable Mi!iMd of th AfitientSy not- 
withjlmdtng the Moderms haye Jo 
firangely pet olexd their -Readers with 
tlje odd manner of infcrting their Au- 
tlmitys ; rtftr did e^er any. . ^rfon pre*- 
tend that a ^man Lady of good 
Senfe cou'd net read Cicero of 
Human Ducys, or his Ifi^loguei <z- 
hottf DfvinaciQrV) becaufehe has artful-, 
ly, -wrought irOi^his own TJSXt and Words ,^ 
jo. many T adages of ^he Greek Wr\^. 
tffis i ' »b^rm no Woman on, E^tb (and 
ytfy feifi^. hftft) can^rnif^f^ any thiffg^ / 

0i\. % e L> E N or ^S^Xx^ifh s I u s,/ 
Mrtthout.kein? tir'd and di/g^ed^ which 
coitkM not fatly tym had they m mm 
\ii ' the. '>«^4r La^^ages. 7o fay 
tlxft L^s \ oitght not .tq be trouUd 
with jinthqri^ \in ^w/o»w^ . is not 
^y to f^Mihit '. tbex affi- imreafonahk 
Qiatures^: :bHt\.alf»i tk^t -iih^ '-Scripture 
^fifHft mm^'^ut^eitfy!^ iui^eiigion i 
'ief4ufk^'the\-Meitp!ill not^ Jet thetf^ 
•'■■■ b 1 learu 



The Preface.' 

learn Hehtetify or that they are not 
w'tllmg themjehes to fpmi the Soft^ 
nefs of their Tromntldthn by fo harjh 
a Language, 

* 

9. TO'U may defend upon ir,- 
$1 3^, theit my Qjrrtj^ndent ts one of 
the tnoji curious Ttrjfons you eVtr 
knew J attd'']iftfhi/s of a. Vafi Compafi 
of l^omledg^ having rktid all ifjat's 
worth the pm iiHhe Mhdem /Jmguei, 
fo /peak. ftotBng ofthehfi TrtrnfU- 
iims fromtht "aiHient "OriziHah: md 

huhtlefs yM'hBim a \£^ t^ idttwe 
thofe old 'kUfn-ltlfat are lm£ finice > i!rd^ 
provided 'pc ^eems thi 'foting A?fe» 
iVat defihkUt among \thLiym^^ 
7ho fome nwf iUnk $B%BJf{^A 
ah imagirurjf'D(^y')f^*l ^^me yok 
m paritMitr that fijt'i a '>^ nil 
^fon, '*Wek' 1 tie nHhtr\ rept)ft^ 
loth to''icr^^]iH'y9U'a'ktttr O^kink 
if WoAy nyfih^ ffp>^if^ Ml 
ym to marffi aSd Ht^hpeMdftij^M 



The Pfeface. 

give fuch OH Ejlucatm to your' Dough* 
ttn {if. el¥r ym haVe , any) as to he 
a teadit{i Bxai^e to ofhfn ! for the 
TraBice. •/ one Man . of .Fort me, 
^irthf and ^t^i^ationg, ,hai often gone 
Very far (fi»ards reforming a whole 
Country, As for others^ 'tis no mat* 
tfr if they, flill beligve SE^EiiJ 
a Romantic ^^[amey lik^tk Marchionefs 
tf Monjieitr de Font£N£lle$ 
in />^ Plurality, of Worlds: for 
the'/B be fo Jufi however to acknolfr 
Udgy that if 1 bad the making of a 
jVomft acftrStg to my own Fancy ^ 
fit Jhoud }e ^utte another thii^ froift 
thpf^ Vrfw, ^iddyy dffe^e4, pf'^i^f^^ 
utnd gftj/^y^ thingiy who 4rf as cheap as 
they ar^ ^ common^ and vho, as they 

are not^.btjf^PfUljdjthemfelves, Va* 
lue mth^ fn^ f^^p^ in otUrs ; he't^g 
,$trarmrf to aU gpod Q^atkySf Vo{d 
.offwd f^erttte , and true 3ierit ; fit 
mlyfor anpom.s T>iVerJfon or AmuTt^- 
yotrfiy hut not for iht principal De- 

b J /gM 
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The Piefiicd 

/?Vk and injiffolnble Sfyietj of Life. 
Ihis is no mjre a %ffltHim on the 
IVomtn^ thn Ofi the g^ntrahty of the 
Men , ir/x^e P^P^^Jfj Singuljrhj , 
TriJe^ IgKortuKej ani inttniperanct^ 
mujl jet \m at lea ft mm equal bot- 
tom Ttith "fte other Stx. * I^r ov^ht 
ihii Confideration to ktighten. jour A- 
yerftonj but jour Qauthtty Jmce fcr- 
in^ none of th/e J^en^ you way rear 
foHjbly txpefl yoitr match dmori^ the 
V^omen. 

«' 1 o. 1BUT lealfm tlf Lafy for 

HVu timey J muft prepare jou a Uttle^ 

'SJ^f for reading the Lcttirs annixt, 

^hy telling you the Jeyreral Occa/ions of 

vrit'ni^ them. The SubjeU of' tU 

, fi'Ji Letter is The Origin U'bd Force 

' of Prejudices, not from thetr fly fie aly 

hut their moral Caufes. Ihf (kcapon 

vas my Jhoiptnj» tg SE^nTiA the 

foUoKUiv' Tajfi^e of' CiCERO. 

Neither 
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Tile* Prifacd 

Nurik^rSdioolmaftcqcr Pbet^W 
Pi ayh^iif^'- depraves outSenfds, JnM 
can ' the Gonfcnt df the Mulilieud« 
tnifleach them : but all §om^ ^ 
l^rapsarb laid c<»>ff(hice our^ Mi^ 
ijeVftandtngs, either ^y nhofeA^HJiti 
I j^-> now inencfdriidf^ who wHef^ 
they^i^ceiv^ us V^ndei!' and iWn«» 
rancy ■ itiife<tl: and betid^ us^ as'^n^y 
})leare ; -or elfe by. I'hac PteafUf^ 
which. ' liej To iSetfpIy rt:oot«i^'<iii 
every ope of > our Senfesi\tht;? jgLf'O-^ 
tenddd iFoliow^rt.or '>Gool^ibut 
lEelaal iK<i6cTier ofi^alJviEvMi cop* 
ruptra by-' who(b AfKirtitientSv >wq 
do net Sufficiently diilinguifli thole 
. i' . b- 4 ^. ' things 
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* Scnfus noftros non Parens, non Nutrix, non 
Mag}Acr,noa Poeca, non Scena df pravac, non mtiltitudinis 
Coofcnfus abducic : at vero Animis omncs cenduntur 
jnfidix, vel ahmquos ^4o..^pupierAyi, qui ceneros 
(C rudcs cum accepcrunc^inQidyn^ & Ac^hyic uc volunc j 
yelabea, qiix penicus in oiiini fenfu ioiplicaca iflfidec, 
imic^crix Boni voluptas, Malorum aucem mater omnium, 
. • cujus 
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The ?tthcci 

things that are. good by liUture, 
hecauie they iwant this Sc^neCs 
Md TKillatioD. - Jihniring the ma/* 
tirijh^tro>gtb^ and yet naturil Bajmefs 
^ theje Words, Jhe ownd to nUy that 
Hffkr (hfcoyern^^.many ^tejuikts 4% he 
rtftUyfuchy jet fix did not pud her Jetf 
ftrf^iy cwr'd^f their Jnfluence aiUfre* 
4pi(nt ^fyturns,' Kyherefore fte de- 
manded my Ofimon of this matter in 
^htiig^ Ifhichl perform d in as brief 

Amtnner 4s I cou'd, takii^ that If try 
^fff^ fw my "text ; p»owin^ the fitC" 
t^jt\e,Ormth Mttdhcreafe of fhnj»- 
dices throeMery .fief of ounLiltes^ mid 
frovi}}^ that all the Men in tbt World 
are join d in the fame Om/piriuy ta 
de^raVe the ^eafon of every individual 
^erjon, 1 haVe drawn as lively a 
TtHure as Jcoud in little, of the ^r^- 
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ctt)i» Bhndicm compd qu^ natun txma funt,, qtv^ 
dukcdide hsic &lctbie ctfcnt, ncrn cenmbuslatis. be 

judkes 
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hope Itax'd atiy, tbit^JtU , T^.u 
ilm'd hy every one »i, ^httf^ homTftr 
thty . may indufge tbfhr mn h^ftakts i 
and he thafwiSkfer^, tljat Im^^^ut/i 
eitk^,l.eanttt^y ier,\(^/^$*Mi) «• Go» 
Tftfi^eHty frm MJfof,! Ikiln emfn/i 

mJkhoQlff Uffjfmfiiyh Cktrchuy or 
StAtefvnny nu^.^b m g»i res^ 
freUfukthat I afn-^^ai^/i j»ieS%:Uf 
^ nwefmgif Qiddr^y agtrnji aB 'Pr^*^ 
feffons and l^adetf ^ainfi oriiiMry 

C0yex[atffH • ^: ^1^ «• 9^itty j 
fil^ \ there- sifm if thefe wUhm 

thik ,pfculi*» 4hfes^ ^and that they 

gr^ ady fuch y^Jhufes which I .Sf- 

, if. 7 HB fkwd Litter cmims 
IciieHiftory o£ the Soul's ImmUfV 
tality among the HeacbeiM, and 
WM meitien at S^t^BNAt §(t^ 
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Tb^l^efetc. 

A ¥fmcVTrmflimn''^fJ}is ' P h A d o, 
whith 1 retmtmrtdtci\t6^ hcr^ and my 
mft^fin^ that hitSeffi -Tb<t5 pretty wett 
*/pr^inttfd^: tiM his'Bt^an^e Jar [rm 
to^ jfX^fjj^ >,• fht'wotiderd that the 
\'\ irtsMiitg 9f thdV'Bd^k CQU d add any 

\ \ i^me'tO'0KTo\'^filutmof laymg 
yioltm hands on \hmlfelf, to aifo^d 
I i fvilit^ mdfr the U/krfation of C »- 

i • tA.R> «»^ mudiTti^eHhat ie'cdud. 

/fitMitfpOrt C 1/ E 6 MB i o T>tr s of 
,/ Jik^ileia*in'ttffrecipkate htmfelf into 
thi Stk*, the poher to amVe 'at'thai 
happy St att therein dtferih'd : a'ckndm' 
le^iiil that Jhe found little 'c^ent 
By^idmcey andaworUof precarioM'Sup^ 
pofttionsy throughout that whole ff Jro*i 
Dialofue. 1 told her that VtVme 
. j ' Authmity was ^f w jM^eji Anchor ^' our 

i '{■ fJipBy-Mnd the he^4f >mt the %kif't>k' 

"^•^ Mmftratioh $f the^Siul'i ImmorPdtityi 

' hhddgd^^ 'that Jt ^t^ not> ftraitge w 

I ^r^ tbit'Cptnim jhubkd' (^ deny^h fy 

* man^ lojk Mhi tieMifins^' W%4[^-'^ 

ft matter 



f 






>i • 



The PtcfectJ 

YhcAttr ({ futh^^nii'tffereria by rmft of 
*m\y confideying 1^0 it^ fir fi' c4ltu' U^ 
he knoipn ■ dming xhem^ and thi fable 
^ifons thefhadtobelieyi it I'^ihiiltt- 

fuTV'tVd t1)je- Liberty of '^ptney ffad k 
,n't^er feert'tbe l^rks 0/ P l a t o j 
thii$thtSto)ry'^fC L £ o M B R o* t u s 
"^Ifsjar from htmg weB dtteftet^; that 
fofHe of thi Jntkfits themfelyeshid lit- 
ik '' ^firefs oft the A^umenti thke' put in 
t^ mokht^S'ti e-R A T E^S '^md thtU 
C ! e'ti'R 6; ''Ihemtf/i'^^re^ (if 




':y\ottii^yet^'^We his fetiftire of it 
i/mh^'wtii^ds) *But rkttdW noc 
^cfW it hap]pertvj» •( fa^s he } that 
'wfiilbl reaeFl aflent; but when I 
vHaVfrbidifidrtbe Bd^k^ ^nd be- 
ipiSf to reifon With riiy Ct\{ about 
■" »•■ '■■■■■'• '"'■ X- the 
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^ Sed ocfcb quo modo, djom Itgo-Ma^: pm 

'^nM Librui% & incoun ipft it Immomlitace Ani- 

•• marum 



'. » 



V. 






1 

r 



ebct, Soul's Immofcalicy, all chat 
AiTeikt is. vamfb'dn .6/^ »><(i fw' 
Prv^i to hear mi talk of a Tim mbem 
ikif Ofinm hi^n ammg /(« Heatlxos^ 
4t if Hkt wherHoti^sit ,h04 its frOr 
ptr ^wthveSf FaVoms^ or OfpoferSy, all 
which I rmndly affirm d to hfr, 4n4 
that wuhal I mud fhiiP her the gra^ 
dual !Sfrt^refs of it thr^ dt tU Tartf 
of;the j^rth thenkmtn^' together mth 
the true Q»'\gtnd of thfi j^petical FMs 

emcermg fU ^J/fm fil^i^i the ^- 
yers^, jfil^«, QMes^ und Ferryman, of 

Iiellt\.^of$ii»h being 4iJ^(ed for 

want of orderly ^urial^.an4 tnmfefi. 

^ roofs ;thfit the ant tent Bgj^ia^s if/er^ 

the gej^me,,;^ttmms-jLS U^vi\^ 
find %«ligm tB thf^ m^het\ WorU. 
Ml ti^f:l \?^mdeiC^oi^*Mp^tMh JQft^y 

I mil ^t yi/ hythgrffefi Jutlmtys 

^hat e^er were, hwt hy the befl in the 



ouruin ooepi cogitarc, Afleofio onmis ilk cU>iQir. 



The Prelace. 

ntoji antient fBaoh .we haVt rtmain- 
mg 'f for in thijt caftt Supp0pims 
imht to ^ for notl^gy mid $htre' 
fSe when we fay that fitch, or fuch 
were the firji that taught, Afirmemfy 
thai bmlt fempks^ that fraiUx^^A' 
gkkj we dtflnot mein i^t^tely the 
fifUXform fo manji Ajgesmhitok'd 
ke certain nf.tbutf) but jh^ ^ firfi. that 
can he proVd m^ViHwd ,fo to. have 
done ; and thus 1 Tt>oud.he mdtr flood 
whenever 1 txfrifs my -ffif m that 
manner, I baVe i» thif letter like- 
wife ftroVdy that the Opium if tht^Soitl's 
Immortality had not its beginning from 
the fbHofofhers i, as mkf^ luck an 
Inference frof^ the Spwtaitfotn liififions, 
^eafinir^, 9r $petcb of Men i if»t, m 
tkkfomrary^i lh0e fiiownflliif.^oti(n 
imiii the fitafhetts ta bay^ifiH firfi 
takmupbythpijlfob^ fffiifarfft^ions 
^fUfMcom^, ybe p^m flf 1P^» 
fifi erS f who firiye to fu fport by p od 
i^eafons what the othej^ijb^gmiiiJtk:Ptne 
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The Pfefacd. 

or Very had ones » If what I ha'Ve 

allejgd be 'found- to be true, it fir/l 

confutes thofe who commonly Ji^pp^fi 

l-.i ^/i< that tH Heathens bad learnt the 6ml' s 

V '■ /if'//'/ . Immortality from the Jews, and Jecond" 

ly tJjeOpihiM which />/-. C o w a R d 
. has efpOHsi\' * That the feparate 
Extftehce of Human Souls pro- 
ceeded from the Heathen Philo- 
(bphers and no Others { tho wkn I 
wrote that Lttter I'd'id not know there 
»a$ any fuch 'Book in the world as tire 
DoHo/sy which I have but lately feen^ 
and fotind nothing in tP to my pitrpofe. 

• ■ * • ■ • ■ " . ■ 

it. I i>^ the third Letter written 

'■' likeHfife to SE^ElslAy and at her 

oihn iefirHy yoiill fni The Origin 

<>f Molacry, e^plaih^d after a Ve^ 

f- offerer^ fhanAer from what is* conrmiMy 

ricet^*tti ^ "tikre alfo *yoU may nod the 

fr'fl'Kikfei'^'iifik'Bedihtn Tem^tt^; 

l oc-: r\ ;-^\ ^-.n-A >■■■; . ■■■..\ 
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The Preface. 

Tricjls, and ' Alta}-s\ their Feafls^ and 
Sacrifices ; of hn^s^ StatfteSy' 'and 
Tutelary Tofifcn • of Ghoflsy Sp^Hers^ 
Orachsy Magick^ and Judiciary /I flro- 
lovry . with the ■ ^itfons hpit '^eofii' 
came to imapne'that fhiiviifi'for the' 
Palace of the ^od) was 6"vir IheV 
Heads f and thnt- Hell (or the Trtfon 
of tU Wichd) fe»dh under' ^he}r'\peet ; 
Ti^hy fhey look ' uf \hm they 'pray, 
and feVerai other things of thUndfure, 
for which if's geneHUy imaginjfip <«:- 
dount can be ^^tVen' hefides Ct0b'mf or 
fharjn the Abyjs' of Tinie, ' Htfd Mder 
th ^ins ofpri^Monumtr^y^fuch 
Originals arf'^irriU'ffJi^dilfbiiyfd. 
ff^afms are likewijh^ymik W tetter 
for the primtidl of'th^' Heathefi^'^ks, 
the id'd- T>efcriptidnrtie]f have rkaSi of; 



gatd^as the t^fti^f" "fotlint^jk 
Bxtraya^rtcj^?if^htkhai''7f^A^ 
'5 but 
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The Pif face. 

but no way to he proBMj reduced to the 
ExaSineJsof Hiftiry. Jndlapofali 
it explain d the threefold Divifion of the 
Heathen Themgy into jbi<uural. Civil, 
W Toetkal^ with the Allegorical Liter- 
fretation of their A^/I^r^ii, and a Tai 
raUel «/ their Tra&ices with the Corr 
irt^im^f Qjriftiamtyi whereby it ^ 
pears that in all Ages Superfiittonis 
a^tioRy the fame y howeyer the Names of 
it niay Vary, This third is the longeji 
ofail'the Letters^ but yovkU think it 
itripofjible that in fo /J)ort a one any 
$atiifaBion can be given concerning Jo 
many different SubjeQs af I have already 
nam^dy not t» infi^ on what 1 haVe not 
time t$ mention I and therefore you are 
to fufpo/e that I don't empty commofi 
plac^here^ and^ddiVer:^.djat may be 
faid on each of thefe Heads (which I h4Vt 
bbkf4Kfxomd^ng) k^HtyOnly all that^t 
^'^% !f^'kyJ^9 maf»Jem , Very ^fk 
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• TJid.:Prefaicfe. 

jy wt an 'lArgtmimt tUrtfurt that .1 
hi:!»e ngi- kwe j ^afohi ■ wr I Authority 
left to^defendimhat may. be' reckon! d 
dangerous ^^radoxesy hy fitch of t^e 
tiMrtatly^afr-t^if. they, are- Ud. but one 
fitpouti(f>.the^:ommm'^mtf ,,tb6 but tn 
, mahfilmrw^i P^orier bid'^fafety twio 
3ba/A ufm t4rpei ^ownsy in^eadfif ttfohi 
dring gmdelefs thro aWildf^ifs^'ti^m 
Lakes \and Moraffes-y 4umT^' < dreadful 
^s$cks and Tmificef, ■,} . w i 

■ ■ ' • . \ A : \ \ 1» » 

I J . T W umdery ■• Jielkve, ika^ 
1p?oud differ fonmeh both .ttbout^:thk 
Origin mid f^grefs tfidalapry^ Jtith nSB 
who fe Bock ^uthii "iter^ Sn^B I ha')^ 
Jo latebf ^y^i^merided'^toiybu'^underim 

tridfi r/Mfitl'^ud iaboriqitfi yAttti^uiiyi''^^ ' ' f^^'^y' 

fiMkm^<t tiarXity c/v "Hitdemi pfy 
&piAiotiyBf'ibdt ^o,ok wJOU^the fjtmkp 
9»ty i^ (US' Men ^tid y^n) < infleMif 
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The Prefdcft. 

A compleac Collection of the moO; 
antienc . Heathen, Jcwifti, an4 
ChritUan Superllicions : jor thefe 
thuigs are M that Sooky ay eduraulj^ 
d LnL*Jy htt iittle jaii of their Ori^inj 
V nothitig cuHrary t» my Anthri^ySt 
txcff:. mhat I kalft confuted ahout 
v;<r tb€Uyo'ih^'>o/ the Ceitjhd Bodpi 
waJthe.'Vr9grtfi'of Uobtrj from Chal" 
dt^to \)riM afU other (Purts o/ y//t<, 
fjrtiadiirlji to /wj, tkrnci: to Greece^ 
Ufid foony hately JHppoi'Jj tut not of- 
ftfu to he. phVJf 04 my he feen in tl. e 
^ecmid (Ukd third Qhapttrs of the jirH 
Diiffrtaiivn^.^bere tUSubjeHii indeed 
hut t'nidentaitji ^uted, Kor do Iquef- 
tion but that leamtd Qentkimn will pre"- 
fen good Ahthcr^y tbo: not commonly 
taken notice oft to a Va^jfirrirflr, tko 
gencraUy a/f n o y'd, Mr* Vandal. e*V 
^iory of)^ fkat!)en Oracle/ you hm 
ulready :permld with .gfeaLSaKiff«BieA) 
1^eJ)M lately pablifhd eliVtH ) ^iffeKtir 
(iom reMtng chiefly to .tbtiSatsreji^^FHniA 
t}oht:of tbCiUedthent^ \ii4tfirew:\fiv/H. 
A Medals, 



The Preface. 
MiUs, hjcriptimi, Mifalfngis if 
Authors, Ifajl Vifcoyerys are made in 
Antiquity : ''Hi hoi atf-kifekhr the 
Wepi'CtinlkatlimAf^- tfe '■ jtetmiei 
Afi i's'r i i's, anP tlmfeiplnHy the 
lffi)ii)rroftte' Gretk IriMatlaSi ^ ihe 
'OU't(lfAt,faljly mmHtd\to the 
fiiirily fntirpretrh. ' In the fiUeVo^ 
hlhrlx'tytnis of tit'ariiihit 'Hjtei of 
I'lififikilioii anil^egeiteration, M Wajh-' 
iipy-'Sl>(iA1inp, hmierjioiiii iy'Wa- 
tiTj ti%looi, anH the like^, whence Vj 
are to ixpltmany cvhrn tircimjiancet 
ieUtii^'tti QtHJlim •Saflifm, M Wi 
not oiiiy iXUltht rreateft Freedom, but 
alfo ic'iih ibe utm/l Fahniji : for tho 
Mr. V> N B » i It be h Trofef (im a 
Mimionifk , »■ (ai m term them) an 
AnahjpDJi, yet he's one of the tnofl 
^aljioture Lb'Ver'i of Truth, as mM-'tie 
of hit PrimJi, that J cVcr kntmi of 
a Ur2e Saul notwithjhndin^ hii narrouf 
Krtiiiit''l-Mi of noktr Vtougkt ''thai 
(»" fir i *fi^ f» %r)r tiiftg agmjl 
^ X plain 
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flain ^ajmt. or Aiuhority. 



„ ; 14. ./ fJ.AV^^vmai other tet- 
itrsto S. 6^R.fI.A, ani amcmaiig 
m>(ters^lniich^fltfiire.,airioM ;, tut not 
lnYxS )ft tKfn/crit'i 'em far, 1 Mff 
you mfiead ^f them...ty>o ThilofofUcii 
Iftten, muttn to Gentlemen altoge- 
ther unknown .to you, ^ Tk frji,. &(^ 
th ffiirthm th^Pucpet, ifoi [oftjp 
^ -fXCf [five Mmtr of St 1 ij o 5.4,. 
oat trfiottf Di^iliei to hii frnfiftii, 
iftd refuted the leji ofaty^.tf^ t^err 
fimdhii Syfiim. .differ -hfiiif^.Jif- 
futed toguhr at feyernl tivKi on fe- 
yeral Beads,. J told, U«i?"a., "f^f'f- 
ffitif,. that the whole fahrick '>(' tjjat 
fiilofopky Ttat, wjl;hQiit any fotid^MJir 
datifm s-of fh^ch .h(\ lyiin£ ivmtJiali 
ipWj .tp(%dneSjffUtj>f^ h^^^ietj,/!^^ 
jai<jjj./«/arf«(i[gij,i» ajfffl^ gijMi-' 

rit'i", 13 5 A 
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s A' to hi- JkfeBivt in that pointy' and 

c<infe(^uently in ail thav 'depended on af ;* 

th9 he had neyer okfer^'d fo much he- 

forty and forHe ^tber'^SpmftJls Jhow*d 

the fame" Ingenuity,* ''But a; (^Mle-^ 

mm\ no lefs iOuftrifiits'for histxcd^ 

knt bearm^than hit noble Family, ha>' 

mg J<* 4 f^t (f\0bat they ftil^d the 

Confutation of' S i> i n 6 s a , and 

t/hich thiy handed one to' anather, he 

ktfimifdmany < CetmiKHdatms ' (not fk 

fw -^ me to repeat) ^that part, of the 

Letter vthkh SreHfy regarded that 

Wlofopkf : hut'ex^eft his Di/hke 

9f tht'lattir 'part, mhenm I declar'd 

mjf<»i'n Opinion, Hat lAotion iseffen' 

tial to Matter no lefs than E-xten^ 

fion, >and that Matter neither ever 

tnu not eJercait he * flft^i^ dead, 

and imtitiVe [JHrtp,'or U a StSti'oJf 

ahfolkt9''^epofe,'^To' the' feMl vL 

jeBiem^-he wa* :pteas*d' to n^ke] trf'- 

tum'd-^'diftiaa Akfiirs iHU^ fecM 

£j»fWrj\4RM^ if fhe -y^^to laP'^iA 

K/i^a^ C } the 
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tU ToLf^kit. For th Afdogys, J 
nuke dbouc mMMamiHg a Kotipn Jo 
fisiiy cfficjiie biftb to the JntiaHs atid 
Ai(ki07ii, J nfcr }7ii to tke Lftxtt 
ir jtif^ whtn \culi liktubft, br cw^ 
ywi'd that wty Ufvncm is not <harge^ 
abu mitb jmj ^ tkc/e iH Cmftqmt^ts.y 
to Ttbkb at firjl J^bc 1/ may jam oh- 
noxtGM. 1 jh^ nm amttdpate yOHt 
earn Oi^/aVjfwi ^ub nU:i^ to what 
xa^'j :j»t lifts k wuj /«rVc in ^B^. 
fofhy jmce tKt-Q^jmm eHgbt .mt io 
U horn cmVobntf, hu htm true k.itt 
nor mU J txcujt m) wrkmg of iik 
Myfierjs of fhk^lj m Jo pUm.jfi 
S.'ije, hemg firry Ih^dnot tmitwmgh 
t9 rendtr tifoje thingi miuh mre cm-f 
mot and inteliijgi^tt^ it be'm^ a grtt^ 
deal eaficr t« dtliy«r 'an in tht vdtnarjl 
Terwu of Art i ht thtn fftf^ mt k[i 
Judges ^ the Controyfrjy^ and tk 
Suhjeff made left ujeful or entertain^ 
ing. J hope, if.Pr, Cow a an 
(wbpfelafi^ook Ibay^ Itiely fpfm'd) 



Ok/ 

happm ih 'fee' Hhs' Uthrj lUt 'Ik • 
mn not ajfert-^i^'* 'ib ^^vMcnH^- 
j^l'airt that lUotibrt ^'fioi'Mattef;' 
tho if We cortl&'tf acfe^t'/m' 
kCy wc can- hardly mfd "boras' 'f<P 
exprefs ir^'QiilBdity Byi ^'t ftaii>^ 
cy I hiive made it faf]cleafy- thar 
JPI4otm is If at ^tttttr ' untie f'- a r Cfrhiws 
Con/ideraiT\jn{ tko it does 'hit "imply ^ 
eMaufl 'the Me Idea of J^utter; '^rH^ 
more thun' Exterifidh does-. ■ ^ne tf^itl^ 
Jaw {AS he frtfeffts % W''\)^tW 
^oflibiliry of; X5oJ-s^cri^6win|^ 
Matter with lelf-movirtlt iPrihbK 
pics, »/// ho m^rhbti'm6Wplii\d^i 
fophically ita'^ffiblC' VA)«W'^4»tf rf«< 
that II it docs nm ''alWayi^'ifxerc it'^ 
felf froAi ^mit lafefti^atid uh-' 
known 'Rcaffoo's of'- tfit Divinfr 
^ifdoMj dnd'^hefe ^e^9rts' be ?itep 
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* Grand Effiiy, ^ 74. 

t Ibid, Freface. ^ ■• ^ 

II Ibid. f. I53« 
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/e5 mny ie ^ xo prefervc the\ Order 
aad Framie .of ^be Univerfe, Aivhici^ 
{Ije thinks) Siiojiid alLMajctf^r ftatt, 
i\p inco ^^(-mpcipn, wou'4 ner! 
ceflarily. Jje fdcftroy'd,. and there-. 
fore Gqid has, thought (ic, to re-^ 
ftrain it. J^e» he coriftders my Ar-- 
gumntSy.h&jl.Jin4mJuch danger tif 
the Hmyerje^y , 45 he apprehendsy from. 
T^fltte/s ceajlant Bxerctjfe.of ks ejfenr 
tialA^i(f\^ : and indeed k: vfo^d he 4. 
Contra^^^ that. Motion 'Bi>af ,ejjentid. 
tit^.rMittfr,^., and jet that only fom 
*Parts if ^Ut/fTn, and. on certain occa^f., 
fii^j wefe^ et\dawd with a , power of 
n^oVti^ t <theti!(fihes ; whereas Matter] 
m^y-os wfU he fometJms ;withaut Fx"- 
tettfioni as. without Mottpriy if there If ^ 
ai^y tp^^huj*-, my AlUgj9t,im. i (j&o w^j 
t\xK this^no^,that,mr any^therj^tia^^ 
'JDtreBion of its Motion he ejfential to 






T 



XhiB Preface. 

if, ^nt /cj!i ,^ft fi^e ordinaiy petermina* 
tims of the.mutml ASiim of JBodys 
ati one miotjx^, , q/; to the immediate 
^wer and mfifi\ wife Turpdfe jcf. Al^r 
mjg/Hy God^ * .S«t to Jay 'that God 
may take Motion from. Mattery ibo it 
m^re effential, to it^ is to fay, that h^ 
can.depriy^ it , pf^Extgnfim. or Soliy 
dity ; and this M. to f ay y. that, he gtfn 
make it no Maiter, 
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. 1 5., ACCQ^'O.liiGtQtheli-* 
hir{y I gaiie you hefore, you may int 
differently fhottf thefe Letters to aO, 
yfiw Acquaintance that are curiom of 
fuch things, without inquiring . whether^ 
^yhe Friends or Foes to me, whefher 
$bey ^ Whigi or lorysy f^atiiudina^ 
ri^s or, ^mijians^ Occafimal Conform 
iHiJis or Jfyijufont Schi/matics : fm^ 
tt^^'s^not^iri^inthis Taecptet relating 
4^ rhg ViffuttSr^tch diVidn 'c«^4(|^r<- 
fp^tkh^ in^^^m gr.-^JiJ^icfi . .no, 
^!^ . huit . mhat mc^ be,.,, jf^. iprf^^t, 
ii '. <PdJfion 
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fa/fm by thofe of allTartySy Stfis, 

and tdHiom. Jkfeate only innotent 

fj^rfeofches imothe VeneriHe ^uihi of 

AnticiHiryj or flr^rt B-jfays in Thito^ 

fophy^ not calculated to offend any^ but 

to ^leafe all i and to divert ^ if thef 

are not capable to injtrHfl. As for- 

iloofe uho an jealoM of every thm^^ 

they are fufficiently punijh^d in kiVin^ 

their QenJM es Valkd by no body j arid 

(as we ufe to quiet froward Children) 

tonegU^ their Com^aints^ and not to 

humour their Tetttjhuefs^ is the ttidfi^ 

tertain ivay of (ilencing thofe peeVifh- 

JQiights Errant y who are always in^ 

ftarch of new Adventures j and make 

iVery one they encounter a Giant or d 

i)marfi It were an ejfeBual Metkfiit' 

indeed to dif (Courage atHmpr^ements m 

Learnings dll further TJigrefs -iff 

I^ioTi^ledgor:^6litenefs\ ' tf Men 'ctw*i* 

be deier^d from prefmirig Jhe Wbrli 

with thtX^inionSy Maniiersf ^eli^mt^ 

or Gbyehmnfs'^ of theMitnisy :Hft^ 

* ^'' :* " any 
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my^of iht J^odernt /hou'd fanif rheif 
Own Ter/onages w ht afied- under rim 
Vifgu'n^e : nor will I deny hut Appli- 
cations' i,^ .this kind may Jometitms be 
l^'katmaOy madey thoa Wrtt€r 'had 
nfVjpfi tjbwg/?f or. . intended fuch a tlmg^ 
Hfhickl declare to he .my.pnfttjt Vif* 
fofnioHis except ^htH Jt.:haVe,.direiily 
exprefl tbi Comparijon ;■ hut fuch hfh 
rences are much eafter drawn by thef^eO' 
pk concern dy « whtf- muji needs percettte 
the hejhof any, what' kti the grtatejk 
^Jemblapce wh their vmn DoRiiHs or 
'Pra&ive^^ ^^w in this Qife there 
remaim^ in iny jikjginenty hut ue if 
theje two things j . ekher to rejeii what 
they themjehet defend^ if it he no better 
grounded than what they condemn ifi- the 
AntimtSy and that perhaps it has fhom^ 
theme ks tfery Or^ind: or tlje toget 
a Laia tn^edj thdt\'People muJl hot U 
told .what the AntihUsVbelieVdy and 
(bdl the: Moderns mlKf. copy' d any thim 
from $itm but what was ah/oliml^u^ 

fid 
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l^ow; of that peculiar Temper y that 
^ej cdffniat li'Ve/'if they dre 'iu>t he- 
fpatiehil^ one of other. 5 and if it he 
neceffary for rfer> ffealth^ ' or ' that 
thrir '■Cmjlituiion requires this "Dif"' 
charge of theiir Xhoter^ we ou^yt 'H6 
nhf'e % hlame therti^ than we jini'othir) 
re^M what they ''fay. As for ^i 
Chara(5ter of a Low Churchftiiik^ 
whic^yyoufent me; 'hdfuchgt^y ^yiu-' 
thorSj yfho imwifhjidnding my MfefiUy 
or not iniermed^Mih? in their Cohtfo^e^' 
jys\ 4ndconJideringjhe. Satisfitflioh T 
^aVe in Vindicius Ljberius coflceni^^ 
in^ the Exceptions 'ta^e^^^^^ CKriftJ-" 
anity hot *\M!yft'eri6us, yel hdVe 
wire-drawn my rlariie into their trrC'^' 
ligious IriVeBiyeiy ' atfd wdu^d Heeds 
honor me with tlbVir Mufes in Jo ' l^o3( 
Coinpany] as th'dt )>f otit mpji V««i?- 
rahk Tr)siates z »i^V, m ' fhori' h-vi 
us^(jt'We fame' Lati^uag^ Jtnce rhji o^* 
!ence am Cdtnpth\ke^s before-^ ViV 
^ml^'eViient\ thit alV'their pretences 
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wtre as hypocritical as their Charity is 
narf'itiPy that they were never \iSie({ hy. kx 

"eal for ^2 §9JfL ^^^ Mai tee againjt my 
^erjon] iiot out of Concern for the 
CfiircJ}^lut io gratify a FaBion^ancl /inie 
df^emto b^ rewarded for petty Services^ 
whocan neVer expefl Treferment. hy 
^reitter, ll?e/e are the mefiwhd oc-' 
tajiond that Scandal on the Cler^^ that 
they fieVer forgive ; hut God^ for hid 
that a great 15ody Jhotdd ht chargeable / j ^ ^.V/ // 
with the Ojfences of afem^ i^hofcrib^ 
hie without their Cojifent. He fhall at 
airy time baVe my Thanl^j and not my 
Difpleafure, who treats me with no more 
'^/peH than our neVer to h forgot^ 
tm Deliverer from Slavery afid the 
inimitable Statiitrof our Liberty^ Kl^S 
W I L L I A M i who gives mt no better 
^luarter than tofoconfiderdbU 'a IBody 
of ^ratefiants^ ^fidgood Subjt&s as 
dye Englifh 1>iffektrs • md who fl?oU^s 
no more Tenderfkfi tt mty ihdn to ail 

the moderate Members of the efiahlifh\d ' 
'; ^i ; 1 a a Church. 
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Chwch. ^ut that Ter/on has pleased 
Jo Very fern by his furidus ofid intern^ 
per ate may of writings not to fpeak^ o^ 
his want of I^iQwledg as well as wa^tt 
of Civility^ and indeed the yery 'Defign 
of his Libel was fo extremely wicked^ 
to opprefs JomCj arid to divide us ally 
that without regard to him or thofe of 
his I^id^ieyy I may ypiture to declare 
viy J elf a Low Chffrchman at home. 
s^nd an Occ^onal Conformijl with the 
^ rottji ants Urt abroad. 

* \ ' ■ ' . 

- , V * " "■ ^ ■ 

17. M AVIKG Jq mil pre^ 
far'd yoi^ l^fm :fof. rtading the ■. fd- 
Iwfuig 'Diffd^iaUoiis, without my <^h 
or OhjhcUM jouKUii^^-.ljbaU. rt^ 

^fi\\T(iuhlK .4^, ftvmt, My affuxii^ 
you i^^at ./J^?"^. . to Jv •. '•ym (ivUck^i 

atij:M^^tlJ^i£fin4^ ,\(ud th(^_ I m 
'4') LETTER 
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U greatly complalo^ 
MADAM, that you 
are Aill a Captive to 
feverad Prejudices ; and 

1 woDder more how 
ou came to get rid of fo many. Youl 
e eafily comforted, and entertain a bet* 
:r Opinion of your felf, when you fe* 
ioufly confider in what a miferable 
Condition all men are born, and how 
npoffible it is for them not to be edti« 
ated in Error ; how difBcuIt. to get 
ree from their Prepofleffions in riper 
Lge, and how dangerous to do it^ when 
hey become weli-difpoi'd by the Z)i^ 
overy of Truth. . ^:' 

B a. NOWi 



2 Tie Origin and Force 

% 2. NOW, fincc you are pleasM to 

defire it, I fball briefly trace this Sub je6l 
from the beginning, (bowing by what 
degrees our Prejudices grow, and what 
additional ftreogtb they inceflantly re- 
ceive in their courfe. We all partake 
but too much of the Inclinations of 
tbofe that give us Life, and of tbc 
Faflions that are predominant in tbe 
Blood of the Family : and if our Fea- 
tures and A£^ions were not infallible 
Arguments, that we are fubjefl to re- 
ceive good or bad Impreffiions in the 
Womb; yet the extraordinary Marks 
which we fbmetimes bear, occafion'd by 
the Longing of our Mothers, or by fbme 
other Accident (which they often re- 
member) afford a (ufEcient Proof that 
the Foundation of our Prejudices is very 
ftrongly laid before we' are born. The 
Temperament we receive in the firfl 
Formation, gives not only a Difpofition 
to this or that particular Humor and 
Habit ; but alfb a vifible Biafs to moft 
AQionsof our future Lives, which is 
not to be cur'd but by the utmoffc Efforts 
and Exercife of Reafon. V « . 

J. W E no (boner fee the Light, but 

the grand Cheat begins to delude us 

• . • from 



..//.// 



■ / 



• f f • ^ ■■ f ' 



' mi 



of Prejudices. 5 

from every Quarter^ The very Mid- Letter 
wife hands us into the World with fuper- _L 
ftitious Ceremony s, and the good Wo- 
men ajlifting at the Labor have a thou- 
land Spells to avert the Misfortune, or 
to procure the Happinefs of the Infant ; 
making (everal ridiculous Obfervations, 
to di(cover the Omen of his future State 
of Life. Nor is the Pricft in (bme pla- 
ces behind-hand with thefe Goflips, to 
initiate him betimes into his Service, 
by pronouncing certain Forms of Words 
as u> many powerful Charms, and uKing 
the gentle Symbols of Salt or Oil, or 
the fcverer Applications of Iron or Fire, • 
or by marking him after (bme other 
mannef, as his own Right and Property 
for the future. The Child, it's true, is 
notyetafieded by any of thefeor the 
like Foolerys, whatever Virtue he may 
be afterwards perfuaded to allow them : 
But this Qiows how early thole about 
him begin toiafeO: him (if they cou'd) 
with their own miftakes^ and how in- 
duflrioufly every one with whom he has 
afterwards to do, endeavours to deprave 
his Reafbn from the very beginning ; 
{6 that not remembring when^ or where^ . 
or how he came by many of his No- 
tions^ he's tempted to believe that they 
proceed from Nature it (elf, and is afto* 

B 2 nilhM 
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' LeH$r niOiM to Bnd that any (hou'd call tbe 
.J. Truth cf *€m in queftion ; as it will 
more evidently appear from the follow- 
ing Reflections. 

4. WE are prefently after our Birth 
delivered to Nurfes, ignorant Women of 
the meaned Vulgar, who infule into us 
their Errors with their Milk, frightning 
us into quiet with the menaces of 
Raw head and Bloody-bones, Buggle- 
bows and Bullbeggars. And left we 
fhouM be loft by wandring abroad, or 
drop into Wells or Rivers, they terrify 
us with ftorys of Spirits and Hobgob* 
lins, making us believe that all lonefbme 
places are haunted, and that the invi- 
fible Powers are principally a£J:ive and 
mifchievcus in the night-time. What is 
thus invented at the beginning to keep 
Children under Governmcfnt (a Go- 
vernment that indeed makes 'em mile- 
rablc Slaves ever after) is believ'd by 
them in good carneft when they grow 
older, wheicby the vi'hole Generation 
and Country comes to be perfiiaded of 
it at laft, and this to fuch a degree, that 
many People (other wife prudent e- 
nough) dare not flecp alone in a Cham- 
ber, nor travel but by Day-light, much 
Jcfs have they the courage ta enter 

into 
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iaco empty Houles or Churches. Letter 

I- 
5. FROM our Nurfes we are 

brought home, where we are ftill put 
into wor(e hands among idle and igno- 
rant Servants, whole chiefcft Enter- 
tainments are Diicourfts of Fairy s, 
Elves, Witchcrafts, walking Ghofts^. 
Fortune* telling, confulcing Aiirologers^ 
or fuch other chimerical Doings; de- 
lighting to fright and delude one ano* 
ther, not feldom to carry on their pri-V 
vate Intrigues: which.things, however 
intended, never fail to make fatal im- 
pref&ons on the Children : and for tht 
mod part our Parents are not wifer. »^ 
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6. THEN we are fentout to School, 
where all the Youth come equally infefl:. 
ed from home, and hear of nothing there 
but Demons, Nymphs, Genii, Satyrs;' 
Fauns, Apparitions, Frophecys, TranF* 
formations, and other ftupendous Mi*^ 
fades. We tell all our ftorys over again: 
among our felves; and what may be 
cpnccal^d from a Child in a prudent 
Family. hfc*s lure to hear of it at SchooL 
Wnere 10 many Children are brought 
together, not to improve one another 
(which cannot be fuppos'd of fuch Con- 
ver&tion} bjtf to communicate cheit^ 

^ J mutual 
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^ Letter, mutual Miftakes and vicious H^bh^s, to 

I: grow cbe more idle, and to meet with 

bad Examples. We greedily devour 

the Poets, Orators, aqd Mythologifts^ 

committing great Extrads of their 

Fidions to our memory, being fur-* 

prizM and gain'd by the Charms of their 

Stile, Numbers, and Compofition ; 

whereby it comes to pafs that we fwal- 

low the Poifon of their Errors with 

inexpieflible Pleafure^ and lay a large 

Foundation for future Credulity, infen- 

iibly acquiring a Difpofition for hearing 

things rare and wonderful, to imagin- 

we believe what we only dread or deUre^; 

to chink when we are but puzzl'd thar 

we are convinced, and to fwallow what 

we cannot comprehend. 

7- WE are made little wifer, the 
much more vain and conceited in the 
Univerfitys, efpecially abroad, where 
the Profeflbrs ( right or wrong ) mu(t 
accommodate all things t6 the Laws' 
and the Religion of the Country : or, if 
they fleal fbmetimes into the Liberty of 
Philofophizing, they generally run inta 
Extremes, either making us tf uft toO 
little or too much to our Sen(es, of 
amufine; uswitb illufory Abfti^idds^ 
and Subtiltys wliich rdfiM thd' SubjejEI 

, ii out 
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out of our View, reducing it at laft to Letter 
mere aothing. The Univerfity is the 1/ 
ihoH: fertile Nurftry of Prejudices, ^-^^VV 
whereof the greateft \Sy that we think 
there to learn every thing, when in 
reality we are taught nothing ; only we 
talk by Rote with mighty afurance the ^ 
precarious Notions of our SyftemSj| 
which if deiw'd by another, we have 
not a word further to fay out of our 
common Road, nor any. Arguments lefr^ 
to fitisfy the Oppofer or our felves. 
But our comfort is, that we know as 
much as our Mafters, who affe£l to 
(peak a barbarous Jargon which com-^ 
monly has no Signification ; and the 
main Art that fits their Difciples to 
take their Degrees, is to treat of very 
ordinary Matters in very extraordinary 
Terms. Yet this dos not render them 
half fo infupportable to People of Senfe, 
as their formal StifFnefs and Pedantry^ 
their perpetual Itch of Difbute and Con- 
tradidion. I purpofely rorbear faying 
any thing of the Advantage commonly 
taken there from the Inexperience of the 
Youth (who muft naturally rely on the 
Judgment of their Teachers) to ingag6 
^m betimes to diflPercnt Party s and 
Ff^ions, to Sournefs, Cenfbrioufnefs, 
and Bigotfy : for, in one W6rd, there 

B 4 is 
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Letter is (carce aog^ thing learnt at the Uni- 
1/ verHty, bu(: what a man muft forget^ if 
be^ would : bf , uoderftood, or not ap* 
pear ridiculous and troublelbme, when 
be comes into, other Com pany • 
' ' ' . ■ - _ 

8. BUT as. if all this were not 
epough to corrupt our Under ftandiogs, 
t;here are certain Ferfons hir'd and fet 
apart in mod Copfimunitys of the World, 
not to undeceive, but to retain the reft 
of the People in their Miftakes. This 
will be counted a hard Sayings but.it 
jqanqot concern the Orthodox Clergy : 
9iid of other Priefts what Cctp there be 
more certain, fipce^tis for tliis very rea- 
^n they areicounted Heterodox? The 
fir^ogf .things and amazing fiorys wq 
hav^ read or beard (if of any Concern 
w^ particular jReligion). pre ^daily con- 
jttrm'd to .u& >y the Preacher from the 
Pulpic, wh^r^ all he fays is taken for 
Truth by. tl>e greateft part of the AudiT 
tory, no body having the Ubeity .to 
icontradi^ him,, and he giving out hi$ 
.own Conceits for , the verv Ur^cles of 
God. TJbo pvery Sc€t wiU deny this 
of its pe(:u^iar Doflrines (and- that ^e 
•know it, ' ^ E R EN A, tp be falfe of 
the Reform'd Religion which we pro- 
fefs) yettberqft affirm it; with v^^der 

^ ' " niabl© 
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niable ArgumeQts of one another ; for it; LetKC { . 

is impoffible they (hou'd. be all or above I. 

one. of 'em in the right, which is a.t/V%> i> 

Derponftration that the refl:^ being the 

bulk of Mankind, are retain'd in their ,ji 

Miftake^by their Priefts. Andnever- 

thelefs the very Doubts about the Joys 

of Heavenand the Torments of Hell, 

are enough to procure Authority for 

their infinite Conrradi£i:ions : fb ftrong 

are ihe Impreflions of Hope and Fear, 

which yet are ever founded in Igno- 

rjince! • 

9. WHEN we come abroad into 
the World, we find ail tbofe £rrors to 
be in (b high a Credit, that every one is 
gaz'd on as a Monfter, who is out of 
this univerfai Mode : or if by (bme 
lucky chance we (hou'd happen to be 
uodoceiv'd, yet the prevailing Power of 
Imerefl: will make us hypocritically 
(or, if you ploale, prudently) to pre- 
tend the contrary,: for fear of lofing 
.our Fcff tunes, Qujet, Reputation, or 
J-.iveSi, rThis CQnSrros others in their 
Prejudices by ourreKampIe, as much as 
If yVA Were ^EtijvM our1H 
jkho.wing nocHiQg^of our Min^s^ut by 
oiir outward Actions, which appear ib 
likethoir own, they judg as to be of 
^- * the 
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y Letter the fiine Perfuafion. Beddes, that to 
I. maincain we are in the Rigbr, while 
t^V^' others are in the Wrong, will be inter* 
preted (uch an Affront to all other Peo- 
ple, as a Man wou'd not venture to be 
guilty of who knows Mankind, and is 
refolv'd to lead an eafy Life far from 
the Noi(e, and Crowd, and Hurry of 
the World. 

ic. THOSE who are more in love 
with the Buftle of the Publick, or more 
under a Necefllity to endure it, gene« 
rally betake themfelves to fbme Pro- 
fe(Ron. This indifpenfably engages 'em 
to many Prejudices in favor of their par- 
ticular Calling, which if all of 'em dp 
not always li^lieve, yet they find ic 
their intered that others Ibou'd do lb, to 
gain with them the greater Credit, Re* 
putation, and Authority. C a t o the 
Cenfor wonder'd, that when one Augur 
met another, they did not laugh at the 
Simplicity of thofe who believ'd their 
Divinations; and if they had done (b 
among themfelves (as we know from 
Hiftory they often did) yet they wou'd 
never the fooner expote the Craft of 
thcirOrdertothe People, who thought 
'cm the infallible News-mongers of 
Heaven, and who paid 'cm (b well for 

their 
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their Intelligence. Hence not only every Letter 
Profeflion^ but alio every Rank of Men, . L^ 
have their particular Language, which 
is thought by others to contain very 
extraordinary Matters, much above the 
common Capacity or Comprehenfion. 
The Nobility, Country -Gentlemen, 
Jockys, and Beaus, have as well their 
feveral Cants (tho not (b barbarous) as 
the Divines, the Lawyers^ Phyficians, 
and Philofbphers. Except the few wile 
and cunning, all the reft are really per- 
fuaded that they are far greater Men 
than {uch as are ignorant of their 
Terms ; and I have many timei feen a 
Hunter as much defpife the good Senle 
of thole who did not uoderftand his 
noify jfargon, as an Aftrologer very 
proud of illuminating the credulous Mob 
with that vile Stuff, which he did not 
fo much as underftand himfelf. In 
moft Profefiions ( efpecially in thofe 
tjbiey repute Mechanick) the Members 
arefworn not to dilcover the Myftery 
of their Trade, which very Notion of 
Myftery makes others imagin that 
there's C)mething extraordinary in very 
trivial matters thus artfully difguiz'd ; 
and your My fterys of State (tho not 
to b e pry'd into by vulgar Eya, ' but to 
be Wmir'd with Veneration) are (bme- 

times. 
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hfiifit times a» airy and imaginary, as flight 
Y, and ridiculous as any others. 

t^sry. ; ; , _ 

1 1. BUT no fort of Prejudices ftick 
clofcr CO u^y. orare harder to be eradi- 
cated, than thofe of the Society wherein 
Mix live and had our Education. This 
Ifolds equally true of their civil Cuftoms 
and religious Rites, of their Notions 
and Pradiccs. We cannot eafily be 
brought to believe that our Anceftors 
were moflly in the wrongs much le(s 
that thofc with whom we daily converfe 
Iiave io lUtle ground for many of their 
Adions.: cTpccially fince we are as apt 
to love, or to admire the Opinions of 
M^n r»s wc (?o their Pcrfbns, and that 
\vc:uc [klk\ ill the lame PerfuaHon as 
well .;s they. On thecontrary likewife, 
Mi- f u\jiieiuly lure the Opinion for the 
liilxc oi ilie Terfon, and not lets fre- 
qucnrlv ilie Perlon for the- fake of his 
Opinion i eonnnonlyfor no better rea* 
fbn, than that we were differently bred) 
andaccullcm'J to think that one who 
errs in hh Notions cannbt be right ia 
his PraQicc, Thus the Body of the 
People in all Places of the World do 
greedily imbibe whatever they are 
faugh't to imitate or to refpefl froa 
^hcir Infancy^ and withowt/urther Evi- 

deoce 
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dence are ready to die for the Truth Letter < 
of it in old" Age ; which isto:become I. j^ 
properly Martyrs to a Hahtt/but not'^^'W? t^ 
; to Jteligibn or Truth, iinlels by mere ! 

<:ili:cideiat. Nay, iCuftom (which is 
not nflfitly calPd a fecond Nature) has 
impreftfuch a Staitapoa the very Lan* 
^uage of the Society, that whatsis dt» ^>^^./// '■' 
Jiver'd ia thefe or thole WDrd^ .cbo / . J V 
JBever £o contradiSory or abftrullb/- |5a(Fes ; ,^ /,;^ 
ordinarify forcurrentiTruth: buc change 
your Terms, or ufe the Expreflions of 
any other Party, and then ii^'ybu.^ak 
Oracles, whatever you fay i9..cb(>uted 
ialfe, or at beft fufpe£^ed...^jA ad ^indeed 
it caianot well be other wife,iiincp;chefe 
(Prejudices of all others mufti never be 
«xamin'd. You may reafbn your felf 
t( fi>r example ) into what Religion you 
pleafe ; but, pray, what Religion will 
rperndiit you to reafbn your felf out of ). 

ic ? I know ibme of ^em profefs to al- 
low a Liberty of examining, .but their \ 
Proceedings not (eldom (how their want 
of Sincerity : for let any of their Doc- 
trines be calPd in doubt or deny <1 after 
fuch. an Examination, and the Ferfbn 
chatdos it will pafi his time very ill. 
If he's not put. to Death, (ent into Ba- 
iiilBnienr^ deprived of his.£aiploy* 
jneats^ fin'd, or .-excommunickted j ac^ 

cording 



t ^ The Origin aid Force 

Letter cording as his Church has more Drkis 
L Power; yet the lea ft he may expeft, is 
to be abhorrM and fbun'd by the other 
Members of the Society (a thing hi all 
People's power) which every Man Itts 
. not Fortitude enough to bear for the 
fake of the erea tcft Truths ; and the ?ery 
Deamefi of Acquaintance has often re^ 
taioM Men of admirable Underftaiiding, 
in the external Profeffion of the mc^ 
abfiird and ridiculous Errors. 

12. ADD to all this our owhFi(ars 
and Vanity ; our Ignorance of Things 
paft, the Uncertainty of the preient 
Time, and our ibllicitous Curiofity a^ 
bout whatfs to come ; our Precipitation 
in Ridging, our Inconfideratenefs in 
aflentingy and want of due SuIpenfioB 
in examining: which makes us not 
only be carryM away by vulgar Errors 
in our Pra&ice^ to be mifled by our 
Senfes as well as by our Appetites, and 
to take numberlefs Falficj^s for demons 
ftrated Truths in matters of Specula- 
tion ; but likewife to be unjuft to the 
Merit of others, to confound the Inno* 
cent with the Guilty, and generally to 
prefer the latter. And, as our Pre|u» 
dices govern us, 'tis next to impoflible 
we Ihould ever truly dilcero who is the 

innocent 
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innocent or guilty Per(bn» who has got Letter 
the better or the worie of any Caufe ; L 
fince our firft Qneftion is not what a 
Man has done or how, But who or 
whence he is? being ready to approve 
or condemn^ to read over his Book or to 
throw it away, according to the Faftioa 
or Party he efpoufes. This furely is nei- 
ther fair nor manly dealing : and I hope \ .. 
nobody will pretend that it is the way 
to dilcover Truth, no more than to con- 
tinue fiedfaft in the Profeffioo of it; 
finoe it's hard, to conceive (for exam- > 
pie) by what means a Man can quir the : 
Alooran if he mud : never read . the v 
3ible; orif a Mahometan oi^facto'rcad ^^ .^ 
the Bible, I fee no reafen a Chri/lian S ; 
fliou'dfearto read the Alcoran; which -^ - 
is as true of all the Books in the Worlds 
It were (iiperfluous to fpeak any thing 
more at large of fuch common Places 
as our predominant Paffions, the Con- 
tagion of the confenting Multitude^ or 
the Authority of our moft mighty Mat- 
ter, the irrefiftible Tyrant CiiRpm, ' 
whicir*(5quaiTly rul& oyer Prtnc^, 
Frieftsy^ and Peopled V . ^ 



ij. AFTER thefe Obfervations 
we may perceive the perilious Condition 
of every particular Man^ and how im- 

poffible 
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Belter poffibleie appears for him to efcape In^ 
J^ fe&iott, to obtain or to prcfcrvc his 
' Liberty ; fince all the other men of the 
World are agreed in the fame Con- 
fpiracy to deceive him. fiutthaaPefi^ 
•ion exempt from Prejudices ieems. in 
his outward Circumftaoces to have little 
advantage over others ; yec thecult^ 
vating of. bis Reafbq will be the 'diief 
Study of bis Life, when on the^oI)e 
hand he^confiders that nothing catl 
equal his inward Quiet and Joy, feeing 
aimoft all the reft of his kind evengcove^ 
Jing in the dark, loil in inextricable 
MBzes^ agitated with innumerable 
. Doubts^ tormented with perpetual Fears 
' and not Are to find any End of their 
Mifery even in Death: while, on the 
other hand, be himfelf is wholly fe«- 
cur'd by a right ufe. of his Under<^ 
fianding againfi allthefe vain Dreams 
and terrible Phantoms, content with 
what he already knows, and pleas'd 
with new Difcoverys, without think- 
ing himfelf concerned in things infcru-- 
table ; not led like a Beafi: by : Au- 
thority or Pailion, but giving Law to 
his own A£ltioas as a Kee and reafo- 
nableMan. 
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* 14. t AM as (enfiblc as iny in I. 
tile WorWi SB REN A,/ how little 0*V^ 
you need that I (houM further idlai^b 
on thb Subjed^ you having already fo 
touch Knowledg and (b few Prejudices, 
rea(bning fo exadly, thinking fb nice- 
ly, and fpeaking fb juftly. Nor is it 
for your Inftrudion (Iconfefs) that I 
have written now at your Defire, but 
to (bow you how much we agree in out 
Opinions; tho lam ready to acknow- 
ledg that you exceed mod men as welt 
as my felf in Quicknefi of Underftand* 
ing^ as you do all your own Sex by 
your many excellent Qualitys^ In the 
matter of Prejudices^ you fee that at 
leafl: you are not in a worfe ftate thad 
other Perfbns ; or if your Circum-^ 
dances are better (asTrnfure they are) 
oeverthelefs you mufl: be content with 
the inward Fleafure and SatisfaQion of 
your own Mind, and not expert thd 
Applaufe of the Publick, which wouM 
rather expofe you to DifgraCe or Danger^ 
than do Jaflice to your incomparable 
Virtues^ But this ought not to hindei^ 
your in joying the Happinefs of free 
Difcourfe with any Perfons worthy of 
this Honor, whom you fhall find to 
have as much Judgment and Difi 

C cretioa 
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Letter cretion in reafbning, as I have Zeal 
and Sincerity in profeffing my felf, 
MADAM, to be your moft faithful 
humble Servant. 
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rbe 'Hifiory of the Soutt 
Immortality : among ih 
Heatheur. 




F the beft Religion ought to 
be diftinguifhy by the Purity 
and Integrity of its Morals^ a$ 
irell as by the Truth and Ufefulncfs of 
ts Do3:rins, I am not acquainted with 
ny body more fincerely pious than 
ou, MADAM; which is a Tefti^^ 
nony that all thole, who have the Hap« 
)inefsto be acquainted with you, will 
eadily grant to your Virtue. You 
lave no Doubts, I'm certain, about the 
Soul's In^mortality, and Cbriftianlty 
fFords the beft, thecleareft Demonftra^ 
ion for it, even the Revelation of God 
limfelf. But you have often admir^di 
^ou fayi how the Heathens came by 

C a Che 
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ILetcer the Difcovery of this Truth, (ince 

£L they had no (iich Revelation from Hea- 

V^^^ ven, and that what is (b confidently (aid 

of their fearning it from the antient 

Books of the Jews, may be as eafily 

denyM as affirm'd ; . befides that it is 

altogether groundle^ no (uch thing 

plainly appearing in thefe Books them* 

. fekes, tbo it be laanifeft from^ the Pe^^ 

»' tateuch and the Series of dtner Hiftory, 

chat many Nations had their ie vera! 
Religions and Governments Umg be- 
fore the Law was deliverM' to the 
Ifraelites. The fame holds as true of 
the pretended Preaching of Abra« 
/ A . //' . V HAM, and of the Tradition of the Soiy 
/ » //, pf Noah ; tTicfe being as deftitute 

of any Evidence from matter of Faft, 

/^ «s in their Circumftances utterly im^ 

' ' ' probable. To have therefore the plea* 

f llire, MADAM, of doing a Thing 

which you fignify will be very agreeable 

to you, I (mil lay this Subjea before 

you as it appears; to my felf, not from 

I Copjedures and Suppofitions, which 

give no body any real Convidion, how- 
ever they may filence or amufe ; but 
I (hall argue froni unbia(sM Reaibns» 
I ; and the greateft Confent. of antienc 

Writers. 
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Soufs hnmrtality. it 

Letttf 

2. TO Perfbns Jefs knowing and JL 
unprejudiced than S B R £ H A, k wou*d ' ^ " 
(bund ftrange perhaps to hear me fpeak 
of the Soul's ImnK^ality, as of an 
Opinion, which, like (bmc others id 
Philofophy, had a Begioptng at a certaiit 
time, or from a oertain Author who 
was .the Inventor thereof, and which 
was favoured or oppos\J as Peoples Per* 
Ibafion, lotereft, or Inclination led 'eoh 
But (b it was among the Heatfaem, 
whatever you may think of the matter; 
and r have fometimes conftderM with 
aftonilhfltient the weakneis of tho(e^ 
who^ contrary to their own Experr* 
ence,^ (eemM afraid to ^cknowledg ip 
cnuch : as if the natlire of the thing 
tou^d (iifier any detrknent from the 
Errors of others abotit iti or as if the 
Heathens had not entertain^ as ex«» 
travaganc Faheys abotit the very Bting 
cS Gqd^ and all the other Articles ot 
our Rdigipn^ which no bodytakes t6 
bcadyAJiiitinenragaioft the Tnich of 
them.";- ■ ■ * ' ■ 

■ 1 ■!.•-..,.•,..• I , • -1 

-' ^ 

;. HSyVl jho xhe-£gyptian Friefts, 
the Cbaldaean Magi, and the ladiaa 

wives aoouc toe Honor of this .Ia> 
j C I ventioQ 
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Letter vention (no lefs than thofe of Harlem 
II. and Mentz ab0u|: the begipning of 
i^^v^V Printing, and thofe of China and Eu- 
rope abiDutr the Origin of Artillery as 
well as of Printing, and other Nations 
about other Arts or Opinions) yet it is 
exprefly averted by A k i s.t.o t l e, 
and agreed by the generality v( Writers 
as an uncontroverted Truth, . that the 
snoR antient Greek Philolbphers did not 
dream of any. Principle or a^uating 
Spirit in the IJniyerfe it felf, no more 
than in any of the Parts thereof: but 
.explained all the FbsnoiQena of Nature 
/by Matter and local Motion, Levity 
and Gravity, or the like; and rejedked 
fdll that the Poets faid of the Gods, 
Demons, Sopis, Gbofis, Heaven, Hell, 
' ^yifionsy FrophcscySy and Miracles, as 

Fables invented, at .pleafure, and Fi3ions 
io divert their Readers. ■ .After T h a- 

^E:9y An A^lJM AJ^DK-Ri A 1^ AX If 

'34 s N E s, and others* ha<f > thus taught 
jtheUniverle to be infinite, and Matter 
fp bQ eternal|Mtho the Forins thereof 
were cliangeable, comes An ax a* 
r\t/^(^-'rh% CORAS (as it is unanimoufly own'd 

^ . ■* > 
•^ . / ^/ f ■ < I I.. ' V ■ ■ * ' ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ' J T' " ■■! k 

I ■ ?'■■.* \ f f •' 

* T#ir A m^stfoa ^(Km^n^tfjfptjii U j^OsMt Tat ck 
p9$ fic/V mi99 ^fiimif ma^ iff^^ Mr^^h* 
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; by almoft all Authors Heathen or Letter 
Chriftian) aod to this Matter adds ano- IL 
tber Priaciple, which he calPd the 
MIND, as the Mover and Difpoier 
of the fame : whereupon from fo cu- 
rious, (b neWy and ftrange an Invention 
be was firnamM • the MIND, fomel'^^^'^ 
deridmg and others admiring him ror 
this Notion. We (hail prefently fhow 
how he came by this Difcovery, tho 
moft of thofe that preceded him made 
infinite Matter the Principle of all 
things. 'Tis true that Thales 
maintain^ Matter to be effentiall/ 
Water, as Ai^axxmenbs afErm'd 
it to be Air; and that by various 
Racefadions and Condenlations all 
things were form'd out of thefe Ele- 
ments, and refolv'd into them again : 
but the meaning of both is, that the 
Particles of Matter are extremely Tub- 
til and io perpetual motion like Air or 



. ' Ariftoc Metaph.L i. Placo in Phasdone. Cic. dc 
N»^ Deor. L i. Dtogen. Laen. in Anaxag. Plucarch* 
inPericIc, Kinpladc Philof.l. i. Tertol. de Aninu. 
Cktn. Alex.Saonuc. L 2. Eofeb. de Prsp. Evang. L 
14: AttgylL de Civ. Dd, L 8. Themiil. Orac. 15. 
laam Produs, Simplicius^ aunmulcisaliis, cam Gen- 
dibusqitnn Chriftianis. 

* Dio^ Laerc in Aoaxag. Soidas in Anaxagonu 
Pbuxrcsu lAjrtticlGt 
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Letter Water ; from which Mbtioa» and the 
II. InBaitjTr |f the Uoiverfe^ the whole 
^ ^ Tribe of^Philofophcrs (as we£ud juft 
DOw) accounted for all the Fh^Domeoa 
cf Nature, till Anaxagoxas ad? 
dcd the movicg and ordering Mind. 

4. ONE wouM think that 2 Feribn, 
uho de{cr\'d (b well of the Greeks, 
^u'd have met with fuuble Rewards 
a3i Applaufe; but whether it be chat 
c.'^^ ether Philofbpbers envyM him, or 
that they wiih^d there was no Spint, 
cr due be did not fufliciently anfwcr 
ibor Ob^Goiocs, or whatever were the 
r^£iJco, ':is certain char he was unfold 
cuiTace 1:: his Reputation at that time 
zed ever ikce, havii^ bin very ill us^d 
by i:[ Fartvfy fx no caufe that I can 
itiy bcc ib.ii be did not fully come up 
to acy CI them. Seme aflert that he 
ciKJ ncc coderftuid the corpu&ular Phi-» 
lofophy, sndthat he efpous'd the Opi- 
rioo of the leparateMind (for he wji5 
Oct the Author of it) to Jaye -fei^-: 
ftif the Ia>)cr briandcrftaoiiiiigj:^^^^ 
tiTiaaicks, of OHikingJong DeduaKMS 
^d accurate OMer^ations, or- prying 
J«to the Nature of Thifl^, : Aerf.as* 
(r^on^rmaEioa of.^tiii^n:diey.':«E»{^yoii 
f h§f jn pfhcr Mafterj hisP^Mfemrf 
« ,- w3 lira; 
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was vcTjfpd&r wKtoefs; bis Viteaciiing Lmeil 
that the Sun was little bigger than the VU 
Fenidtii . of AffBlopoimerus -, that the C/VX^ 
Earth was tku and not round ; that 
the Firmamettt was made of Stones^ 
which were kept from falling by their 
fwiit Rotation i ; that in ^neration 
theiMaies osukke^om the Mother^ ri^t 
Side^ and the : Feinaks from her left ; 
that Snow wa Uack ; and that the Far<^ 
tides of all things, as of Blood, or 
Bones, or Gold, or Milk, were already 
formal and exiftent from Eteroicy, but 
that they cooftituted Blood,or Gold, 
3faick or Green, as it faappenM diat a 
ioiSicient Number of tlioxi were brought 
together into one Body, ib as greatly t9 
(iirpafithe Particles of any other tort^ 
MrUA' Opinion <the Greeks^ expre& by 
the i Word ^H^fmnmeirU. 1)iey farther 
^ lai^bt at hi A for leaving his Graoods 
to the difcrtkioQ of liis Sheep, charti* 
might te the more at leiFore iac the 
Stray of Aftronomy, in which his 
jSyftian of the Son and the Stones df 
the Ftrmameht fliows he was a wokider* 

' Vidf niofc IJOTfc ifl AiMKiiff'nWi ft^ Jid fiim Apno- 
tacores. . 

I TAofgauUfou in AnsngorsvteK ol) . . * i ' 
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Lettdr Opinioo of him, and tbe great Dr; 
n. BuiLnet (ia his ' Archsolqgf) £iyg 

i^V\^ that his Sirname of the Miod is far more 

y^ honorable than tbofe of Alricanus and 

Afiaticus: nor did Ak ax agorae 

£itl of fectiog a jud Vakie on his »vNi 

Worth ; iw after Iris Jbdk (whctber 

forAcbetfm in. u , . _ 

or for Treafon iaTOnTpirmg witlt Vf> 
iLiCci^Bs) When fofhe.\bbdy told hia 
that he was deprivM. of the Atbeliiansi 
ho imoKdiately aDlwer'd>' Vjr#ir i ^ 
tbnm^ hm they if mi. 

^. FHERBCYDfiS of chcIOald 
Synis, as we are infbriiiVl by ^ Cicif 
AC aodjocfatrsy wasdiefirft among tftt 
Gneek Pfaiiofepbetsifaac irainmictfid cbk 
imAortalicy of buctt^o 604!$ fto writingfi 
for tho THAL£'^^ii:^ftid.io have bia 
of the fame ! Optmoo^* ydL be. piiblifliM 
aothibg ;; and Maxii&us Ttrius 






* L, I. «,-t<% - ..- -- - - 

* Diogenes Laorcius in Anaxagon -, i funTf cM« 

* Credo «c9uidemcdaa«liQ6}&d (qood ^JtUSA 
cxctc) f hmcydcB ^t» ^fsVaum WUxk AtAnqi fib* 
niinum eife fempkemoi^ Hioc •PpimODKiA i)>M|fii|M 

«*i6r^.ii»/.«,V -W^fl^ Jjfttti^^ ^ 
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SfuC^ hmartaUty. ^^ 

(ia hU twenty, eighth DifTertation) af- tfitter 
firims with . C i c £ k q that P y t h a- ' JL 
Cokjiitif^'-SidmiMf the Difciple oft^fVX? 
PilERfiCYbj^s, ' WAS the firfi dfhong 
the Greeks wkq dwrfi . Qpentj maintdin^ tbdt 
the Boiy 0i$fydy% but thdt the SouIwm 
mm^f^,^ nehbgr fdjeS to Age mar Ccr^ 
W^Vt^ 4ttd thit it e:fifted befpre it tsme 
ffitSer. ^ Tqii feei it was Co ^ri^t an In* 
kidvation, tba^ be wa% reckoiiM a bold 
1^9iH) who had Courage enough to vent 
iri - Afterwards Plato and the reft ^ 

freedily imbr^cM this Dodrine ; and we f, / 
now how wid9l|^ the Grecians cou*d / 
iptj^d it by tj^^ir numberlefs Colonys > 
ia'AG?, in Itijiy^ in Sicily^ irir Gaule , 
^qd otbipr Part$ of (fhe World, aTwell 
9S hy (heir Pi^etsi) Orators^ , Hiftoriaos, 
a^d rhilo&phiprs^ -whofe Works were l 
to muc^ admirM "by othier Nations foe 
their Subtlity, Foliteneis, and Learning* 

6. BUT the next Queftion is^ 
whence Anaxagoras and his 
FoUowers (wbd pretended to no divine 
Rtvehitiods) borfowMthis Invention. 
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;o The fHfiory of the 

Lbttef tt is evident from antient Moauil]j:nt$ 
.^^JL. . thatheandtbootherPhibrophersof his 
iy'yyj fide, with the Poets and Mythologiftsy 
. . . learnt it partly from the Magi, wheq 
' .; ." thel^ffianstranfpo'rted their Arms iiitp 
' " ' Greece, and pairtly. from the Priefts of 
Egypt when they travcrdfor Know- 
ledg into that Conntry. , ' T h a l e s 
had his Philofophy of tlic '£gy[>ciaa 
Priefts. Plato wavn^ypE ajtoog 
time, . he has a great many of the Egyp* 
tianbodrins inhlfi. Wpfts, andisa'c- 
' knowffcdjg'd" by all tb'.haVtf'leamt of 
'themand of their Kfiiijile PY:I'kA- 
.v•'' CORAS as well as of ibe'Perfian Maglj 
7 whatever be has deKtrer'd about tficl 
Immortality of tht Souf^.tbe diiferedt 
Manfions of the Juft and'Uojuft.j^ 
a future State, the' Expiations bi 
Crimes, the liikes and Rivets, the 
Meadows, Caves, and 'Monfters of 



. * Di(%eB,Lacn:<inThalcte. Clnn. Alcnnd. Stroa. 
1. 1. £u&b. dc Fnepar. Evai^d. ;]. lo. Jofeph. L i. 
contra Ap, 

' Diod. Sic. 1. 1. Cicero 1. $, dc FiDibus. Lib. it 
SeaeSme. Tulc. Quxft. I i. Aril!ot. Mnaph. 1. 1. 
Oiog. Lam. in Flitonc. (^intilian. lib. i. ClORi 
Aldondria. in Admcnit. ad Gait Vakr. Max. 1. 8< 
Ftailoflnt. TR. AppoUoo. Jlfa^ i, - Hiaom mi i Vb, 
3. E^'i.-ad PsQlifanL Lafiaot. iik 4. cam amhit 
alii(. ;■: ■-■■ 

Hell, 



SouTs hnmmrtalkp ^t 

HelL ' PvTjiAGORAs^'Ofie'cf the IiQtter i 

greateft Tiivdlers in the Worldj^'con- IL ■ 

versM with the ChaldsKid 4Magi, the t>vN; ^ 
lodian Gymooibphifts, and partiinilarly 




thcfecrqtDoarins'of the latter, - which "^f ' ' ;. ' j^'{ 
they wou'd not communicate to him^^*^''^ '^v '^'' "' 
without this Condition. I will not l^pte;^ ii^i^ 
liereinfiftontfie Poets; as OrVh£us, y^ yiu'^^t ^y 
HoM£R, or any other of the moft ^^ ici'irf' ^ 
antient, who yet are all conjfeft- to have f\ ^ ' ,, ^. 
1)orrowM their FiQions from the Egyp^ ''p-j^' ■ r^'* . j 
tians, asmaybeleen in lEe IBtft Book r>einc . /■ > 

of'^DlODORUS SiCULUS. '^y>^% 

KAXAGORAS was firft taught hy the ' ^ , 
Mkgi, ha viig^bin twenty years of Age 
at the Expedition of Xerxes, 'add 
(^' .D I o N V S.I u s P H A LB R B u s re- 
lates) he begun to philoibphize in^A* 
thens at thdle Years. He was a Hearer 
of Anaximbkbs, and (as The 6* j 

DO RET and Ammianus Mj&r- 



* Hcrodoc*^ ill Thalui. Diod. Sic. I* i* Giceh> de 
Kmbus !• 5. . Plio. HilL Mac. J. ^6. cciam lib. 2$. 
Diogen. Laerc. io Fychag. Ifocrac in laudc Pufiiidis, 
Ksdiipafltm. 

' Clem. Alex. ... Theodorec in Seno. conn 

• Diog.Uerc.in AonQoia. 

CELLIHaS 



1^ TheM^Jt 4:^ 

£^* likew^ imo '. Egypc^. G» :tlur w« 
' VN^ plain)3»p6rceive whetxce be had hi/No' 

tioo^ the ordering Mind. ThoGreda 
Jeacnt .feyeitl things, of the Magi in 
tboCb j>&y§^ which afterwards in&Hi^ 
others :\tfitb the Deiitv. of . gotng iibto 
chofeFAresifbr perfe^^ their Knoilrv 

ledg.../ :■■'.: . ■.: > *■ V'»:ii 

■ ..■ • ; .-., ti.i . '. ' ■ "i'.a'.v 

.,.,/.,.. 7» B^UjT the great l>oubt ^ ftill . dSe* 

. J ^^ mam^ ww^ were the firftJoreiiftOKS it 

-!^i ^ / the^IjfQQriot ofiSpkit&.ainoDgtb 

r Q ' ijieoii t;he:Egypt«aii';B*ieft^ the 

'j(Af dttaQ Magi^i or ithft ; Indian. Br^oii^ 

' ' Bausania;*; i»^^ vcvy f pofiuve Jn ifcu 

; vdur^ ]of . the ^ two hft : , . i%f , fays fie, 

to he tJKpfi ti^bo MfflnitithMt the sSd 
of him w^immaktd^ isni of thU th^ 
fn/tUded at we'S: ofhn Greeks^ is^ tf^ 
/^^m^Flato thcSomUf^ATiiST olf^ 
A hy(r more Greeks :berides^ Pahs a** 
Ml A si (wd&Qm:thck Authorkv £mm 



•r 



MelittdioK.: r^aelii. ia .ARrononuUii^^ AftOi Mttttl* 



f I 



Soul^s Immortalitjk ^f 

of the Roman Writers) believM the Letter 
Chaldsans to have bin at leaft the In- IT. 
venters oF Aftrology, if dot of the <-^^^ 
Soups Immortality. But we might pro« 
duce an Army of Witoeffes^ if the 
things did not fpeak themfelves^ to 
prove that the Chaldsans ( to whoitt 
the Bramins ' were X^feiplesX nad all 
iheir Learning and Religion, and con* ./''//- 
iequently the Immortality of the Soul^ ! / 
DO lefs than Aftrology, from the Egyp^ / 
tians. We cou'd fhow that M a c r c^ . ' ' '; 
Bius * did not exaggerate, when he -;, 
calPd Egypt the Mother of the Sciences^ ■ 
and its Inhabitants the Parents of ai the '' 
Jrts in Vhikfofhjj the frft of aU Men 
that dar^d to fesreh and meafnre the Hear 
vensj and the only Perfons skilled in ai 
Divine things ; that is to (ay^ the beft 
Divines then in the Worlds But (uch 
aDifquifition not being abfolutely ne- 






Laerc. in Proaonio Hiftor. Philofophorum. 

' Dies quidem hie inccrcalaris, aocequam quintus 
Annus incipiac inierendus, cum iCgypci macris Arcium 
facione confeotic. Satwmal* lib. i.e. 15. Placo iSgyp- x 
tios omnium Philofophiz Diiciplinarum Parences it^ 
cucus efl. Somn» Self. L u c« 19* (^uos conilac primos 
omnium Cesium fcrucari & mctiri aufos. Ibi<Lc,2U 
Imicatus Agypdos iblos diyioarum rarum omnium 
confcios.- Sah&nMh Ui.c^n* '' ^ 

D ceiTary 






^4 77;^ ffiftory of the 

h^tjLcv cciTary here, we muft be content with 
^y4^' i^ft what ittakcs for our purpofe, 

S. THOSE who attiibiired the In- 
vention gr Kcligion to the ChaldxanSi 
twd no rca(?>vrLut their becoming (b fa- 
irious for Allrology (which they firft 
taught the Greeks) and the"mlglity 
Nolle which they made every where 
y , about Spirits and Dxnions, their Hicrar- 

/-:. .'.:r ^^y Qf Angels, the final Conflagration 

of the World, and fevera J other Notions 

. . "':,. ,,,. , like to ihele. But this Aflertion h 

'' eafily overthrown by moreantient and 

■ , // numerous Authoricys* Herodotus, 

'V // ' the Father of Hiftory, fays that ' the 

Egyptians rt^ere the frfi of Men who in- 

Jlitnted JlfcmUys, Shotvs^ and Pilgri- 

<i^i^^ges in honour of the Qods j and thdt 

from them the Greeks have learnt it ; of 

ivljich he a Hedges for a Proofs that thefc 

Things were fraSU^^Ji from remote Timet 

by the Egyptians , whereas but zfcry latelj 

by the Greeks. 'Tis confeft by all that 



Tfe^ti rt;'-3-pft)Tcsv ^lY^-Zltot eta's it Tnnna^ivot y mfS 
'f«tf T»7» ToJ\&» 'A/ (itf yag ^ajvc^M tK cr«AA« 1^ 

] . 2. 

the 
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Souts Immortality^ ^j 

the Acheniaas had a great part of their letter 
Worfhipfrodi their King Cecrops II. 
an Egyptian ; they had many Cuftoms 
from Dahaus and his Daughters of 
tbc fame Country^ and the. E leufiniani 
and Samothracian Mvfterys were only 
CopyVTrorh thofe of Is is arid Osi- 
Kis. As CO Aftrology particularly^ 
Herodotus maintains, ' That the 
BgyptMS-firfi invented rvhdt Month dnd 
Dsy Jho$^d belong to ench God^ and an ^ 
IP hat ever Day any PerJofT^ds to be bornj . 
Hfhdt wdsto be his Lot. what Death he '' 
fitou^d die, and how he jboH^d live ; and 
Shat theft things were made ufe of by fuch ^* 
Greeks as spere adHQid to Poetry. To 
the fame f)urpofc Dion Cassius 
ikys, ' That the Difpofitidn pf thit DM%i 
dcecirding to the ftven Planets svas the In- 
vention of thj Egjftians^ tho not com^ 
mt^nicated to all oihtr People but very Ute^ 
Ij ; and that it was utterly unknown to 



7f *3t/ i[AtfV iKA^ ^i,)V OTfy i$l ", KeU % S*«<r. < 

■'To A*Aii6<"1»Jce^^f 1k< iTrfa. 7»< ^AacFw7vf^ *vo- 

miK9y^ tt1t%i^^^f^0l(tn9P, 'Oiyav AfXMi 'EMiirt^ 

B 5t ik^ 



l6 The Hiftory of the 

Letter the oUGrecUm. Herodotus again 
n.^ acquaints us with what the Egyptians 
affirm'd from their own moft antient 
Records, ' That they had frft in ufe the 
Sir names of the twelve greater Gods^ and 
that the Greeh* harrow d theft things of 
them : that they were likewife the fir ft who 
Mf fainted JItarsj and Statnesy andShrinet 
far the Godsj and to carve Animals in 
Stane. This is further confirm'd by 
L u c I A N, whole Words are the(e : 
• The Egyptians are /aid to he the frft cf 
Men wba bad the Kj^awledg of the GodSf 
who hnilt Temfles, and infiituted Shrims 
and Jffemhlys. They were likewife the 
frft who nnderftaad the facred Names^Ct 
Words, and the fir ft that taught the fa* 
€Hd Difeanrfes or Language. But not 
lang after- the Ajfjrians learnt the Dot- 
trinof the Gadi from the Egyptians y thej 



' S'^a/iKx St«r_57?wi>txiflt^ iM^v vr2u\}ti Atyvr- 
?»^, X3W ^«Mt«r Aid7id'/€JVAiM|«tf/« Lib. 2. 

^e^y Trtf' Agyvrliav KO)fiV Acjuem s< 3«W nuttffay^ 
MOi hm Koi vn^if ir>fifttr, cr ra^i tmu ttyi^uHa t^vlof 
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Sours Immortality^ ' HT 

difo built Temfles and ShrineSr Md in Letter 
ibefe they fls^d Images and ereifed Std- IL 
t$$es : yet of old the Temples of the Ej^yp^ ^"^^ 
tidffs mere mthout any Statues. Here, 
are decifive PalTages againft the Affy- 
mns and the Greeks. Buc lei's hear 
.'DiODORUs SicuLUs of the Ma- 
gi in particular. The Egyptians^ lays he, ,r> . : ; 
affirmthat many Colony s i»ere fpread over r,. v^ 
the World out of their Country. For' / 
Bel us, nfho is reckoned the Son of ^^"''"^ 
Neptvl^e andXjinY A^ ledaColonj 
into the Land of Babylon ; and having fxt ;',, \' > 
bis Seat near the River Euphrates^ he did ,, 
after the manner of the Egyptians infti^ '' /^^ 
tute Priefls^ exempting them from pub-'- -Vv-.O'^* 
liek and expenjive Offices ; and by the JU, j/. \ 
'Babylonians they are ftiPd Chaldeans^ who / / / '; 
obferve the Stars after the Example of '' '^/' 1' 
the Vriefts^ and natural Fhilofophers^ and 
Afirologers of Egypt. This is back'd 



A¥vi XdfiA^Uiv^ : roc t% Ta^Avt^JH^ttf 'm? as^m Tt/)«; J 
^funwih V9 J\t Are^Atf)^. Lib. i. V 

D 5 by] 



;8 Ti^e Biflory of ihe 

. . Letter by.' Pau-sa\KiX.s,.. vYi\o f»ysi That. 
IL'^ Bel us thi. Bi^bylon$A» hsd hU Ndwe ^ 
^^f'^^^'^ frcm Bei^u* 4^^] Egypt tM the Son Qf[ 
Li B y A . And * D i o d r. u s repeats . 
once again, Thsit the Egyptians faid the 
Chaldeans of B^lfyhn were defcended frli^m^ 
them^ and that they learnt from the Egyf^ 
tian Priejls . th4t Jflrology whieb gave 
them fo m/tfh Reputation. To tire you 
with no rnore , Proofs, the Egyptians 
had many^ oppdrtunicys to fpread their. 
DoQiins in Afia as well as in Africa 
; (efpecially before the AiTyrian Monar^ 

cjjy) by ilie prodigious Conquefts of 

Sesostjiis and his Succeilors even 

into India, tnuch further than Alext 

v .2 rj/y/ A N D E R the Great couM penetrate many. 

Ages afterwards. Sesostris waS'. 
likewifc in Thracia,, and .fbnie other. 
Parts of Europe, v^ jSI ¥.<^epsp'S, anc^ 
ther Egyptian King,, is related to hav? 
taught many myfterious Rites to the 
-' Magi, the Sciences not being then un- 
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* 'O iv 'tai^yiton B»Xof Acw ftft'^i ■ AryjfTnn Bn/.r 

* ^etffj cTg 7\ifBV hd£v\avt y^^Oil^ WOtKdi ktyjlh-'' 

•' ? CJiiiquc Magwicfcuu Myftcria «v^» Ncccpfts; ^* 

worthy 
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worthy of Princes; for 'Porphy; Letter 
RY tells us, That fhe Race of the Magi II. 
was fo fotifit and honorable amonj( the V^ 
Per funs f that D ar.i u s the Son of '" 
Hystaspes caused to' be nnfcribd 
among other things ^ on his own Monument^ y.r 
that he was Mafter to the Magi. I know ; 
the Jews and a world 01 Chriftians • ' 
pretend that the Egyptians had all their 
Learning from Abraham, a Chal- 
dean by Nation, the not by ProfeflfiDn, /. 
a Stranger who liv'd there only two 
years, and who probably fpoke a dif- 
ferent Language. The Pentateuch 
makes no mention of his Learning ; 
or if he underftood Aftronomy. or anf 
other Science, why did he not rake thp 
fame pains to inftruft his o\Vn Nation 
as he did the Egyptians? for the Jews 
were of all Eaftern People the moft 
illiterate ; whereas it is recorded in the 
A6lsof the ApDftles for the Honor ofc.7.v. 22. 
Moses, not that he followM , thfe 
Doftrins of A b r a H a m, but that he 
was educated and had excell'd in afl 
the Learning of the Egyptians. Tlfe 



' '0u7* S% (JLtya Kelt (TiSATuioy y^"oi 7^3 Tm^^ 
ym¥ >ir9^« L^jibunaXti* l>e Abftin. Animal. 1« 4«< 

D 4 > ;Peo€atcucli 
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jlf% The Hijlory of the 

I^tter^ocxafion to make (bme mention before ^ 
^.. i|./ have done. Thus it was with otWr 
T q^scV Do£lrins. Yet, as I hinted before, bc- 

cautethe Greeks learnt mofl: of their. 
Aftroiioiny and Aftrology frona the Ma*' 
'* gi, they imagioM tTjenni to have invent-' 
cd <Eote Sciences *: 'ToTLy reafon of their 
Colonys in Afia ^ and in the Ionian 
Iflands, tjiey were acquainted with^hc 
Magi, niucTifoqner than wit htF^ 
-^,5/ tiari PropTiets, haying little knowfedg of 
the fatter, till Egypt wasconquerM by 
the Perfians, and till the time of A l e 3^- 
A]^^D£R the Great; travelling after- 
wards very frequently thither, and in 
great numbers. 

10. THE Getes learnt the Immor- 
tality of the Soul from their Country- 
man Zamolxis, who was Servant 
and Difciple to Pythagoras, and 
who fo wrought by his ' Addrefs on 
thofe Scythian Nations, tliat they qot 
only reccivM Laws from him, and the 
Doftrin of a future State<; but (b 
•great was their Rcfpc^l towards him 

•-,-,....■.• 

* 

.".Hcrodot. 1. ^. Strabo 1. \6. Mflafcas.& HeD«- 
nicttft in £tymc4ogico magna Poqphyr. ia via Py tlug. 
Diog.LacruihPyt^gowt* ; • '^:/'/; ^', ,' .: 
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for tbefe Benefits, that after his Death Letter 
t^ey ^orfiiip'd him as a God. This IL 
Qf loion of changing the prefent Life 
for a better, inade them (b fearlefs in 
Hattel^ and To Teady to ' expofe them- 
ielves to the gfe^ceO: Dangers, being 

continually fir^4 to a noble Bmulation 
by their Poets, who (like the'Gallick 
E^rds) eternizV the Memory of thofc 
magnanimous Worthys that Joft their 
Lives in War^ :The Druids of Gaule 
(^ -Vrfaom wer? iilay thofe in Britain) 
wno were of the fame PerfuafiqQ with 
theGetes, and who taught the Tran(^ 
migration of Souls, borrowed their Let- 
ters from the Greeks, and probably 
their Philofbphy, as Julius Ci£- 
SAi^ in ' expreft words informs us. 
This might eaiily be done by means of 
the moftantiettt Greek Colony of Mar- . 
leiTIes, tamous for Arts and Learning. 
They might have a Communication 
+ with thofe of the Grecian Country, ^and v^ 
Religion behind them in Italy. And 
from their Neighbors the Germans 



' Pompon. Mela L2.C. 2. cumaliispxnc innumeris. 
^ Cadar At Bdto Gak 1. 6* Pompon. Mds 1. 3^ c z. 
Amm* Marcd; 1. \^^ PKnius iliique. 
' Cofft^ reliq^s :fiite Rebus^ pablkte- frinciiqtte -; 

Gallica "* ^ '. - • 
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46 The Fiijhry of the 

Letter for the fame end. Thus I s i s, $ i- 
II. R I s, A N u B I s, T H o V T H, and the 
•^ like, were at firft pointed to aboce, and 
their Hiftorys explained: Suphis, and 
Set H OS, and Phanes, and Mo- 
ses were faid to be tuider grouAd. 
But the unconfiderir^ Vulgar hearine 
the Learned conftatatly talk of cert-Mn 
Perfons to ibe Starsy betiev'd ^imafUft 
€0 be realty there, acid th^t^ll theothcifs 
\uere tTMter ground ; beicffufe, as Ci- 
-c E R o fays, • The Bodf's of ibe' Desd 
fdttiffg 6n the Ground^ MnA being eaver'd 
-uHh Bdnb, they thought thdt they led the 
reft of their Lives belong : from whiteb 
Perfua(ion he obferves many Errors to 
have proceeded, efpecially the Fables 
and Terrors of Hell. 

12. ABOUT the Life of thofe in 
the Stars I (hall fpeak more largely ano- 
ther time, when I have leifare to write 
the Difcourle 1 promisM yoa about the 
Origin of IdoUtry. But at prefcnt I 
ihall proceed with thofe Funeral Rites, 
which were the occafion of fo many 



^ In •Tcrram cadcncibtis Corporibus, hilce tuund 
Ceftis, fub Terra oeniebaiic rcUqusoi vicun agi Mor* 

opinions 
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Opinions relating to a future State 
in Egypt, in other Parts of Africa,, 
cvtr allAfia, in many places of Europe, 
antJ particularly in Greecci DxdbOr 
'^'u s S I c u L u s, in the firft Bobk of 
ftis iln^aluable LibtAryj very largely rd- 
4res the Funeral Rites of the figyp- 
ttan^s %rpeciaHy their manner of enii- 
t*Wiing Bodys '*ff fath Perfe£Jion, thM 
aftter many A^ the fame Li%:6flte& ^nd 
I^iiieaments cdminue: after which he 
^proceeds in thefe words. ' The Rili; 
Hops of the Body that is to be hwrfi^ ^ 
qakiM before^hknA the Judge Sj and the 
'K.indred as weB as the'Frietidshf the deaH 
Terfvn with the Day of his BtttSdl ; and 
iffrerieRing his Name^ they certify that 
he is at that time to pafs over the Lake. 
After this there ajfemble aibvefottf 
Judges, and fitting in a eertMrn Semi-' 
circte^ yrefard on the fide of the Lah^ 
the Boat y which is provided in the mean 

while 







4^ The Hiftory of the 

hetttt while by thofe to whom thst Csre belongs^ 
i?^ ^ ^rwjjA/ thither by the Fenymsm^ 
^^^^ wham the Egjptidns in their Lm^ 
gusge cdtt Charon. Wherefore they 
fdy that Orpheus, having feem this 
Cnfiom when he had formerly trsz/efd 
into Egyft^ composed hit Fable abont Het^ 
partly imitating thefe things, and fartlf 
inventing out of his own Head. Then 
DiODOKUs goes on to tell chat every 
body may accu(e or de&nd the dead Per- 
ibay who, if he be provM to have led a 
bad Life^ is deny'd the ufual ibrt di 
Burial. From this Prohibition of Bu* 
rial in Egypt, which was affiiding to 
the Living and fcandalous to the Dead, 
the Greeks (and from them the Ro- 
mans) had their Notion that the Souls 
of the unburyM were dilquieted, and 
GOu'd not pafs over the River into the 
Elyfian Fields, turning a noble Pradice 
into a fenflefs Fable. Hence youogay 
likewife perceive how ttiey came by ItHe 
Notion of infernal Judges, which o£oe 
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SbUl's Irhmortalitf^ j|^ 

thevbcfto«r'd-.*o^^ Mino«, i^Actts: Lstteif 
iM^Rtt^^ the 'molt il. 

JiiftPrtiiccs^ •Among the Greeks. Bde 
oot to dJgftfS) if anyfalfe Accufer ap* 
pear'd) he was ' fevef ely punifib'd ; and 
if nooe Jiceus'd the dead, then he was 
piit' into his Goffio^'and his Relations 
throwing 6^ their Mourning, made a 
Iblemn Panegyrick^ not magnifying his 
Dignity -oY Family, but commending 
his Education, Piety, Juflrice, Tempe* 
ranccj •^afttdi other VinUes. After re- 
lating trtore Particular itys to our pur*^ 
pole, DioiyoKUs makes this moft ju^ 
dicious Obfervation. ' The Greeks, (ays 
he, ia their commentUiotu tabtis, dndby 
their eelehrdted Poets have '■ difgmj^d the 
Ttutb of theft thif^Sj as of whdt reUtes 
to the Honor of thejnftdnd Difgrsee of 
the Wicked 5 snd iherefo^^they hdve him 
fo fdr from being dhle by thefe medns to 
ledd Men to the beft fort cf Life^ thdt 
they dire themfehes deffis'd by the Bdd^ 
dnd derided for their ToUj. But dmong 

E the 
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triui iutCiChini/i£mi tup «%i tHov ^^ ^ft^jy^ 
IMP 7f 'Twv %xjaiCm viMfi mf4 thv tw TStvn^m v^tHJMf* 
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ILO The Jltjlory of the 

IflttK th^ Egyfiidms, the PumJbmeMP <f the 
.11. Wicked Md the Recomfince^ of the Good^ 

^-^^^^ nta . heii^ €oniMiB\d $m JFdhles, hut txhi* 
bited to ot$r Eyes^ ruiph Psrty u. every dity 
p$t in mi»d cf their Dutys \ and by thk 
Cmjtom there grdws the be ft dnd mqft ufe* 
fnl Reformatm of AUnners- Lower in 
(he fame Bodh; he gives a Catalogue qf 
fdCb ceJebrated Greek Fhilolbphers and 
Legiflacors. as were initiated ia the 
ii^gyptjan Learning ; and repeats againi 
rbat Orpheus ' brought from menu 
the gre^tefi fart of the myfteriotis Rites 
(us'd in Greece) with the Orgys thst are 
celebrated at their Explanation^ and the 
FiSions of Hei. Somewhat lower a« 
gain, he^ that was an Eye:witoefS| 
aflures us. That ' the Meadow^ which wst 
the feigt^d Habitation of the Dead, is a 
plate by the Lake calPd Jeberufia near Mem^ 

phisj 



(JUV 7T9V}6^7if Tiff XfifiAOtmy 70li iTA^fj^if TUf rifJUfi 

]^fif HLOjt ci/^ofujAn ^tofl^vatf yv^loi ivp n^v* Lib. i* 
* O^f ee fUP ya^ 7»r fiuf^x/u9 T^fTVK Tee ttAbsb, iuu 
TjEt cfel 79)^ f«i/7tf ^Kdomf 9f}iatofii90t^ ^i 7Hf Tvr or 
Ij? jy fM'doAcT/eur oTnnyi&Aatu Ibid. 

f*fliiAM;^«rTflr «ipiT»r Affsm mw mr ««^ 
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Souls Immortality^ 5 1 

'^Uf.ti^hichMUy is farronnded with mp^ letter 
%esutifiUMc$i< 4nd Gtcvus of Lotus and ^'^* 
Cdsmssk. Nat it intprofeffy /jud that r//^ ^>'yvi 
Desdisfiditi thoft places yfor th^tth^gn^x- 
tfi part ditd tit iff oft fftm^tuom ofjhe Egyp^ 
tutm BwriiUs ^rtmadi here^ the dead Bodys 
kdkg' tr49tfported ovfr the River and 
^ch&Mfian^Ldktj attd Uidjk^te in Grots 
msSe fik that futpofe. ; The othnc ^io- 
^iom of jbd Greeks ohoutHeS, do likewif€ 

feismtJk tEofe things, which t^n to thy 
^forfHd in Egj^fi,: for, the ipirjf / 
(ran/porting iEe Bodys u'ealPd^BM- 4. 

, and £' piece of Mony to the value of 
sn Oholns is paid for fraught 'fo the Ferrjt" 
maMj who im their Country Language is 
caFd Charon, "there is atjo neir 
thofe places^ as they fay^ the ^^m: of 

£ 2 darkfom 



^^,hau>u kufihxda^ J^^ei^n^i ngJ ro ^^o^K€^9 rwi 
Aiyurriiov 7^ v?^^f x^t fce^faf iv\clv^ yivuhti^ 

^ ToMd TA 7n£0k TO/; '£AAm^ Jnt9* ei<Pv [xxibuiigynyixitA 
T9jf ili VM9 yivofiti^oti x^T* Atyj^v : to yiivya,^ J^atuh 
(u^ol^ TA nt^UlA fthMW^ Basjiv xg^^etc^ 9 70 (T'e^flC^rtF 
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51 l[ht Hijlory of the 

Letter ddrkfam Hecatie^ dnd thi Gdtes cf 
n. CocYTUs AnA Lethe msie f^ft 
with kra:in Bolts. There ' are dlfo other 
Portals of Truths And, near thefe the St^ 
tue of Jufiiee without a Head. There jit 
remain among the Egyptians fever al other 
things that gave occajion to.pnr FaUcj\ 
keeping ftitt the fame Names, yi .^Ar 
fameASlions ieingperfornsd. Here?s 
iDofl: natural Account of the Rife of 
thofe Poetical Fidions concerning tbe 
Ely Han Fields, Charon and his 
Faflage-mony, with tbe diflPerent Mao- 
fions of departed Souls^ and the ieveraf 
Portals of Hell. All other. Origins are 
fal(e, or manife((ly abfurd and precarious. 
This whole Book of the moft accurate 
DiODORUS defcrves to be read : but 
I have tranfcribM enough for my pur- 
pofe. 

i^. THUS have I (bown you, 
MADAM, how this Opinion of the 
Souls Imniorcality,andi:he Confequences 
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Sours Immortality • jj 

of the (ame, was introducM from the Letter 
Egyptians among the Grecians, fpread IL 
by the latter in their Colonys in Afia '^ 
and Europe, and delivered to the Ro- 
mans, who from the Greeks had their . 
Religion and Laws. I marked the Pro- 
grefs of it among the Scythians, Ger- 
mai^ Gauls, and Britains.. I have like--^ 
wife^prov'd how from Egypt, the Place 
of its fiirt^, it traveled to the Chal- 
dasans and Indians, and from them over 
all the Eaftern Parts of the World : for 
'tis no wonder that this E>o£l:rin was 
gladly and univerfally receivM (cho noc 
built among the Heathens on its true 
Realms) fince it flattered Men with the 
Hopes of what they with above all 
things wbaribever, namely, to con- 
tinue their Bxiftence beyond the Grave ; 
there being but few that can bear tha 
very Thoughts of ever ceafing to live 
fbme where, and moft People commonly. 
chuHng to be miferabte, rather than' 
noc to bt ac alh This was the State of 
the SoiiPs Immortality, among tbofe 
Nations who were not illuminated by: 
Divine Revelation. The People begun 
k, from them their Children leafincir,^ 
ac lad it became a pare of all mens? 
Education j{z$ it Jiappens to^. Opinions 
generally reoeiv'd)an^!(b' the Learned 

E } themfetves 
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54 ^e ^j*«0' ^/ ^^ 

Letter themfelves IbelicvM it before ibe|l kid a 
IL rbifon for it* *Tis true, tbe Vulgar^ 
C/W? vbo are qot uj^ to Refl68:io6s» em*^: 
iy bracM it everafterivards (as ibey do ftill) 
' upon Truft or from Authoric)^ : but .noft 
. . '^-r, ' 'V fo with tbe PbilofbpherSi who cfii^r'd 
/>v '. r, - - r many probable Arguments for the SoulV 
.V ' . feparate Exigence and eternal Diuratbo. 
They conceived their own Thoughts or 
Ideas to be imoiateriali and to haue 
nothing in common with Excenfioo; 
they found a Freedom in cheir Wills^ 
and a fpontaneous Motion in their BOf 
dys ; they obfervM a perpetual Conten- 
tion between their Appetite and their 
Reafon i they Jaid much ftrefsvOn their 
Dreams, and thought that fbmetimei 
awake they had certain PreGigesin their 
Minds of fbrjorjB. Dangers v they faw 
ibatMen had an unquenchable Tbirft 
after Knowledge a Profpe^ of Futurity, 
and eaFneilly. d^fir'd a Happinefs that 
ibou'd never end; tbereforie they con- 
cluded chat all tbeie thinga moft needs 
proceed froa^fome Being diftifii): from 
the Body, which was ieif moving, and 
Qoofequently^i immortal ; fmce every 
Parcel of Matter il movM by fooGie ex*' 
cemal Caufe, and that mthtt kis Mo* 
tioo in it (etf eaa never kk it. ; The 
SD^^s Immorrali^wis ttiipwiiie greats: 
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confirmed among the Heathens by Letceit 
eir Legiflacors, whereof feveral did U^ 
t believe it themfeTves ; bat- (obtcfv- ^ 
g that tho Ibme were vcrtuous by 
atureor Temper, and thatothers were 
ide (b by the hopes of Reward arid 
Dnor, or by the Fear of Punilhment 
d Dtfgrace) they fbrrher adoptdd this 
minion, as fucing alt mens Circum- 
inces, perfuading them that in the 
her Life, the Wicked were fu re to be 
inifh'd for their Crimes, tho they 
Ight here e(cape the Rigor of the 
Lws ; and that the Good wouM like* 
ife meet there with thofe Rewards, 
hich might be unjuftly deny'd tb 
eir Merit in the prelent Lire. )9y 
hers this Argument was deem'd fo 
ve more of Reafbn than of Politicks in 

and they have laborM to prove that 
ch a Condud was neoeflatily be- 
ming the Goodnefs and Equity Of'^ 
ofl: wife Being. They had (everil 
ifputes about the SouPs Prs-exiftendt, 
Liration, Eflfence, and the Manner'&ciki 
ime of its coming into the Body, ^s 
ivingof it, and their Union together, 
n tbde Subje£ks there have bin writtia 
any fubtU and ingenious Cdnjeflards, 
ic more that were ridiculous, extm* 
igant, and impoffible. Ndr have^ tile 

B 4 modera 



^6 IheMfiory of the 

Letter modern Philofbphers fucceeded aoy bet* 
IL ter t ba n the Aotients, and among both of 

^-^^'^^^V them (carce any two were of a mind ; 
whereas in my opinion the Moderns 
have not the fame right to examine this 
jmatter as the Antients, but ought hum- 
bly to acquiefce in the Authority of our 
Stvicr Jesus Christ, who brought 
Life and Immortality to Light. 

14. 'TIS no wonder that a Notion, 

thus grounded among the Heathens, 

was doubted or denyM by great num- 

.bers of them, even by whole Seds, as 

the Epicureans for example; and in 

fi)me othior Se3:i the diftin£l: Being of it 

tfcer Death was totally deflroy'd, they 

making it then to return to the Soul of 

the World, and to be fwallowM up 

therein, fiutijn all Seds there never 

.wanted particular Feribns who really 

(Opposed tLbe Soul's Immortality, tho 

chey might a^cdinmodate their ordinary 

Language tO the Belief of the People: 

for tuQtt'Qf the Fhilofophers (as we 

. re^d) hadrt wo. forts of Doftrios^ the 

. oneinternal^aDd the other external, or 

f |he one private and the Other publick; 

, >thp latter to rbe:iincl'ifFerentIy communi- 

iff^tei to all this. World, Mid the;former 

:.iBpIy v«ry c»9nojs% toihcltjsefl^ieqds, 

/.;j!.»c::: : ^^ Of 
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3 (boie few others capable of recei\r- Letter 
it^ and that wpu'd oot make any ill IL 
-of the fame. Pythagoras him- ^^^^^^» 
did not believe the Tranfnpiigration \ 

:eh has made him fo famous to Pof- \ 

ty ; for in the internal or fecret Doc* 
he meant no more than the eternal 
rolution of Forms in Matter, thole 
lefs Viciflitudes and , Alterations, 
ich turn every thing into all things, 
all things into any thing, as Vegeta- 
; and Animals become part of us, we 
Dme part of them, and both become 
(s of a thouland other things in theUni- 
[e,Earth turning into Water,Water in« 
Ur, Air into 4^ther, and fb back again 
Mixtures without £nd»or Number. 
; in the external or popular Doflrin 
imposed on the MoS by an equivocal 
predion, that they (boi^Ji become vdri" 
kinds of Bedfts after Deaths thereby to 
er'emthe more effeftually from Wic- 
Inefs. Take notice, MADAM, 
w his intimate Acquaintance and Dif> 
le TiM^us LocRus fpeaks. 
' any Ferfon^ fays he, mil continue 
Hnitent and refraSiory^ he fidU be fure 
Pftnijbment both from the LmvSj and 

from 

wu d 7*ub Tm f9^mHMa$d'Vi,7¥p\h^v-^^* 



^ 7 he Bifiory ofi^ 

Ifittti But ^tir Duth iiun^c^mii:hheik\ 
\j^^h^ l^tn vihtrt the Childr4i$ f€tl4^iborm 
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Wirt hfi im Ddrksufr mA ievdmrm;g^^ 

Tkdthwsfts tbelBody^ gnd M Igfirdei 

Nor [fares the Soul. Infer nd Depths, 
MtaA'^thofe r . '- 'V /^' .(;T 
. . JDitrk . ¥jkgdomt' . of^ ' ^' ineSoriikU' 
iiiiord^rr .. 'J^ c ;*i^^•■.••■ . ".■L.M'j- / 
■ With. Cnb\tis, guar itrig the well^^^^ 
;) ' AiiateSf. . i - j-»-;.f.^>i' ,/■ ". - ^ 'ti •■ 
i jrelnif fepjlejs^ iT^Mlesii and empty 

^ F4^/(^ /iit^ 1^/1/0 4 frightful Dream. 

The bed: reafon I caafiodfortb^I^iicre- 

dulklFdf^v^'^'^^^r >^^^^ Bxpcrfeikre 
th«y\ hAid of their own Fiflions-abStic 
the future State oT t5b .Sdur : for \&arce 

^ X ,- ^ ; . 

I 

jQuzris quo jaceas poft obitum loco ? 
Quo non naca jacenr. 
Tcmpus .nos avidiun .deyocat & Chaos. 
Mors individua eft noxia Corpori, 
.V. Ngc.jg^rceos AniojaB. Tasnaro^ & afpcrp . ,..^ 

' Cuucs^nofl .'ficill Cerberus bftio, ^^''\.' r-\ 

rf " rrp one 
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one of Vm believ'd the charming De- Ijtttti 
(sripikfuivihcf ^ made of tbe^ ]|ly(ian ff^ 
Fields^ nor th eir t errible • thd ^ elegan t 'is^VS? 

l^edr* V I KG I Ly the moft accurate and 
anii^d Tdpngii^fdliekr of the \ infernal 
Regions, cou^dyet^ when htfu^ought 
«f E p iLOttiiiiu s; vtbreak. out :iiiid this 
Fhilofbphical Rapture : ' ^ '.'o •. - 

>^/ who coi^^d of thhfj^s^e Cm- 

, OrV e/ j// P^iir/, I9h0 ^odi tread 
V. V.\ -iftndir foot ' ^ ' a\ ^^X-, . : ' 

Rtkntlefs Fikti-^dpi griiJfy Wdves 
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Ilhbu^ nevei^ bare done ifi I alledg'd 
all the Paflages where H o k A c e, J u- 
V « N^A L, attd ^hrreft of tSern fport 
with the ftorys about Hell, and Ghofts, 
and the like :. but CoRKELrajs Se* 
V E R u s has expreft the Minds, of them 
all/ tho after a more (eribus manner, in 
his Poem concerning the burning of 
Mount Etna. 
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' Fdix qui pocuic renun cogoofcere Cjiuias, . 
A;que Mecus omocs &; inexonbilc^FMim 
Sub/cctt ^edibttf^ ^tpnf»is^^^i^^ hrfAl 

Of 
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4t The Ht/kty of the 

f^ '.A €f iUi i>ur Errm atii Mi^^ 

<Tii\gri4teft pm frmeds fhmtrHi^ 
InVtii t tin -Bo^Sj not tn V^mt j 

Ifidt^t* ..;■.• > . '.:^u«;r»>i 

a JBAici^ : ditf; Sfiriu ujkvtmg 4 min 

ground^ , li-c-'^Kl ■ - ^-(AcV'}.^ 
An A P L UT o's fAllU Regions sfttr 

T/^^ Poets feigned thp&t^mi^ Wwes 

r<\ Jms jiretchVi ' :\ ".a 
Yjy they ^ fbor Ta^TALUs, who 

tB^e torment 
Wit A Hunger jnerdtef/ dnd^HkH^jffi 
hkthej^ ■.; ^j; 

O-Mii^os sind EacU/S^ ifi^ 

Tiur fplendid Judgments upom trent^ 
bling 3oulsi 

'Tie 
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PlurimapsrsSctnz renun edfallacia: Vates 
5BB'fcHirifigros vidafUBt e rmine M a m e t, - ' 
At^ inter ciccres Ditis pallentia Eegoa. .. 
Mcti^ti leasts Scyj^liOflafque; CandTquc. 
, Hi Tinrp0 fepccm ikrifier^ in )iigcrafQedti$(r} 

'.SblBalaiwquc Sin ^ Miao5, nxaqoc, AKtyin umbrii 



Smil'i luDMrtdit). ^f 

'Ti> thet vho turn Ixioh's rrfr I^uer 

Jtid f«rge AllthUther f»hUi undet WV 

' E«rth. . ^ .'_ , 

■. Earth^s Kot CROi^h: tbtj $ry:wout 

," ^ , tVeGods, ' J » 1. -•;"'. ■' 

piJH think riie ' iint^ritafil^ pcrj^^ps, 
r'ejtcluding rliern by this laft Lii^^ouc 
'■^aradift: bur, befides that th^jiv^?- 
r(h;no lefs foe" "tlicir Fifl'ions id j^rc^ 
rfijx of Truth, the Injury's t\pi lo 
^t ; Hnce they canooc mu^^ i^^r g,^ 
ell of tbeirpwQ leaking, ^^.'i. 

id. BUT thcRealbnsof thoie.wbo 
iDy'd the Immorcalicy of th^' S^ul^^ 
hether Poets or Philofophers^ are al- 
oft all comprehetided in a .,niifi'Q«^ 
biDpalsby Pliny the elder, in the 
ventb Book of his Ndturtl Hiftorj. 
dfterthflvtermeatoftbeBodjry Giyshe. 
vrc *re varioMt Co»jellurts *hpi^ dfr. 

JmcanuDT', idemqneioQtiE IxronfioiliAni.' 
Quictjuid 8: intcrius -laHi fibi confria Tern dL 
Non eft Terra fiitis ; fpemlancurNtmritixIMmn, 
Necmccu\mi(xnilcTaliaioadmictcie,'Ccdo, Sec. \ 
* Pofl fcpultunm nrix ^bnilIIn Atnbtgh. On* 

bUs a fuprcna die adaa'^mK X^s^:>!^ 



^4 T'^ Hiftbry of the 

Letter fdrtid Souls. Bat the St Ate of M Mem 
11. is the fame sfter the Uft D^y of their 

^-^^^^^Life, M before the ft fi\ nor is there any 
more Senfe in Body or Soul after Deusb^ 
thsn before the^^Diy of our Birth. Tet 
the Vanity of living Men extends to fth 
iure Af^es^ and feigns to it felf a ^itew 
Life in the very time of Death :^ fome 
befiotping Immortality on the Soul'j fome 
teaching theTranfmilgration of the famiX 
others allowing Senfe t a thofe in HeUj and 
fporfififping theif Ghdfts^ and making a 
God of him J who is stoi at ptfent.Jo 
much as a Man. As' if indeed the math 
ner of Breathing in Man differed any way 
from that of all other Animals ] or as if 
there coi^d not be found many things 
whith thjoy a longer Life ^ to which no 
body dreams of attributing the like Im^ 
mortality, put what fort of Body has 
the feparate Soul ? Of what Subjlancc ? 

Where 
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magk a morce lenfiis ullus auc Corpori ant kvMak^ 
quam antcNatalem. Eadtmenim Vanicasin JEucurum 
ctiam.fc.prorogac, 8c in mortis quoque tempore ip& 
iibi vitam mencitur : alias Immorcalitatem Animx \ 
alias Transiigunitioiiem ^ alias fenfum Inferisdando, 
& Mahes cdeDdo^ Ddunqae faciendo qui jam eciam 
Homo effe ddkric Cca y^o iillo modo fpirandi ratio 
floiimu a oneris AnimliiHisdifleC) aut non diueur- 
BfQra.roula ia wa refqnaacQry qmbus nemo fimilem 
diviqic ImmoriaUtatdiu- <{ubd autem Corpus Aninue 

pat 



Sours Immortdltty. ^t 

Where refides its Thinkissg f How does it Letter ' 
fee ? Ham does is begr ? Or by whdt IL 
means does is touch i About tohdt ie^ is O'W^ 
huffed f Or tphat Good un shert be ^ .C^. 
loabout shefe things ? Where likewife it ' 
she Manfion thereof f>^ 'And in fo msny 
Ages 9 how vdji mufiie the multitude, 
of Souls ^ AS well us of Gho/fs ! Thefe 
are Allurements to qusetChUdreMf and the 
JiStions of Mortals tkutwoisd live with^ 
out end. The Vanity of freferving the 
Bodys cf Men J is like that of the Re fur - 
region promised by D EMp c r i t u s, 
who did not revive himfelf.*^' But what a 
frodigiom Madrnfs is itf . to think that 
Life can be renewed by Death ? Or what 
Repofe can Mortals ever enjoys if the 
Soul be alive above ^ and the Ghoft has 
Senfe below f In earneji^ this Fondnefs 
and Credulity defirojs the Vfefulnefs of 

F Death, 
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per ft? Oux Materia? Ubi Cogitado illi > C^omodo' 
Tifus? Auaicus ? Auc qvi tangic ? Qui ufu$ ejus ? Auc 
quod fine his Bonum ? Qvat deinde Sedes ? Quancavc 
muldtudo tot feculis Animarum, velut Umbrarum! 
Puerilium ifta Delinimencorum^vidaeque nunquam defi- 
nere mortalitatisCoouiienta funt. Similis & de aiTenran* 
disCorporibus Hominum, ac revivilbeodi promiflk t)c- 
mocritovanicas, aui non revixic ipfe. quz (nralum^ 
ifta SJemenda eft» iterari Vitam morcc? Qu2ve (Ge- 
nitis qtties unqiuni, fi i|i fnfalimi feoiii^ Animse maqec 
iater itfoioi Uii4>nr ? * ,Ferdic proied» iffai Dul- 

ccdo 



The Hiftory of the 

er Destbf wkicb kibe frineipd Good if 
NsUmre f ^ni ^doubles the VHms ofTKji!^ 

^ tSiSij if bi bdffems to be concent d obomt 
Im fmtute Sutc : for if it be d pleifmre 
to live J to wbom CAn it be fleafdnt to bdv€ 
Uvd f But horn mmh eofier o9$d tttare 
certMH is it for every one to believe bit. 
awm ExPeriemey smd to drdw dn Jbtgit- 
ment c( bis Sictaritf from tbe Comfiderdr 
tion of wbst Im bds bin before be i^ds borm i 
Such are tbe Reafboings of Men who 
talk all tbe wbile of they know doC 
wbar, bavingifalfe Notions -of the Ori- 
gin of the Soul, none at all of its Uni- 
on with tbe liody^ and but imperfd^ 
Guefles about. its EfTence, which Iead$ 
'cm confequently to doubt of its fepa- 
rate Exigence, and (b to deny its Im- 
mortality. But, however Men left to 
tbemfelves may miftake, 'tis impofiible 
that God (bouM lie ; and what he has 
reveal'dy tho not in every thing falling 
under our Com prehenfion^ mufl: yet be 
true and abfblutely certain. And in 



^cdo Credulitafque prscipuum Naturz bonutn, nor* 
ton;' ac duplicec Obicus, fi dolcre cciam poft-fucuri 
i^ftiiifutioDc evcnit : eccnim fi dulce vivcrc eft, cm 
pqcdl ciTc vixiffe? At quanto fiicilius cerriufque fibi 
qucmquc crcdcit^ ac SJporfmen ficuritatis tntcgcnitari 
lumcre cxpcrinKoco I C^ $^. 

••••' this 



Sods Immortality^ 4y 

«hb coafifts tio fmall Advantage of Bh- Lfett^ 
Itevers, chat tho they may be equally^ IlL 
jgnol-artt wiih otherb abbuc the nature of ^^^^^'^'^ 
d things yet they nfiay have the greateft 
Cefhvidioti of its Exigence, and mafee 
Alac u(e of this Difcovery vrhich is beoc^ 
ficial Of eonveniiAt. ^ 



n 



i^. BUT I exceed iny defign of a 
bare Hiflorian; befide^ cbfiC yoo need 
no Ancidote, SERENA^ againfl: the 
Poifbn. of an abler Adverfary thaa 
Pliny. I have freely given you my 
Opinion how the Heathens came by 
their Notion of the Soul's Immortality^ 
with my Rea(bns for ibe^- l afl oe : aodi£J 
attribute the Invention of this Do^lrio^ 
asfwell as of Aftrology, and mod of the 
other Sciences^ to the old Egyptians, 'cis 
not out of any Partiality to an extin£t 
Nation (tho never fo learned, wife, or 
polite) but led by hifliorical Proofs to a 
full PeriuaHon. In treading the Mazes 
of Antiquity, I am iecure from all fuf^ 
picion of Favor or Fear, of Intereft or 
Revenge. I can't be thought to flatter 
N£C£PSOS, if I fhou^ make him 
pafs for the King of Aftrologers ; and I 
amjcome too late into the World to ex* 
ped: any Recompence from S£SOS* 
TRii| who 9 I think^ far exceeds all 

Fa ific 
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4t The Hiftorj, &c. 

Letttir the other Heroes and Conquerors of Ao- 
B^ . ^"^m^i^y. When I undertook to examine 
* this Sub)e£l, the DHcovery of Truth 
was the only end I propos'd to my felf, 
beilides that of obeying your Gommands, 
whieh (hall be always, MADAM, 
received with more Alacrity and Sub- 
mifHoo, than thofe of any Monarch in 
the Univerfe, by your mojQ; oblig'd and 
devoted Servant. 
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LETTER IIL 

fe Origin of Idolatry, i 
Reafons of Heatbenifm. 
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I. Y AM under a double Obligatioo^^ 
I MADAM, to impart^ my-^ 
J^ Thoughts to you about in 
Origm of li&ldLtry^ both from the Pro-"^ 
mite I made you by word of mouth, dad^* 
by what I have fince written to you in 
the Letter coQceroiog the SomPs Immmr^' 
tdlityMHmg theHcstbems. But you arc* 
not to expK): an account of all the an- ' 
tient Superftitions, which wou*d re^^ 

autre many Volumes, nor of any one* 
.eligioo whatfbever. I (hall only en« 
deavour to Ibow by what means the 
R^fon of men became lb deprav'd, as . 
to think of iiibordioate Deitys, how 
the Worfliip of many Gods was &ft 

F } introduced 
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Letter 
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Lfitt^r introducd into the world, and what 
I|t, induced Men to pay Divine Honors to 

vryV their Fellow^Creatures, whether on 
Sai^.o^4A^be Heavens: then I fhali^- 
explain the Fables of the Heathens by 
genera] and certain Principles, giving 
the occafion of their Temple?, Priefts, 
and Altars ; of their Images and Sta- 
tues ; their Oracles, Sacrifices, Feafts^ 
J^xpiationsy Ju4iciary 4ftroIpgyi Gho^s) 
and SpcSers ; of the tutelary Powers of 
feveral Counirys^ of l[^oplsv thinking 
that Heaven is over us, that Hell is 
under us, and fuch other things as com- 
monly occur in the Greek and Roman 
Authors. :Thp with very fqfiall pfcin* 
Ipould manifeflly prove tb.a( in Egypt 
' Jkffn hdd fir ft i long he fort other s^ arrived 
dt tbf 'V4riot(i hegigpfM^f^o£,Rrli^^^ (a? 

A,M MIA N.U $;J^1a|LC£LLIKUS 

ijficaks) dmlth^f fhey prefsrvdfhe firjl 
c€c^ic»j of Sacred Rites €ome$Cd $m 
their fecret'iVrifijigsi y^x I (hall noj; 
ttouble ygi; V^ith repeating the Argu-^ 
roeots I ^6; .already pfoducM to this 
Pt^^pofe infktiHt/larjf of. the SouPs Jm^ 






. t ■ 



RcIigioDum incijhj^la Xut dicitur) perveneruntj Sf' 
inWa-'prinu &trdrUfiPtirtitctttcnw ccfedira Soripril 

•')..,. ;.iM ; 1 ^ morttUity^ 
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martditjf from the Authority of He* tetter 

RODOTUS, DiODORUS SiCU* III. 

Lus, LuciAN, Dion Cassius, ^-^^''^'^^ 
Macro BiuSy and others: nor. will 
I urge that, by Examples aod Laws 
from the Pentateuch^ it clearly appear^ 
that Magicki the Interpretation ^ 
Dreams, Aftrolc^y, ^nd Necromancy; 
were long us'd in Egypt before they 
wereknovtrn in Chaldsaor any other 
place. . : 



:<X\- 



« » 



2. THE. moft antieot Egyptians, 
Perfians, ; and RdmatiSi the firfl: Pa- 
triarchs of the Hebrews, with ieveral 
other fiTactoqi and Seds, had no (acred 
Images or Statues, no peculiar Places or 
coftly Fafilidns of WorJbip ; the plain 
Bafiaefi of ijheir Religion being moft 
agreeable to the SimpUcicjr of the Di- 
vine Nature, as indifjferenccof Place or 
Time were 'the befl: Expreflions of in- 
finite Power and Omniprefence^ But 
iho God did thm make Men upright; fdt 
tkef ftmifd tM ((ays the wifeit King of Eccl.7.29. 
Ifrael) muny Inventions. And certainly 
when oloe a Man fuffers himfelf to be 
led idta{Mrecariou» or arbitrary Pra^iiceSy 
he cannot ik|> for aay Rft^tfoh, but 
what> if it be gDlod^ muftGohciadeivrith 
equil l^rY:e' a^irkftrllLi'i lot^efibv;^ /I 

i ^'\ F 4 may 



yt The Origin of Idolatry y 

Letter may without much difficulty prove, 
IIL that fuch as firft entertained Defigns 
againft the Liberty of Mankind, were 
aHb the firft Depravers of their Reafbn. 
For none, in his right ienfes, can ever 
be perfuaded voluntarily to part with 
Ibis Freedom ; and he that makes u(e of 
Force to deprive him of it, muft have 
bribed or deiuded very many before- 
hand to fupport his unjuft Fretenfion^, 
by which acceflion of ftrength he couM 
feduce, frighten, or fubdue others. It 
.will not therefore appear unlikely that 
Men very early learnt to have the fame 
Conceptions of God himfelf, which 
they had before of their earthly Princes' 
and after thus fancying him mutable, 
jealous, revengeful, and arbitrary, they 
next endeavour^ to procure his Favor 
much after the lame manner that they 
made their court to thofe who pre* 
-tended to be his Repreientatives or 
Lieutenants, nay to be Gods thenf- 
ielves, 6r to be defceixled of heavenly 
Parentage, as the antient Monarchs usM 
to do« 'v 

^. IT ieems evident from' the re- 

moteft Monuments of Learning, that 

all Superftition originally related to the 

Worlhip of the Detd, being pritici{^lly 

; derived 
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lerivM from Fuocral Rices, tbo the Letter 
frft occafiofl might he very innocent or III 
ludabley and was no other than Orations 
vboreifl they were ibmetimes perfboally 
iddreft ((uch as the Panegyricks of the 
Egyptians) or Statues dedicated with 
Bany Ceremonys to their Memory. 
)ut the Flatterers of great Men in the 
^r(bhs of their PredecefTors^ the ex* 
:effive Affedioo of Friends or Rela* 
:ioos, and the Advantage which the 
Eieathen Friefts drew from the Credu- 
ity of the (imple, carry'd this^ matter 
i great deal further. Not only Kings 
ind Qu^ns, great. Generals and LegO[^ 
bu:or5, the Patrons of Learning, Pro- 
moters of curious Arts, and Au- 
thors of ufeful Inventions, partook of 
this Honor ; but al(b fuch private Per« 
(bns, as by their virtuous A3:ioiis had 
diftingutQuM themfelves from others, 
were often confecrated to pious and 
eteinal Memory by their Country or 
their Kindred, as reputable to the Dead, 
and exemplary to the Living. This is 
the true reafbn (as we lhalllbewTn its 
prbj^r place) of all Nations haying 
ir proper [ tutelary Gods ; and hence 



p"^ 



I Din Indigew. 

are 
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Letcet are derived the peculiar Religibos. of 
IIL ' particular Familys. Pl i k y, * in the 
iecood Book of his Natural Hiftaryi 
fays, Th^it ibe mofi antient way of Mam 
faying their AchndrvUdgments to thiir 
Bii$efalhrsj was by deifying of them afteH 
their Deceafe (which was affirmed by 
'Cicero with feverai others htfoit 
him) and that the feverai Appeiatioms nf 
the Gods and of the Stars are d^ki?i 
from' the meritoriom A if ions of Mem 
The iirft Idolatry therefore did not prbi- 
cecd (as 'tis conunonly fupposVi) 
frQaithe.Beauty9 orOrder^ orlDnueace 
of the Stars r bucMeni as I totd you 
in fheHiftorf df the Soafs Inimorts^^ 
obfervifig Books to pcrifb by Firc^ 
WormsiOrBottennefs.; andiron, Brafi, 
or Marble^ not ie(s fubjefi: to violent 
Hands or.ihe Injucys c^ the Weather, 
they impos'd on the Stars (as the only 



• Sacra dcncilitia'. 

' l£ci.'efl yecoftiffinus iitferendi bene mereAttbos 
Gratiam mos, lie tales Nuxninihus adTcribant : qui|fpe 
& omnium aliorum nomina Deorum, & quas fupra 
reculf Syderum» ex homioum mca fuac mericis.- - ■ - I 

* Si^cepiciiurem vita Hominum confitecudoque. cat- 
munis, ut beneficiis excellences viros in Coemm £iina 
tc Tokintate tollcrent 5 hiiic Herctdes, hinc •Caftor'& 
Pollux, &c Dt Nap.Dm. I. 2. ;. , ... 

':• i; '''ever- 
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everlafting Monuments) the proper Letter 
Names or their Heroes, or of ■ (bme- m. 
tbii^ {seiQQrable in their Hiftory. 
ExLATosTHENBs the Cyrcaeao, a 
very . aotieot Fhiiofbpher of prodigious 
Knowledg in all the Sciences, wrote 
ar.3pok (yet extant) of the CwJieBd^ 
tioMSf wherein he delivers the Reafons 
of ibeir. Names, which are perpetual 
Allufions to antient Hiftory, tho woo- 
derfiflly diiguizM by Timei and for 
the mofl: part mere Fables. The moil 
le^^^ned Mondeur Le C l £ r c, when 
he wrotp an Extrad of En a to s- 
THENEs, among Tome other My tho* 
logical Tra£is in the eigluh Volqme of 
the Vniviffdt snd HiftorUd Library^ 
made the following Epigram. 

\ Antiquityj^ Pmg fun that Ndturis 

?9rce 
JVpt^d Brafs dnd Marble Mtmuments 

confume^ 
Did wifely its ow» Wficfj tranfmit 
To future Times by Heavens eterttsl 

Fires. 



Tempore, cum bpiduoi (cirec momuDcfici vemfhs^ 
Atque perite fuo amdi mecaik iicu ^ 

Cauta, fuam, xcaces fcrcur docuifle fbcum 
Cadonim aetemis ienibus, Hiftoram. 

In 
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Letter 
IIL In other places he declares himfelf to be 

(y^Nii of the fame opinion concerning the* 
Appellations of the Scars, and in that 
very Journal explains (ome Fables, upon 
this Principle. As' divers Nations 
learnt this Cuftoffl one of another^ fo 
they accordingly chang'd their Spheres/ 
each impofing on the heavenly Bodys 
the Names and A6lions belonging to 
their own Country. This is manifeft 
in the Spheres of the Greeks and B8^ 
barians, and for this reafon the Cretans^ 
inaintainM ' that moft of the Gods wre^ 
born smoMg tbem^ being Meny whoy fof 
their Bent^ts to the FuhUcky hidohtikitH 
immortal Honors : for they believed the 
Grecian Gods to be thofe of all Man* 
kind, and knew not that in other places 
this way of naming the Conftellatioos 
and deifying deferving Men, was long 
in u(e before they had pra£^is^d[^ it* 
Nor was there wanting one among 
the Chriftians, who, approving this 
Method, endeavoured to aboli(h thofe 



Heathen 
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Heathen Names, as oot underftood, or Lrttei: 
of no concern to us; and to impofe IIL 
on the Stars new Names ii^ their ftead/^ 
containing the Hiftory of the Old and 
Nevir Teftament. But fince he couM 
not prevail with the Aftrooonaers, let's 
fiot digrefs. At laft fuch as were ig* 
norant or alham'd of the trite Jteafbns 
of thefe things^ wou'd jufttfy their 
Worflbip (tbo, as I (hall evince^^ by 
weak Arguments ) from the endle^ 
gf]d*orderly Revolution, the admirable 
iLuftre, and . general Ufefulnefs of the 
.Sdn, Moon, and other Fladets and 
Stars. This did like wife give the 
Pfailofbphers a handle to ^xf^bin the 
Mqtions of the Planets by certain lo 
celligences fixt and inhabiting in their 
Orbs, which they perpetually guided in 
(heir Courfes ; and hence the Bodys of 
'the Sun and Moon are painted like a 
Face with Igyes, Nole, and a Mouth. 

4. THB Opinion of the tweltre 
greater Gods proceeded ffom certain 
.Hiftorys affix'dto the twelvie Signs of 
-jihe Zodiack, as the feven Planets bear 
the Names of as many Fer(pnSy to 
.whoin were alfo conlecrated the Day^ 
iof the Week, but reputed. morb or lefs 

holy, 
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Letter holy, lucky or fortunate, according to 
IIL the Temper and Dignity of thefe Gods ; 
lb that the Egyptian DiviHon of Time 
into Months and Weeks^ and the ftorys 
they wou'd perpetuate by the Stars, 
gave a Rife to the mod eminent Gods of 
the Heathens. From hence very nato^ 
rally Judiciary Aftrology had its be* 
ginning: for the People, as yotl^) (ee 
lower, bdievirig thoKe Gdds tp'cbrf%- 
{pond with their Priefts, Who ^ejf 
tnougbc might as well foretel any oihibt 
'Secret as they did EclipTes, confSliX 
them about all they dreaded or wiJ^ 
The fluduating of mens Minds ^^ 
tween Hope and Fear, is one of tfk 
chief Cau^s of Superfthion : for behf^ 
no way able to forefee the Event d 
what greatly concerns them, they noNi^ 
hope the beft, and the next minutt 
fear the worft, which eafily leads theifi 
not only to take any thing for a |ood 
or bad Omen, which happened to them 
in any former good luck or misfortune ; 
but al(b to lay hold of any Advice, t0 
confiilt Diviners and Aftrolbgers. 'Tls 
juft after the fame manner with fi^k 
Perfbnsy who frequently prefer a Cotf- 
jurer to the befl Do£bi> and a ridibtl^ 
lous Charm to the moR excellent R^ 

medy* 
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medy. ' Mi^gifk it felf (io the word: Letter 
feo(e) hdd its uf$ibMhed OHgindl frem ^ lit. 
fhyfifk^ ^^ Pliny fays, fretemdi^ 
td dford better Remedys, to ■ ivr m* 
Her df$d more divine: to its fidt* 
terissg dnd mofi aUming Promifes were 
dd4e4.the joint Forces of Religion (to 
wlfich Mankind is dlttdjs extreme* 
fy obnoxiom ) dnd of Mdthemdtiad 
Arts (meaoing AArology) every bodiy 
t^ng demons to know whdt regdrds him 
fortbe fntnrey dnd believing tbdt the 
tfMfbof thefe Things mdy be eettunly 
hfKfrst from Heaven. Thus cdptivating 
Mens V0der/idndings by this triple Ty J if 
ipcreds^d to fneh d frodigions pitchy &c. 
Over and above the\ Impreffioiis o£ 
9^igion io barbarous Wdtrdf and 
<^ara)s> and of Aftrology, iothe In** 
fliieoce. and Intelligeoce ojf the Stars, 
ftie Magicians wou'd appear not to aGb 



* Nacamprimum e Medicina nemo dubicac, ac fpe« 
de lalucari irrepfifTe veluc alciorem fan^ior^mque 
quam Medicinam : ica blandifHrnis defideracifTimilque 
pomif^ addidiflc vires Religionis, ad. qiias nCaxime 
Q^amnuzn caligac humanum geims : acque uc hoc quo^ 

^|ido tiiicura dc f<^ ioendiy acqncea e CadoTerifltme 
^Sd credence. Ica, poflieffis hotfiiiniim fenfibuaf criplii* 
aiiodoi ia xvskvm ipiftiauiBi adoicvit; fitc Nat* 
Hift. lib. 30. 

without 
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Ixccer without rational Grounds, by the oc« 
Uf;^ cult phyfical Virtues of certain Hctbs^ 
^ ^Stones, Minerals, arid other Thittgs 
extreonely difficult to be procured, 
and only known to them(elves. I 
have already prov'd in my laft' Let* 
ter, that the Egyptians were the In- 
venters of Aftrology ; and tho C i- 
c £ R o, the Difciple of the Greeks, 
inclines to attribute it rather to che^ 
Chaldeans of AfTyria, yet it's worth 
your while to hear how caurioufly this 
wife Man has exprefl: himfelf. The 
Cbdidea^Sy 'fays he, not thojfe focM 
from their Frof^on hut from their Nd* 
tioMy bf A epnftsnt Ohfervaiion of the Stdfs 
Mre thought to hdve framed a Science^ 
tvhereby it miif be foretold to evetf 
Per [on whdt may hifpen to him, and te 
iphdt Condition he is horn. The Egjfti- 
ans iikemifcj from the Antiquity of 
Times y are believed to have had the fam. 
Art for innumerable Ages. 



' Chaldxi) non ex Arris fed ex Genris vocabulo nO' 
minati, diuturna Obfervatione Sydcrum. Scienriam jtt. 
tantur efeciffc, ut prxdici poffet quid cuique cvCW- 
runiy & quo c^ifque Faco nacus eAec. Eandem Areem 
etiam Egypdi loi^iDquicate temporum innumcrabilib«i 
peae Isciilis qvdlequtti pucancnr* t>e Dlv'mat. lUf* u 

5. SINCE 
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5 . SINGE thus I bd ve accounted }IT. 
hx Magick ind judiciary Aftrologyi o^V^' 
L fiiall; ^fore L go any fucther^ add a 
Mrord or tvi^o about Pedples looking 
op whetf they pray, believing iiea- 
veoto be oirer their Head$; and Hell 
tander their Feet. I ihall Jikewite pro- 
dute the occdfionai Caufes, of Ghofts 
slnd Speders ; for all thofe Things came 
froni the fame comttion Root with thd 
Origin of Idoktry^ that is, fronj the 
Rites of the. Ahtients about dead Bo- 
dy^. In the Letter about ihe.lmp$or* 
tdlifj tf the Soul dm6ng:the Hesthenif 
I.'^xplain'd to yod by w^hat Degrees 
rlie People camb to be peri uaded. that 
there were Perfons living in the Stars ; 
ind here I'll fhow you. how they ar- 
rived to the fuprcme Dignity of God- 
ibip : from which you'l tafily per- 
ceive that this introduced tha Cuftom 
of Mens lifting up their Eyes,- and ex* 
tending their Hands to Heaven when 
they pray^ directing themfelves to the 
Gods whom they beheld above them. 
From the fame Forieral Rites thdy be* 
lievM Hell to be under thenai; and td 
be the Manfion of the Good and thd 
Bad^ tho -diftinguifbM in their Placed 
•"J . G and 
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Letter and Conditions; becaufe all (brtsof Mea 
IIL were equally bury'd^ and only aftna^ 
ler number deify'd, whom they thought 
to be above: whereas in the Univerfe^ 
properly fpeaking, there is in reality 
neither Abov*e nor Below, Right nor 
Left, Eaft, Weft, Northy or Soutb^ 
rhefe being only abftraded Notioas, do* 
iioting thb Relations of particular Bo* 
dys toone inother, and their fibveral 
Situations in refped of us. The ^uti 
cy of Ghofls and Spedrers proceeded iff 
Ifkemanber from the Egyptian Mimi'^ 
mys, thefe being lb long kept intirie; 
notoniy in the* Grots near Memphis^ 
butalR) by many People in fine-A^. 
parrments at home^ and which (whe- 
ther preferving their Lineaments 
frefh) or becoming ghaftly with Time) 
cou^d naturally make frightful Impref- 
fions on Children, Strangers^ and the 
ignorant Vulgar. Tho Uumation, or 
the placing of the intire Corps under 
Ground, wasthemoft antientand uni- 
verfal manner of Burial, and that the 
Athenians are acknowledged to have 
learnM it of the Egyptians, yet yott 
know the Romans were accuftom*d to 
burn their dead Bodys; andneverthe* 
iefs, as C I c B & o judidoufly remarks, 

they 
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they were nothing cur'd thereby of letter 
th^ir j(^9(ions concerning Ghofts and Hi. 
Spefter5, Hunniation having bin like- "^ 
wife their firft Method of Burial. And 
fofrwiflemt pds Errgr^ ' fays fie, that 
ihf fk^jf knew the Bodyi wtre hrntj yet 
they ftign^d fucb things to ke tnnJiBtd 
in the inffrnd Pisces f tfihifh without Bo* 
iys i4n neither te doM. nor underftofdi 
Vnr 0s they iot^d not frsme any Notion 
in thir Minds of SonU living in 4 fe- 
psrati StAU^ fo tbef fought out fame 
turrn Vr . Figure. Thence , proceeded mII 
H o H;£ «t?i Divinutiqn h ^^^ Dead } 
t:h»itf ihofe necromantick Rites which my 
irifvi Ap PIUS us^dtoferfotm\ thinca 
iff P»r MeighkoHrh9od.the Lake of Aver-' 

• • ■ 

^ IVhfnce Ghofis ate nightly raisd^ and 
Qatet of deepejl Hell 



' Tantumque valuit Error — vlt corpora crcmata cum 
(cii^n^ taroen ea fieri apud inferos fingercnr, ^ux fine 
oorp^ribus nee fieri poflenc nee intelligi. Atumos e* 
Oim perfeipfosTiVences non poceranc noence compleAi^ 
Pormam afiqium Figuramque qusrebanc. Inde Home* 
ri coa Ntou/di : inde ea qiur meus amicus Appius hV 
AfijpctfFTMfiiciebac : inde in Vicioia noflra ATeroi Lacus, 
Unde Aninu? czcitanoir cbfctxn umbra, apeno oftia 
Alti Acherontis^ felfo ianguine im^liei morcuorum* 

6 9 Open 
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Letref 
IH. (9/»w f(t fdfe BoelySf Imdgts of th& 

Deid. 

6. THUS you fee, MADAM, 
howthcy took care CO people Hell ; and 
the truth fs^ that the very Heavcrr of 
the GentiFcs was wholly mhiibtted by 
Cfelonys from oiit Earth. GicerO- 
in his firft * T/ffcuIan Dif^tationj bold- 
ly iays, h not 4llHe}iven full of humM 
Raci ? If 1 {h9ni ^e at the pahs of 
fenrching amopi^the jAntients^ and fartfi- 
cuUriytheGMk'Wtifirsy thofc^ mhoifi 
^counted the principal Gods J mil ie found 
to have removed from among m into Hca- 
"vtn. Askwhdfe are the Sepulehers thej 
fbowin Greece. Remember^ facing you 
are initiated^ what is told at the Celebra- 
tion of the Mjflerys ; and then yot$il un- 
der ft and how very far this Bujinefr reaches* 



' Totum pcne Coelum nontie humano Gcncre com- 
jtlctum elt ^ Si vcfo Icrutari vetera, & €X his ea ^ 
Scriptorcs Graci pFodidcrunt cruere coner ^ ipfi iJli, 
ntajorcs gentium Dii qui habcncur, hinc a nobis profcc- 
t\ in Coelum repcrientur. Quxre quorum dcmonftnuj- 
tur fepulchra in Graecia. Reminifcere, quoniam es ini- 
datus, qux ti-aduncur Myderiis -, cum deoique qsam 
hoc late pateac iotelliges. 

Nor 
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Nor wis it'at the Eleufihian Myflerys L-ettcr 
only that iuch Difcoverys were made, HI. 
forthofeof rfie Egyptians adumbrated ^-''^^v^J 
theDeadi of their, delfy'd King Osi'* 
Ris and his Queen Is is; tofpeakno'- 
thing of the Syrian Rites in Honor of 
Adonis and other DeityS^which King 
David moft properly, calls /i&tf S^^r/- 
iicesof the Dead,. It is as true of aJl the pfai. lo^. 
Myfterys in general, whac Cicero ^8. 
lay^ in another place of thofe of Eleu- 
fis, Samotbracit?, and Lemnos, ' That 
being expUindy and reduced to the Ex- 
Mmwatian of Reafon^ the Nature of 
Things is better knotpn th4n that of ehe 
Gods. E la H £ M £ R ii>s, aA old Sicilian 
Poet andPhilofbpher, wrote the Hifto- 
ryof SATa«.N, Jupiter, and-tbe 
rcitofthac fort, defcribing the Birth^ 
Country, ASions, and Buryal -place of 
each; and, as Pl ut ar ch words ir, 
* He humanized the Godsj not transform- 
ing but reducing them to Men, Rich as 
they ' truly were before. Bur, not con- 



• Quibuscxpl^catis, ad rarionemque cevocacis, rewm 
magis natura cognofcitur quam Deorum. De Nuf, Deor. 
lib. I. 

' Ab Euhemero autem & Mortcs & Scpultarse dc- 
inoaftrancur Oeoram." Clc. de Nati Deor. l.i. 

Q 5 tent 
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Letter moft natural, the moft univerfal^ anc} 
III. what gave occafion to all the reft. Th^ 
'^ feme excefl^v^ Re(pe£l was transFerM by 
(degrees to other things, both as being 
^heGiftsof tbeGods, abdfor their own 
innate^Excellency. ' There are manj other 
Natures of the Gods, fays Cicero, 
(not without re^fon^ becaitfe of their 
great Benefits } infiituted and H^an^d hj 
the wifeft Men of Greece^ and hj our 
Anccjiors : for whatever cot$d bring great 
profit to Mankind, that thing they thought 
totidnot be made without the' Divine Boun- 
ty towards Men. But they did not re- 
ilrain this Notioo to thofe ufefiil things 
without us, nor to the celeftial Bodys; 
they alfo extended the like Privilege 
to the Difpofitions of the Mind, to its 
Facultys, and Virtues: for, according 
to the fame Cicero, 'The thing it 
felfy in which there is any great worth, is 

■ •■ fo 



' Multa; autem alis nature Deomm ex magnis Bene- 
t> f.ciis eorum, non finccaula, &a Girxcix'&pientifrtmis 

&: majoribus noftris conflitut^ nominatxque funt: 
Cjuicquid cnim magnam utilitatem gcrieri afferriec hu- 
hiano, id ocn fine divina Bonitate crga Homines fieri 
arbitrabantur. Ve Nat, Deor. La. . - \ 

' Turn autetn res ipb in qua vis ineft ma;oc jdiqua 

fie 



r' 
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fo tern^i by them, that even this very Letter .^>^ 
Worth is cd'd 4 God, 4S Fidelity, the III • 1 1' 
J^iftd, 8fc. And fo Virtue, Honor, WV 
Safety, Concord, Chaftlty, Liberty, 
Vi^iory, Clemency, Piety, and. fuch . 
like, were deify'd ; i» all which things, 
adds he, ' hecaufe there vfss fo great a 
Worth that it could not be mMd£d without 
Godj the Thing it felf has ebtsin^d the 
name of a Gad, of v^hich kind the words 
Cupid and Defire, Venus and Love^ 
4re confecrated^. Without queftion, 1 

when wife and good Men perceivM 
that the People wouM needs have a 
piura^ty of Gods, and Temples dedi- 
cated to them, they, to comply with 
their Weaknefs, and at the fame time 
CO bring 'em as much as they cou'd to 
better and nobler Thoughts, deify'd 
fuch Things. Hence may be perceivM 
how (b many Things came to be deify'd, 
which have no perfonal Form or Ex- 
igence, and are nothing elfe but mere 



iic Jppellacur, nceaipfavis nominecur Deus, uc F^des, 
uc Mens, &C. Ibid. 

' Qparum omnium rerum quia vis erac tanca uc fine 
Deo regi non poifec, ipia res Oconim nomen obtinuic, 
quo ex genere Cupidinis & Volun^tis, & lubencinz 
Veneris vocabula conlccrata func. Jbid. . 

Propertys, 
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lit Propertys, Modes, or Accidents. This 
made Cic£ilo appoint in bis Laws 
(a matter pradiis'd io Rome before) 
that cbofe things (hou'd be reputed 
GodSy ' for the fake of which Man wm 
dimttei to dfcemd into Heaven.^---^ ^Tu 
we&doney fays he, that the Mindy Piety ^ 
Virtue^ Faiths are confecratedj of stt 
tphieb the Temfles are pMukly dedscetei 
at Rome ; that thofe n^ho have them 
(and all good Men have them) maj 
think that the Gods themfelves are fUed 
in their Minds. 

8. BUT as the Superftltious pervert 
every thing in Heaven and £artb, (b 
they fail'd not to do in this caFe^ confe- 
crating the moft virions and abominable 
things, for which our Author juAly 
reprehends them. The Athenians 
were blefsM with a couple of tine God- 
defles, Contumely and Impudence ; the 
Romans had Pear and Hope, Paleneis 



' Propcer qus datur homini afcenfus Hi Go&Iuiii-;*-^ 
Bene vcro quod Mens, Pictas, Virtus, Fides^ coatb- 
crancurmasm, quarnm omnium Roma? dedicata publicc 
Tcmphi func: Tic ilia qui habeant (^habent aMtem om- 
V^ boni) Decs ipfis in Ankub &is coUocacos f>\Ki;iu 

and 
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ifld Trembling. The defhuftive Fe- Letter 
iFcr bad an Alcar ; and there was an QL 
^ndlefi rabble of Gods prefidiog over 
:he foyleft Diftempers, and eveii over 
Adions very barbarous and obfcene. 
rbe Egyptians, befides the Worfhip of 
the eeleftial Gods, or of the Stars and 
Planets, had withal a fymbolicat Wor- 
fhip on Earth, attributing Divine Vir- 
tues and paying a religious Refped: to 
ilmoft all forts of Animals and Plants^ 
DOt excepting the moft vile and con- 
temptible. Yet all parts of Egypt did 
not reverence the (ame Species. The 
Reafbns they alledgM in their own 
Juftification, were either the Ulefulnefs 
of tbefe things, or that the feveral 
I>eitys manifefted their particular Pow- 
ers more in one Species than in another, 
or they pretended to ibme Allegory 
drawn from Morality or Natural Phi<T 
lofophy. ' la their S acted Rites ^ lays 
Plutarch, there^s nothing^ appointed 
that^s unreafanahle (m feme imagine) w 
fd^titoHSy or from Sitperfiition \ but fome 

things 
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Letter things having moral and ufeful Caufes^\ 
IIL ^nd others not being void of fome hifior 
rical or fhilofophical Elfganec Agree- 
able to which Cicero fays, that 
the very Egyptians^ ' rvho are fo. much 
: J.. laught at J have not eonfee rated any Beafi^ 

hut for fome Advantage that they drew 
from it. This fymbolical Theology 
made (everal learned Men believe that 
ail the other parts of the Heathen Re- 
ligions might and ought to be fo ex- 
plained, which I (hall prove to be a^ 
great miftake before I have done. The 
Egyptians indeed carry 'd it farther than 
all others : for they did not only wor- 
ih ip the Bird Ibisy Hawks, Cat^, Dogs; 
Crocodiles, Sea-horles, Goats, Bulls, 
Cows^ Onions, Garlick, and what not? 
but " they tvorfhipt a Man in the Town of 
AnubiSy in which they facri^c^d to him^ 
and burnt the faired p;uff on the Altars. 



& Ofiride. 

• * IpfS illi, qui irridentur, i^gyptii, nullam Belluam, 
nifi ob aliquam ucilitaccm quam ex ea capercnc, cxxi- 
fecraverunt. DeNaP. Deor, /. i. 

iVwitUU to 4^ ■ * '" ■ f "* T ' ' ■ • 
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' DIog. Laerc. in Epimcaidc. fzo&xu in Actic. & 
I^ucian. iaPhilopat. 

oppoHte 



iir. 
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^hey are the w^rds of Porphyrit. 

97IN other Coutitrys Ibme paid a 
philofbphical Worfbip to the four Ele- 
m^dti^y and certain parts of the human 
^dy. Other Citys a^ well as that of 
Rome were ckvated to the high. Dig- 
ftity^ft Goddeffes. And many for fear 
of sounding by miftake ereded Altars 
to-'idnknown Gods. The Romans; 
fradkly naturalized chofc of all other 
Naltions, falling down before fuch De- 
itys as couM not proteG their antienc 
Votarys from the Power of their Arms : 
yet this was rather a politick Liberty 
of Cbnlcience, thafi the EfFefts of any 
rear Devotion. Now from all this it is 
Very evident, not only that the Gods did 
iniinitely exceed Miankind in number 
as well as in dignity ; but that, tho 
Superftition couM be kept within no 
bounds, yet all Idolatry had its Original 
from metis Notfons and Aftions about 
d^ad Bodys. But no Abfurdity (eems 
greater to me than to find Divihity at- 
tributed'to Chance, which is diredly 
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Letter oppofiteto all Order, latelligence^ and 
]Ih Defigh : and^ neverthelefs, under the 
name of Fortune it had its proper Tem- 
ples, one dedicated to good, and another 
to bad Fortune ; at the fame time rc« 
ceiving Divine Worfhip, and the moft 
opprobrious Epithets of blind, variotusi 
inconftanr, true tot he wor ft, and' a jili 
to the beft« Thefe things, as u» tbo 
Sequel will appear^ were inti oducM aqd 
invented at lecond band ; but all OCCA"^ 
(lon'd and grounded on the WorlLip cNf 
the Dead« 

10. I A M far from deflgning to 
bring all the Arguments I cou^ to 
dcmonftrate my Opinion about thi Ori^ 
gim of Idolstrfy yet I cannot forbear 
producing one Example, Ufhich (hows 
the utmoft Extravagance of human 
Nature. Tho the generality of Chri(^ 
tians have almoft made a Martyr of 
Socrates as dying for the Belief 
of one God, and that the Heathens will 
have his guilt to have bin for intro- 
ducing other Gods than the State aU 
low'd, yet both thefe Affertions are 
fal(e : for to his death he adhered to the 
Worship of his Country, being of opi- 
nion that no private Perlbo ought to 

feparate 
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)arate from the publick EftabliQi- Letter 
:nt ; and tbo he might believe but IIL 
e God, yet this was none of the ^>VN; 
imes objeQed to him by his Accufers 
his Judges. However, conddering 
? Sentiments of all Men about bim» 
eems fcarce credible that this Father 
good Manners, this Prince of Pbilo- 
>hersy and ableft Phyfician of the 
ind^ fhou'd have divine Honors paid 
himlelf after his death, that he Ihou'd 
ve a Temple and a Fountain dedi> 
ted to his Name. We read, it's true, 
It the Athenians, repenting of their 
iufl: Sentence,. and to acknowledg his 
emplary worth, ere£ted a Statue to 
rpetuate his Memory : and we know 
/bat is very natural) that his Admirers 
lebrated his Birth-day, and wore the Fi« 
re of bis Head about them on Gems in 
sir Rings or Seals. But this Veneration 
laft was carryM to religious Worfhip. 
^r Makinus, the Difciple and 
cceiTor of Proclus at Athens, 
ho wrote his Mafter's Life, and who 
saks of a thing he knew as well as I 
I to what Saint my Parilh-Church is 
dicated : Marinus, I fay, rela- 
3g the happy Prefages of P & o c l u s's 
cceedinginthePlatonickSchooI, fiys, 

that 
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Letter that ' ash^ arrived at the Pirdum, N I-'- 
1*1^ ^ c o L AS, who afterwdrds grew famous id^ 
the Art of Detlamdtion^ but fiudjd theH 
under the Profejfors at Athens^ went^ 
down to the Port As to one of bii Ae^ 
eiuaintancey to receive and lodg him as 
his Countryman ; for Nicolas waf 
likewife a Ljcian^ and fo he conduBed 
him into the City. But (Froclus); 
finding 'himf elf weary after his Voyagi; 
fat down by the way in the Chaff el of 
Socrates (when as yet he neither 
knew nor had heard that S o c^ A t E s 
was ho^or^d in any flace thereabouts), 
and frayd Nicolas- that he woJ'i 
likewife fit down a little^ andy if he cotfi 
any where, to help him to fome fVatefi 
The other obeying him ^ ordered fome to bt 

brought 



nv ^tv' 7j;iex^Av)]<: trn TH avpt^KVi ycvoynvoi, uiVtiULvld 

iiy^v HP dojjov vm VIV TO^tV* 'O A 6» tk fittiJ^if 
M'TTU ip-^i?© WtJ* 7VV 'oJhPy KAt -ofel 7D 'S.Qt^UQVi «5W* 

4 
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^^9^ . ft w yy ifetf^^y 4/ri tlut from no Letter 
othtf pldcif ita from tb$t fame confecrd- )II. 
ted GrpfUfd] : for the tount^in of So- OOPO 
CKA/I^s^s. Stati$e wAf nof far from 
tbeffcf. Npnf^ ds be w(l$ drinking^ N i* 
coLAS^ who thought of it only jufi 
thtttf f^d to himj this is s good Ome/f 
that yoff h4ve fst im the Ttmflc of S q- 
CRAT^s^ 4»d that there jfOM drunk tbf 
fir ft 4ffff fVafer. Then Pj^ocluSj 
fifing np 4m4 vtorfbifpingy proceeded otr 
his wnf to the City. Here you, have a^ 
]B;s^pIe iq all Forms bow t^^^^Vene- 
faitiAa pf 4ead Men becomes eKceffive 
la liip9S %M I have chofen to relate \f. 
thus at; l^jQJgFb^ bqcaufe it was mofl: 
unli^^ly ytp happen to Socrates, 
rhp i;nore de/ervipg jc than any 
othcf.. 

II. X S J^ Q y * D never have done, 
S E R ^ N Aj if I M^ou'd confirm my 
OpiniQp.by ^^ the Authpritys I couM 



yiftf-flc^, f;n w 9iaMrMnf ^0. Marin, in yin Prodi» 
CaOi lOb Edi& LomL 

H produce 
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Letter produce. Whoever is cotivcrfaht in the 
IIL Learning of the Antients^ and coo^ 
^-^VSj fidtrs the Accounts they have left us of 
their own Original as well as' chat of 
other Nations, xvhat they have parti- 
cularly written^ of: their Gods, and the 
Reafbns of their Deification, can have 
no doubts remaining concerning this 
matter. But \is obfervable^ that ac» 
^■j tbrding to the degrees of Improvement 

[ any Nation made In Polifteels, Lite- 

• Mature, or Government, the lefi they 

were addi6lcd to this impious- Humor 
bf God-making. To give an' Inftance 
hereof, the Romans deiiy^d Romu- 
lus their firft King and Founder ; bur^ 
during thofe many hundred Years their 
Commonweafth iiibfifted, they did not 
confecrate one Mortal, tho for Virtue, 
Knowledg, and Valor,, they were fur- 
,niiQfd with more dcfervitig' Examples 
th^ri ail the World befides. And J^ec 
as ibon asevir their free Republick was 
xiini'd...into. .ablolute Monarchy, the 
greateft part of the firft Emperors 
'were deify 'd ; bdth Julius Gje- 
r&\R tlie Subvertcr of their Liberty, 
';ind the moft cruel, ieud, or foolifli of 
, the fucceeding Tyrants;, ^iijh fome ot 
fh^ir Wives, Relations/.aadi/EavJorIwsr; 

imitating 
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imitating herein the Cuftom of Kings Letter 
dtmong the Barbarians, who by fuch IIL 
Artifices kept their Subje£bs in per- 
petual Slavery, as not daring to rebel 
againft the Gods, or thofe that were 
in EleQioQ to become fuch* There^s 
nothing better known in Hiftory, than 
that Princes had Divine Honors paid 
'em after Death by the Egyptians, Af* 
lyrians^ the mod; antient Greeks, and 
other Nations. Their Queens allb^ 
their Brothers^ Sifters, and other Kin- 
dred, were made Gods and Goddeffes ; 
and it was always the Intereft of the 
fucceeding Monar<;h, to keep up this 
extraordinary Notion of his Race* 
Nay Divine Wor£bip was offered to 
many others during their Lives, as v^ell 
as to Augustus. Plutarch, 
to whom I might add feveral more 
AuthorSp relates that Aj^tabai^us, 
a Pecfian Lord, faid to Themisto- 
CL£S, then a Fugitive in that Cour^ 
' 0/ the many and good Laws which wi 
havcy this is the moH excellenty, to honor 



■^■Va^-MM^BWMMa.Ki.a^BMiM^rtM 



KWA Su* la TtttiniUpcIc. : . 

* ,:■■:.. ' •. 



«•> 



i«o The Origm if UtAattj^ 

Utk^ the Kjngy Md to mrfbif the Im^^e of 
M^ God. Nobody is ignorant how (acred 

^^^^^> the Ottoman Race is cfteemM ; tho this, 
- as we fee, cannot always preferve 'em 
from the Fury of their infelent Guards 
or of their iojurM SubjeQs. The Di^ 
vine Right claimed of late by (bmc 
Chriftian Kings, and the unreierv'd 
and paflive Obedience pretended by 
i:heir flattering Clergy to be doe to 
them, if not a better Expedient to (tip* 
port Tyranny tlian that of the Hea* 
tbens, yet they were unqueftioaably 
intended for the fame end and purpoto 
But the wifer Men grew, the lels they 
i>e!iev'd of thefe things; on the coo^ 
trary the more narrowly they watchM 
their Princes, the more jealous they be^ 

, came of tlieir Liberty add Privileges. 

Religion and Reafbn are hated CX>* 
jfhicles to Superftition and Error ; and 
CiC£itd remarks that ibme Ora- 
cles CeasM to give Refponfes in bis 
thne, becaufe People were gro^n lefi 
4(^fedulou& 

"i 2. H A VT N G hitherto explain^ 

-md eflabUQiM the Origin of Idolatry, 

I fittll now, MAD A My conformably 

to thefe Principlesi affigo the Rcalbns 

' of 
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of the Heathen Ritts^ if you'l allow Letter 
any Reaiba to be given for Pradices in IIJL 
many caies very abfurd and extrava- 
gant. Men thinking to pleafe their 
God (whoever he was among (b many) 
as tbey were wont to do while a Princd 
on Earth, ereded magnificent Tem« 
^s or Palaces, and on fumpcuous 
Tables or Altars they made.Peafts or 
Sacrifices to him ; imagining that he 
and his Court (principally composed of 
their decea$'d Heroes) did feed on the 
Biood and Pumes of (laughterM Ani« 
maisy and delight their celeftial Nof- 
trils with fnufEing up the Fragrancy of 
Incenfe, as they did their facred Eyes 
with Pomp and Shows. All the At* 
tendance was furable to their State and 
Dignity when living. Solemn Times 
or Holy-days were fee apart from ordi- 
nary Labor for the Celebration of the 
Feaft ; and thole, whom afterwards 
tbey called their Priefts (whde bufineis 
was to order the Feaft, to (erve the 
Company, and to repeat a Panegyrick 
in Commemoration of the deify'd Mor^ 
tai) were clad in (pleodid Garments, 
iand endowed with {ever^l commodious 
Frivileges, as the Servants of Princes 
ialwaysafie; but the chiefeft at the be- 
ll 3 ginning 
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Letter gioning were a» Exemptaoh. from 
IIL every other # Duty to the Publick, and 
plentiful Salarys aifignM for their 
Livelihood. There was likewjfe at 
thefe FeaflSy good (lore of MuGck, 
Daocing, Pemimiog, lUuminationSy 
Bowings, Cringings, Proftratioos, and 
every thing befides that is ufually im- 
ployM to gratify the Senies of the inoft 
vain or licentious Prince; J>ut oouM 
never be thought acceptable to jiny' Dit 
vine Being, without placing cbe OrJgitt 
of Idolatry in the Worlhip of the Dead; 
which makes fuch Worihip and Cere« 
monys very accountable. 

I J. AS they did with theMinijftcrs 
of their Princes, fb they muft make an 
Intereft both with the Courtiers in Hea* 
ven and with the Priefts on Earth v not 
only bribing theoLfor their Interceflion, 
but if they wouM not favsor, at lead; not 
to oppofe their Petitions : for they were 
commonly of different FaAiops above 
as well as below. But you muft under<> 
ftand that the Power of thefe Courtiers 
was of no fmall. moment, the Govern- 
ment and Protedion of all Regions and 
Citys, particubriy of thofe where tbtEf 
Jiv'd or governed themfelves^ being dit 

: li tributed 
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tributed among 'em. There was nei- Letter 
ther Tree nor Plant • nor Beaft, FiOi, IIL 
or Fowl } por Kiver^ Fountain, nor Hill ; '^ 
nor almofl: any other Creature, but was 
the rpecial Care and Delight of one or 
other of them, and frequently call^^ 
after tjieir Names, as i^ their Life-time 
(hey happeiiM to ufe^^or love, or admire 
them. .This immediate DjreQion they 
were thou^t to ^ have oo the Things 
now mehiioQM^ as well as over the Di(^ 
eafjes of the Body and the Paflionsof the 
'Mindygaye^R^eputation and Authori- 
ty Wtijcir. pretended N^iraqles, Appari- 
tions, Divinations, Qracles, and a]l 
other Arts of the Cunning, . todraiji the 
t'dckets of the Credulous. 

• ■ ■ 

! 14/ AS for the Sanauarys and the (c- 
cret Arks kept in them, with their many 
myfterious Doing's, their Expiations, 
Purifications, and other ridiculous, pro- 
fane, or cruel Ceremonys, and all very 
burdenibm; thefe, I lay, were at the 
beginning (ymbolical, reprefenring the 
true Hiftoj:y,of the Gods w,hilc living 
on Earth, exhibiting the; Keafbns of 
their Deification, andjihe Ar.k> in p^rt^^i- 
cular containing the Embleriis, Maries, 
or Tokens of the whole Faft, as all a* 
• . . H 4 gree 
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Lietter gree who h^tls looked into the Heathen 
ni. Myfterys. But tbeJie things were after- 
wards mad^gV by. the PHefU' lb as to 
make their imaginM Ihtir^aicy with 
HeaVen more y»(i*d^ and t6 get Re- 
venues lettied;6rt thcmfeh^eis, pfopotti' 
onable to the^Uab'ciriourners aHditiipqr- 
lanceOf tbe,Serviee in whititiilkby were 
engaged. Nor did the Mutritude of 
the Rites (erve a Jittle to afflbt&'aod . di* 
ftfa£l the Vulgar frprfi rede^ttg dti 
matters wlth'^ril&fre con6d'eratbb, theji: 
'whole Time bciofe alrtbft ife|>10y'd'*- 
bout them:: b^Tides that they ta^ 
toeeds coterfairi 'a high Oblnioh of theni, 
Avho cou d ^mt Saoqity td Tlatbs, Pla- 
ces, and Perfbds, and to fuch tbiAgs as 
uxre either indifferent in their owo Na- 
tures, orfeeoi^d the fartheft imaginable 
from being rfeligious. Moreover, there 
was not Wanting (bmetirhes a mutual 
Compa3: between the Prince and the 
Prieft, whereby the former oblig'd him- 
(eirto fecure all thefe Advantajges to the 
latter, if he in return would preach up 
hisabfbli^e Power over the reople, oo 
whofe well' meaning Underftandin&s be 
cou'd mafce whit Impre^ns he puas'd 
acanytims. 

IS. TO 
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' *\ J ^ .■"i.'ii: If IjBttCt 

• 15. TO the. Authority 6f Ptinces |IK. 

thw'aAWI Hieir bilvn Invetrtldns tf bout * '**^* 
Hdi :fa»t(hoW*dfbiefdfe in tlife Letter, 
^lidil&ih the lad f (eot yoti> (ibt tim* 
tlEiit^Dg thtttttftlves'to terrify Men 'With 
tee ttftd Flamds, deep Mire; acid Dark- 
niefs/ thiey -ddded Vu(ture$, Rblling- 
'^tktts, Wh^, and Chains ; HVdtas, 
iCia^thtsi H^ie^; Cbiriiefas^ SpHf ii. 
'xes. -^orgbits, Dragons, and a Worldof 
^Mr'Monfters, the Eiecuti6riert 'Of 
•IW.Pflnc^ i^rann^. TheyHtold'em 
'im^ GhJBteii:'Mid'^deK> Ti(dons 
a&S Vtnces, andEsttlng the Vtilgtr #ith 
^b^ 't^enieiiclous'Sbunds 'ot ; Tartiarus, 
'Bi*W»,"t|ic-1)bc8: and toar^k W 

'I ■ 1^ ». ■ T •»■••■ ■•.■1 - ■ • .- y^ .. ■' 1 

^(^'Xi Aeherom^ PhlegaboMf Lethe, C<h 

■ •'r-ertkf^ Jveftuk ;. • ■ .'■ ''• ::'' ' ■'■"■••■• 

• • •- • .. \*. ..... .Ill .1*. 



wkh die bicfeous bdtking €£ «rtple- 
iieaded C £ r b £ r xi s, tbc; idoggc4 Sul- 
leruiefi oi Ch a &on tfaei r^rryiaan : 
but tbc jocxorable Futts, JAilBCTo, 
T iri i p H QMS, afi4 14 4 G ^ s^ A, *^ere 

?«!« drtttdM by fair than P l id t id or 
KOsE&PtivA, tho SoVtitite Go* 
veroors over thde infernal "Kegions. 

From 



I o^ Tl^ Origin of Idolatry^ 

Letter Prom what I (aid before about the Ori* 
\ W: gin of Ghofts aod Aftrology, you .ipay 
j L/w; be fure thpy were addid^ toallm^n; 

oerof Divination and JMiagick, fuchas 
' Augurys and Aufpicys, V Extifpicys^ 
I Necroqoancy and Nccypmancy, ^ ♦: Pyr 
roniancy, ' Pfychomancy,. ! Nephelo- 
jnancyv ^Hydromancy, ' Capnomancy^ 
/ Sortileges, w^h other qumberlefe 
.and.fuperditious Vanitys, which,, arp 
x:ontinuMin moft parts of the ^orld 
tp this very Timey and which tDiybf 
/ovq^l.c^efcrib'd at large in Y a N a ^ i ^. 
,^W^fi^y imaging frpm the tatn^ kea(bns, 
thsii they aljoutfded with .^^ ^- 

cerers, and Fortune -tcfl^ 
tuepf aCjbyenant or .^ Cbmpa£^ .w|i^ 
the Daemons, by their Knowledg of tile 

"•* ' ' ■ ■ ■ " » 

' Div'mmg by Birds and Signs^ . * By .the Entrals <f 
Animals. » By the Dead andGkofts^' ♦ ByPire. * By 
Souls. * By the Clouds. ' By Water. * By Smoak. 
' * By lJots^\ whePber tu FaSagts ofBool^ ori>theni^ije. 

' • Quis labor Mc fupctis,- Canttas Hferbafque fcqucndi 
Si^eriMindiq', OTimor / Oujas CMnimerda P A C T I 
• Ob(bi4p9 nabuere Deos ? Parere necefle eft, 
^ An.jum? Ignouuntuhipieutemerentur, 
' An tadeis vduere miaii ? Hoc Juris in ontnts' 
Eft ilHsifuBeros ? An habenc bxcCaimiasL cefiyxn 
. . V impeppft^Jjcum, qui Muncluqx cogere, quicquid- 
'.O^irfijtt, pptctir ■■' Luton. PhaffSf.k6. 

Stars, 



and ^afoHs of Beathenifmi rej 

Scars, and by the occuk- QuaKcys of Letter 
certain Herbs, Stoaes, barbarous Words, IH. 
and ChariDs, and by pricking, or melt- \/^^f^ 
ing, or burying the Images of the Par- 
ty s. concerned, pretended to make the 
Gods appear, and to railet^hoOhofts of 
the Dead ; tp darken the Sun and 
Moon, and make the P|»nets more 
backward, nay to bring down thqStars 
from the Firmaiaent; to transform 
themlelves and. others into various 
Shapes ; to z3i\£t' whom thej;. pleas'd 
wAh' Pifteropers^,. pEOCure Lpye or 
Hatred ; ' foretel future . Events > d i (co- 
ver, hidden Treaforjs ; fpirit ^waj Peo- 
ples Corn, or Mi|k, or other Goods ; 
change little (Jhildren in their Cradles ; 
and a thoufaod: more fuch Prj^nkgfr: tedv 
ous to relate j . and impoffible fqri^ipk-' 
ing^ Men to ^ believe. But wlm;^ ^ the 
Learned and tJieJPrudent thougl|t of^.aU 
thefe Pretenders to extraordinary Know- 
ledg, old Ennius will franfcly-^tell 
you in his rugged Meafures. 

' Ivaitfe not one rdfi a MaltfifH Au^ 

• . Mr 



. f. 






' NonliatieodenlqupnaudMarfumAugtMi^' 

NOQ 



168 '7^ Ori^k of Uolatry^ 

t/^>^^ N^ "^H^^t^yp^h ^or f€t DfiMm* 

''' Inttrfrtters : : ^ . 

fmrmot by Shift or Art are theft D^ 

vh$ers\ j 

Bur fi^ftitioas Prophets^ G^Jfiri 

; ' imfiident, 

• Or idle Regies y or cr4$^d^ arw$en 

' Jtrnving Beggmrs. '-'■ 

'Theyknorpno way themfelves^ yet 

ethers wtmlddireH ; 

And cr4/ve a Groke ofihoft^ U mbdm 

tbityfromife Rkhes, 

' TheMce iet ^em tdte ihe Grost^^dml 

' ih^thactailttl^ufi. - 

^ '■■..;' ! ■ ■ .;.-»:. 

V^d' may itlcl h«re the fibulous Sroryi 
of tfheHeia^bos ((Tiuc^'Hkeotfrinodeca 
Tfles' dF' Fairy s) coiiwnfeg their 3yl» 






i| y » I p^ I ■ I 



'^ *T ' Y i ? ^ ■ ''* . * ' ' " ■ 

Non Ticanos Afo^ces, Don de ciroo Aftrologos^ 
Non Ifiacos Conjedores, non Incerpreces Somniuni : 

' JNoiVfldkHjff^c ii ^t Spem^zm vtc Divini^ 
Sedlupoiliciofl'Vates, impudencefq; Harioli, 
Aucinmes,aucin(kni, aucquibusEgefhsimpent} 

.?^i fibi femicam non fapiunc, alteri monftranc nuOf 
qoibus dividas poUkencur ab iis Drachmam ipfi fcxM^ 
I>e his dhitiis fibi dednoDic D r achmam ^ ftdltat 
csiawkj;/ ,. ., T . X:if9ADivmt.Jib.u 

aod 



\ ^-- — ■-. — — •■'•.■> 
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and Lemures^ ; their Nymphs of. the Letter 
Seas, Rhrers, Founta'iDS, Hiils, ^ aod ILL 
Woods, fiicb as the Nereids, Naiads, 
Dryads, Hamad I'y ads. Oreads, and if 
ihene be any more like to thele, only fit 
to (care Women and Children. . 

16. LET'S now return, if you 
pleafe, to the higher Powers ; for as in 
Life fd after Death they were of leveral 
Orders, Gods of the upper, and .Gods 
of the lower Form, the ' Nobility and 
* Commons, as alio ' intermediate, in- 
ferior, and vagabond Daemons (origi* 
nally from the Suppofition of departed! 
Souls) who had no certain Habitation^ 
Unr wander 'd in i3)e Air, and were con- 
ftantly lent on Errands, either to tsarry 
the Prayers of Men to their Superiors, 
or to acquaint the World with the 
Wrath or Faror of the Gods, Where- 
of they were commonly thoi^it to be 
the Minifters and Executioners, for 
thofe Princes bad their Armys in. Hea* 
ven as well as on Earth* But as the 



■«•«. 



■ I>iiiiia)orumGeQtii]iik 

** pli minorDm Q^ndimt 

' imiDfldianiadk^&iC; ' <J 

Hea. 
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Letter Heathens (ent the bed of their Gods to 
IIL Heaven, fo they recalPd 'em again at 
their Pleafure, confining their Prefence 
to fome (mail Cbappel, or to the poor 
Idol within that : for they imagioM 
that many of themlivM in Toml^ or 
wandered in the Air, before they help'd 
'em to thole Accommodations, where 
theDefires of their Petitioners were 
more agreeably beard than in any other 
placd. "They often fell down before 
the Work ortheir own Hands^whicb, 
fiadjcOfeor RefieS[ion^ oikbrrat^li^r 
tdworihip them from whole Skill aJl 
Its Excellency Bad bin derived: but the 
wi(er Nfice, Swallows, and JSpiders made 
very bold with their Statues, notwith* 
ftanding the virtue of ConfecratioOi 
while (illy Men were forc'd themfelves 
to proted what they fear'd and ador'd 
Thefe very Scacues are an Argument of 
their human Figure and Original, and 
we know the refped that was paid to 
the Statues, even of living Princes. 
Their Shrines were often vifitedby the 
moft ignorant and devout, who alfo 
hung the Temples round with Offerings 
and rich Prelents, confuUed the Oracles 
in all dubious Eveots^' bound them* 
felves by Vows in theirPiftrefs, believ'd 
. 1 their 



and ^afms t^f Heathemfm. Hi 

theif '' very ^ Dreams to • be divinely Letter 
ihfpiPdi tind made their Religion in . Xqt 
every -refpefi as trouble&m toocbef&as 
to tnemfelves. \ Stem what they ? prac^ 
tis'd on Earthy there was not a darling 
Faffidif ot Gamd of their great Men 
((cich as drinUingj wenching^ or hunt* 
ing) buc the littc Were ai^b'd to the 
Golds. Wherefore; we often read of 
their Amours, Marriages, Rapes ami 
Adulterys; their Diflenfions, Revel- 
Ikijgs, ' Quarrels^ and Wounds i cheir 
Revenges and Thefts; their Com** 
plaints and manifold Diftveffes, being 
(bmetimes expbs'dy at other -tiimes im^ 
priibn'd, and once fairly beaten out of 
their Gitcadel in Heaved bji( the Giants; 
CO &ek in a pitiful* ixianher fw ihcltefr 
on Earth ; all which things demonftrate 
their Earthly Original. W^ ^aeed not 
wonder after' this to find, tbitccfacy are 
always reprefeoted in the Smte^wlMirein 
they dyld, and with all the diftin^iflb- 
ing Marks in which they liv'd' Tht» 
are (bme of -em'ever old^ atid.mherse- 
ver young ; Parents, Children, and Re- 
Jations^; ibme lam6 and blind, of difie- 
rent Colours and Appetites^; ^ibme do- 
yen- footed (whence^ the piclent volgar 
notion of the Devil) iom&' iiniiim'd 

with 



t^l "^ (kigin of . Jdohtrjf ^ 

Letter with Wiogf, or %rfli'd with Sw9r$(f« 

I£^^$pe»i:s^ Hairnets,, Club?, Forks tw): 

' ^^'^"'''^^ Bows.J or (drawn in their Chariot^ i>)Fj 

Ltofv, Tygers, Horles, Sea-calf$«. fetj 
ooc|(s>.apd Dove;.: .iNpty sUwth^JQ 
things w«tp partly horrow'4 ffQ(9.ii;^ 
trtra HiAory^ add are pftrdy allegpriflgj; 

is 00 loogeir, pafe^Jy known oor w^t* 

17. : "i^N O M A U 3* . £ mil ^ i. jl^ 
R «s» > L a«t A », and m^y other j9«9i 
fons : w.hcf; aiadf *;»& of: : iKeif ,,.RifitT 
iop^ dwlfearkflv mock $he Oetrvs mr 
beiognatwvliz'd of this or that )P;t9Pfl| 
urfaerl tbey exerjcis'd tv^ry oc^. th« 
Tcade wbereinhe ejiOellfd. Tim 
A p o L L had an O^iioe of Intelligooot^ 
and told Portunes at Ddphos i B s c ^ 
LAPids fet up an Apothecary's Shop 
at Pergamns; V^hus l»pt a omw 
Baodyiioule at P<ipho^; Vo4cA» 
liada Blackfmith's Forge in t^Oktxin 
Ibrae w«reldidwiv6^ (bme Huotj:eJle% 
and aU o£ them trafficfc'd where tbejr 
-ceu'd:. fqt:)they us!d^ like us Morlalib 
fuch as they, bad formerly bin, virlm 
tbey.didiittt<thrtvein ooeplace, to re- 
imoveltto fiMDe other jnore ouiYiBoieat 

for 
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for their Bufinefs. As all Events Were Letter 
believ'd to bQ the Efl^eds of their Love jll. 
or Difpkafiire, ..(b Men found out fe-AXVS>. 
vcral Methods to thank or appeafe 
them ; and particularly gave ^eoi (by 
way of acknowledgment for the reft^ 
the FirftrPruits of all Produdions, whe- 
ther of Animals or Vegetables, with 
Tythes and other OHerings which they 
were bound to pay to their Living 
Princes, ^or was there any thing al- 
moft that caq^e amifs in their Sacrifices ) 
|br what wa^i^fie averHon of one proved 
the deiighc of another, and fbmc of 
em woul(l be content with nothing un- 
der human ViQims, an Argument of 
their bloody Dilpoficioa^ in this Worlc). 
We bfteii find them highly relenting. ttip 
Afiront^ (as Princes and Great Men u(e 
to do) when - their Altars were neglec- 
ted, efpjEicially if th^ People feaded other 
Gods ; and Men have not Je(s frequent- 
ly in their Turasrep/bachM the Divine 
Powers with Ingratitude, and even out- 
rage their Statues (being foitiecimes in^^ 
clin'd to Rebellion) when they thought 
them(ely$$ poc fumiciently requited tor 
the richPreients or Bribes which they 
gave them. 

. , X 18. BtJT 
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Letter 
itl. 1 8. B U T tho the rridre learned and 
virtuous bad many times better Noti- 
ons of Things, vet we find the Senti- 
ments of fome of *em mighty flii^ua* 
ting and obfcure, principally OccaHdoM 
by the Perfecution that was (hre to at- 
tend the Truth, or any attempt towards 
a general Reformation, witnefs the 
Death of So CRATES. Wtmay ob- 
ferve from ' Plutarch, that the 
true Reafon why th^ Theory of the 
Stars and Planets was (b lltclet or at lead 
not (b generally known, wasfyrdiac the 
common People wouM never todure to 
hear thofe things madefubjed to a Phi- 
lofophical Examination, or explained by 
the ordinary Laws of Nature, by in- 
voluntary Caufes, and blind Facultys, 
while they held 'em to bie intelligent, 
eternal, and imofiortal Gods. And 
therefore when A k a'x a g o r a s dif^ 
covered that the iMoon had buta bor* 



• Ou</l' o,AoJ'©-«rJ^o?®- UK, «AA*ctTo$;irrof €r/ m^ 
//' oA/^^r, XM4 {AST ivhafiiiAi Ttv®- « mTtiis fiaJ^^m'j 
« ;S fini^VTO ntf pjmMf km (jtATUfe^Ki^ rem xaKt(tiT 

KcLTfivAyKoffmrA 9r0dft9 ^iwrtiSvnO' to ^tv* in 
f ica Nici«. 

row^d 
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rowM Ligbc from the Sun, . and fo gav^ Lctteir 
the Rcafbost^f its Wax and Wane^Tuch .HI, 
a DoQrine durft not be aiade publick, - 
hue was fecretly communicated to very 
few, and even to them under a Promi(p 
of Fidelity » Indeed a great many cmi« 
nent Perfbns in Europe and Afia^ both 
under ftood themlelves the Origin of tbc 
Religions commonly receiv'd, - and 
(bmetimes have dar'd to difcover tbeir 
Vanity, lofufficiency, and Impofture 
to others. But fuch; as at any time 
4:hus aflerted the Unity of the Deity, 
and exposM Super ft ition^. we ought x)oc 
to reckon for Heathens, by which fix- 
fn^flibn is properly undcrftood Idolaters 
who believe a plurality of Gods^.and 
that pretend to have particular Revela- 
tions from them, with feveral (brts of 
Rites inftituted to their: iflonot as thfiry 
were thoujght to aft in diftinS; l^rovii^ 
ces, or elfe to commemorate' thj^ir^paii- 
ticular Adiods. The. Jews (w>bp 
thought all the People of the World, 
but tpemfelves, to be of this kind) u(ii« 
ally cali'd 'em the Nations, from ^ 
Greek whereof we haVe the word Hea- 
thens, and Gentiles from the Latip. 
All thofe therefore who had Penetration 

enough tQdiftoimv *^^ Coi^nigeto op- 

I 2 pole 
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Letter po(e the Polly or Craft of this Tfteology, 
nL were calPd and reputed Atheiftsy and 
treated as fiich by the Multitude at the 
Inftigationof thePriefts. Several Per- 
(bnsy efpecially among chei^biiofopheD, 
were (in'd and iroprifoi/dy (boic were 
(ent into ExilCp others iudtciaUy (eo^ 
tencVI to Death, many torn in pieces by 
^he Rabble, and ail of thecn conftantly 
ht^fidtA with Impiety for disbelieving 
the Myfterys, or expofing; the Holy 
Cheats of their Times. But no thanks 
are due to the Heathen Prtefts, that 
fbwer Inflances of this kind occur »* 
mong them than the Chriftians: for, 
befKiesthatmoftof the Heathen Friefis 
^diflPcr'd little from Civil MagiArates, 
and that nriany of them did not conti* 
nue in their- Office for Life^ they were 
tike wife in perfed fubjeftioh to the 
State : whereas the Chriftian Priefts (ex- 
cept in a very few Proreftanc Countrys) 
-overtop the.Governmenr^ and are every 
where abfolute ' Mafters of the Under- 
(landing of the Laity. In our Difcour- 
(es therefore of the Antients, we are to 
afcribe their (bund Notions or moral 
Pradices to the Light of Reafon, where- 
of Heathenifm was a notorious Corrup- 
tion. For want of obferviog th^s I>ii- 

- tinSiofl; 
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tihQion, there are infinite MiftabB$ Letter 
cdtnrtiicttd. One ralhly maintains III. i 
iltat Heathcnifm was a better FotHi- t^^VNj 
darion for Virtue than Chrifiianity^ 
whereas' he ought to have laid no 
more ( at moft ) than tfrae the Law 
of Nature was often better fulHIPd 
hy Heathens than Chriftians. Ano* 
ther thinks all thofc to liave bin Wo* ) f^ ; 
liters, who liv'd whfin heathen ifiit 
prevafiPd, than which there cannot 
be a grofler Error. Can any Man 
be (b flupid as to count Cicero 
( for exatnpie ) a Heathen, who, in 
his admirirf)le Trea tiles of Diviffati^ 
oi$ ao4 V the Nature of the Gods^ 
has defflOflftratively fubverted their 
PoIythSifin, Sacrifices, pretended Re- 
velations, Prophecys, and Miracles ; 
thefr /^Oracles, Augurys, Oneirocri- 
ticl(S,. Incantations, and all Fopperys 
of the like (brt ? Minutius 
Felit, Tertullian, and o- 
ther Primitive Apologifts for Chrit 
tianicy, tranfcrib'd their beft Argu- 
ments againfl; Hs^^athenifm out of \ 
thefe and the like Books, and very 
bftea in the fame words. A r n o- 
B I u s^ after doing Juftice to others, 

I ; maintains. 
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Letter OMlintains, that if ' Tu l ly's Works 
ni. were read, the Chriftians need not 
trouble themfelves with Writing; atid^ 
after acknowledging that he did with 
much Ingenuity y Conftancy, Boidnels, 
and greater Piety explode the Gods, tells 
us that many Heathens did for that rea* 
fbn not only decry thofe Books^ and 
avtoid reading them ; but were a|{b for 
ibiliciting the Sienate to burn and abor 
H£b tiiem : whereas^ to ufe the judicioiis 



.' C^m qUidem locum picne jamdudOBi honunes 
p^Aomvivi, ram Roounis Liceris explkavae, qu^q 
Grxcis, & ante omnes Tullius, Romam diiercifuinus 
(jeneris, hullam vericiis ImjfMetatis Invidiam^ iQgennc, 
^onflancer, & libcrc, quid fiiper tali Opinatioiie fkad^ 
ret, pietace cum inajore inonAravit. A quod ro 
fumere Judicii vcritate confcriptas, non verborum Lu- 
cufentias pergeretis, probata effec & hsec Cauia, nee fc. 
cUndas (uc dicitur) adiones nobis ab InfaxHdbus poftu-; 
laret. Sed quid aucupia verborum, fplendorcmqucfer* 
monis peci ab hoc dicam, cum fciam efle lion paucos 
qui averfentur & fiigiant libros de hoc ejqs, nee 4^ 
auremvelint admicrere Leftionem Opinionum (iiaruiB 
prafumpta vincentem? Cumque alios audi^ muflitari 
indignancer &diccre, oporterc flatui per Senatumabo- 
leanturuchxc fcripca, quibus Chrifliana Religio coni- 
probetur, & vetuftatis opprimatur auftoricas ? (^linimo 
li fiditis exploratum vosdicere quicquam de Diis n;(lris^. 
Erroris convinci^e Ciceronem^ temerar^ & impia die* 
citarc rcfellicoce, redarguice, cocnprobate : naminter^ 
cipei'c fcripta, & publicatam velle fiibmergerelcftio^ 
xietn, non eft Deos iefendere, fed veriUti$ Tc^ficatick 
ncm tiinere. Lib. 3. adverfnt Cent. 

words 
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words of our Auchor^ to fupprefs thoft Letter 
%ooks^ or to prohibit the fuhlick reaeUnfi IIL 
of thenty.wds not to defend the GodSf ^-O^*^ 
k^t to fesr the Teftimonj of Truth. I 
cou'd name a greac number of other 
Peribns r^n^^rkable for their Valor, 
Piety, or Juftice, who were much far- 
ther from being Idolaters than thei^ 
Accu(ers ; and ihouM no more be de* 
nominated Heathens, than tho& can 
be now call Mahometans, who, tho 
living at Mecca, disbelieve the Alcoran. 
Now, fuch as will have the(e to be 
Mahometans, or thofe to be Heathens, 
plainly (how their Ignorance of what 
is meant by the Words^ or that they 
perceive noiTthe Diilia6lion between the j. 
Law of Nature and all pofitive Infti- 
tutions. 

19. TO befliort, MADAM, the 
Religion of the Gentiles (as contrary 
or (uperadded to the Light of Realbn) 
i^ fuch as cou'd not influence Virtue or 
Morality v^ry cpucb in this Life, nor 
afTprd any certain Hopes or Security 
againd the Terror or Death. 'Tis 
true, there were many among the Hea* 
tbens, who, loath to believe their Re- 
ligion lb groundlefs and ridiculous as 

14 It 
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j^ftcr it feem'd to appear, efpeci ally from the 
liX Defcriptions of the Poets, \)i^otiM havq 
their numberlers Gods to be nothiog el(^ 
but the various Appellations, Attil- 
butes, or Provinces of (bme one Beinj^ 
whether it were the Sort,' br Ba t^ 
cHus, or any God befjdcs, of whom 
they had a better Opinion. Hegiflatiprs 
did put the beft face they Cpu'(;|^ upon the 
matter, and, without anxious Incpif^ 
into the Truth or Falfhood of tbmgSi 
they approvM of all that contribu/ed td 
keep Mankind in order, that excited 
'em to Virtue by Example and Rer 
wards, that deter'd •em frorn Vice by 
Punifhmentsand Difgrate. , But Others, 
as tlie v\ ell- meaning Philofophers, alic? 
goriz'd all their Doftrins into mere na- 
tural things, wherein the Deity raahi- 
fcfts his Efficacy, Bounty, or Goodnefs; 
from which threefold Confideratjoo 
proceeded the famous DiftinQion" of 
their Pcerical, Pohiical, and Philofo- 
phicil Theology. Yet the more dif- 
ccrning Perfbns laught at thefe Ihifts, 
well knowing that it was impoflible to 
make any tolerable Apology for moft of 
their Fables. C t c e r o theitfore 
condemns the Sroicks for pretending 
thsr: ail the Greek Theology wa? 

niyft^rious. 
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myfterious. Firff Zeno, \fays he, liUed^ j,; 

sfteir W«i Cleanthes, and them JSS 

C H K y s I p p u s, were at great faini tr^VNi 

to no fftrpofey to give a rcaforfjibie Ex^ 

f licit ion of comment it ions fatlesy and to 

account for the Etymology' of the t/eij 

Names of every Ood : which frbcieding 

plainly pdtPs thMt they hfiS^ fiof the 

Ttath of thfe thing f in the literal fenfe. . 

Hbwevcr, to give, a Specimen of their 

AHegoryS; *they made Jupiter and 

JqNO, to fignify the Air and Clouds ; 

Ni^PTuiSE apd Thetis, the Sea 

add Plouds ; ' Cekes and Bag* 

CHUS, the Earth land iail its Product 

tions; Mercury and Mjnerya, 

the. ingenious Talents of the Mind, as 

Learning, Merchandize Arts, or tfte 

like; Cupid and Vek uvbur taf- 

neft DeHres and amorous I n<!K'n[atioris; 

Mars and Bellona, Diifcnfions^ and 

*V/ars; Pluto and Proserpina, 

— : '^—4^ — .•-■■'" Vi\ • 



-'.. 



' Magnam mdeftiam fufcepit, ac minime neoefla- 
riam, priniiis Zcoo, poft Clcanches, deiixle Chrytippus, 
commenticiarum fabiilarum reddere racionem : voca- 
balorum, curqukjue tea ilppelkti-iinc, cauias es^j/^u 
care. Quod cum faoitis, iU«d profeOo oonficeminiy 
longe aliter rem fe habere atqoe honuaum opinio fie. 

Mines, 
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Letter Mines, Treafures^ and whatever lies 
IIL conceaPd under ground. So they pro<> 
ceeded to explain away the reft of the 
Gods ; and| as Allegorys are as fruitful, 
as our loiaginationsy fcarce an^ two 
Authors coird^ wholly ^ agree ^ in jfKeir 
Opinipns. But Tuppofing the Truth 
of tbe Qiatter bad bin as any or . al | 
of 'em wouM- have it^ yet their |tc- 
ligion was not a whit the better, and 
delerv'd to be abolifhM ; fince, what- 
ever were the Speculations of a few 
among the Learned, 'cis evident, th^e 
the Vulgar took all ^efe.to. be very 
real Gods^. ;c^f > whom . t,hey ftood in 
mighty fear; and to whom they paia 
Divine Adoration : not fo inflft on the 
Trouble and Expenfivenefs ol^' their 
Rites, or the Cheats and Dominioq of 
thePri^s. : This was clearly p^rceiv'd 
by CiCEiio, who^ enumerating t{^ 
feveral kinds of the. Heathen Qois^ 
From another Reafon^ ' fays he, and iih 
died d fhyficd one^ has. proceeded a greet 
mnltitude of Gods^ whichy being intro* 



' Alia quoquecx ratione, &(^uidem phyfica, mign 
fluxit rauldnido Deonun, qui, mdu^ fpecie hunvutty 
&bulas Poetis fiippediuverunt^ hominum autem vicun 
fupcrftitionc omni rcfcrfcrunt. Dtl^aP.Dm.L 2. 

duc'i 



and ^afons of lieathmfm. %\\ 

duc^d under human Shape^ hdve fupptfd Lpttpf 
the Poets mth fables^ but at the [mm iBb 
time have. flPd the Life of Men with mB S^*^ 
fqrts of Super (iitiQn* The fame may 
be as truly (aid of the modern Saints 
and Images : for notwithftandiqg the 
nice Diftin3ions of fupreme. and ab» 
folute, of inferior aod relative Wor- 
{hip } all rhe common People are 
downrigBt Jrols Tdolalter ; andl as to 
die ~ miiltitude 6F their Obfervatioosj 
the Inipoftures or Power of their 
Clergy ia the places where this Wor* 
ihip is eftablifh'dt the Superftitions of 
^be whole World put toother wou'd, 
in refpeO; of them, make a very eafy 
and tolerable JRLeligion. Nor oughc 
we to forget that this ^n ew Jdolgtry 
of the Chriftian^ is alcogiBtherJg^^ 
2^ct^ as that oF jhc antient H^thens^ 
on the excefliye Veneratjon'of 4^ 
Men and Woniea ; ^ but improved by 
degrees to fucb a pKch by the Arti* 
£ices of the Priefts, who allure oth^ 
\i}f this example . to follow their Vi^ 
r^ions, which always tend to the In-^ 
preafe qf their own Glory ^ Power, and 
l^rofit. 

80. THE 
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r ^ 

«o. THE prercrit Heathens, wh& 
iblijfbft-the '^reateft'part of Africa, vaft 
Tfaft* of Afia, alntoft' ■^all Afhehcaj^ 
and feme' few Comers' of 'Europe,' 
agree-very muidlt with the Antietts in 
th^r C^nions, which is the reafbntbat 
I bav^ hitherto ditiiceed (bine things I 
meiitiofi linder ^bfS'Head, to avoid 
Sep^i^ioft. But th^ difagrec among 
t'li^feTtes in diffierent places,' ais' the 
AWents' did* They haVe their fti-^ 
yet^f'Cbfitiogonias, or Accounts of tfci^ 
Oe^tlon of the'Wa^ld ; and their 
T^og6ma«»,^-;te Gif^atdgysl'of MfadSii 
wtiotoiilbiAe h^'lib;BiP>co^u^t, others 
iuiittfa.idari^, foM6t6' b^all good, others 
agi3i»^^'e^ b& ill -bad .^'>'a\id many chat 
tWei^'ferS'two fovcfeign PrinG?pffts of 
666d'§9ktf Itl> fucb^'-is the Qroma- 
t^^' *ld'»A'R'iS»>YN'fes of 'the' dA 
Gl(aM(flRifS'9> rflffi ,ire^ there • wanting 
Wwf^ rhMniairiJ'^e; Divine Unity, 
ftWhetimes witlij &nd {bihetiiMts - Wflb* 
otfc iirfcrJor Miriifters ; a» there' ^ bi 
vho affert the Etertiity and ImMietf- 
fityof" the tJniverle, and that all things 
happen by an irrefiftible Decree of Fatel 
Their Sentiments are as different a- 
iout Frotidence, the Duration of the 

World, 



the Soutt b«; tflViK>r|al«-,: it^F^n^a'd I{i. 
after {;^th to^tfijt c^piiain MKpfioqs,, jor i^^VV 
traofaii^i^es .^t»li u oi j^^ Body ; ^oto 
.toothBrp.ihifoJIiilobeiagFtbo inoft. prof 
^railMg Qpikii^ «DliiBV idiveffify, tbeir 
^Ci)ifice9L;il|ith>^fliunberle^ RilQ» < aod 
CereQuujv^ Tode N^tioo / jvifQiiflui^f^ 
tbac Anipal wbtfUebf jlnoiiMSr qMnj^ 
-9n Offering to its God. ; . add boae ^^449 
religioufly vifing thac GeftjU^jer ..Cr^ri)^ 
whkh aaoi^ei* r^eds. .a^,:.ji;Q|iq|coair 
jog and profane: ior a$ J u V|&)« A f. 
obferves of the old Egypt iap^ , -; , c> 

. " ■■ « 

i Such is sbi^Atddf^ff^f fJfc^^lMUgbA- 
.^-L . le/s Moi^4 'iw. ti. . ..i'.: i I -.?) 
) ci'^^'Edch. pldce .^dJidfs the . £?ri^/: ^ 
'^\\\ others^ \\ . ...;.// n. 
• '..y\ And own mo GoiU huf wk^ thtmffhf^ 

; * i . . ■ J • . 

. . • ' I ' , ' ■ • ' • • •■''..■» ' • I « /^ 

TJiey.perforatX>ivinei:^riVil3e:.<)i\ (^ 

Tefx of Hills, iniiie oped Air»- «ri; jp 

i^emples, and Groves^ or-Jpav^ 

' lade furor vnlg6,iqu(xl»Nulkuiiti vklucmii^'ili! 
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Ijetter T^ believe good aod bad Ddbnons, 
in. and gttardiaa Powers of Placed and 
Men. They have feveral fubotdinate 
Degrees of Priefts and Priefteflfes, C<)t 
leges in many parts for cbeir fidocation, 
and religious Houfts fbr their Maif>> 
tenance. They have their lacred 
Books^y Traditions, and Images ; pre- 
tended Miracles^ JProphecys, Revela* 
tions^ and Oracles ; Sorcerys, Aogu^- 
rysy Sortileges, Omens, and all forts 
of Divination. As the|f have their 
Merry-meetings where they eat* and 
drink, fing and dance before their 
Gods ; Co they have their more die* 
lancholy Seafbns, when they not 
only mortify themfelves with fi^range 
Aufteritys of Fafting, Abftinence 
frona Women, coarfe Habits, long 
Pilgrimages; or other laborious Pen- 
nances : but they alfb burn and 
whip, and cut and flafh their Bodys 
in a moft cruel manner ; vainly ima- 
gining to honor or pleafe the Deity 
by (iich things as do themfelves real 
hurt, and no body elfe any good^ 
When the Unintelligiblenefs or Ab- 
furdity^ of any of their Pradiices or 
DoQrins is objeded to them, they 
prefently tell you that nothing i^ im- 

poflible 
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poffiUe to clie higher Powers, and Letter 
that thefe art Mjrfterys neither to be .IIL 
fathdm'd or exatninM by the finite 
Und^tftanding of Man ; as may be 
fead ia almoft all the Travels df ail 
Niddiis. ' 



r ■■ ■ . 



21. HAVING given this fum* 
tnary Account, SERENA, of aih 
lient and • modern Heathetiifm, -' we 
may remark that almoA every Point 
bf thole fUferftitious and idolatrous 
Religions are in theie or grofler Cir* 
^umftances revivM by many Chrif- 
tians in our Weftern PirCs of thh 
Word, and by all the Oriental Seds : 
as Sacrifices, Incenfe, Lights^ Images; 
Luftratioos, FSeafts, Miifick, Attars^ 
Pilgrimages, Faftings, religious Celi- 
bacy and Habits, Con (ecrat ions. Divi- 
nations, Sorcery s. Omens, Prefages, 
Charms, the Worfhip of dead' Mea 
and Women, a continual Canoniza- 
tion of more. Mediators between^ God 
and Men, good and evil Danifdds, 
guardian Genius's, Male and Female 
tutelar Powers to whom they dedicate 
Temples, aKK>int Feafh and peculftir 
Modes of Worfhip,' not ooiyvcao- 
twing all Places Among 'eak, but 

likewife 
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Letter 
Iir. Naturdl Religion W4s eafy firfi mJL 

fldiffj 
Tdles msde it My fiery ^ Offrings made 

it Gain ; 
Sacrifices and Shows were at length 

frefar% 
The Priefis ate Roafi^meatj and the 
People fiar^d. 

I am afraid, by the time you come 
thus far, you'l be as weary of reading 
as I am now of writing ; and there* 
fore, MADAM, for both our Eafe 
I (ball add no more on this occaGon, 
but that I fhall continue all my Life 
your moil fincere and obedient Ser» 
vanr. 



LETTER 



i*H^ 



LEtTER IV. 

To a Gentleman in Holland^ 
Jhomng Spinosa's Syf- 
tern of Philofofhy to he 
jpithoHt any Princifle or 
Foundation, 



I. VT'OU guefsvery right, SIR, 
Y * when you faocy that in lb 
-■- charming a Retirement, I 
injoy the mod perfe£i Happinels this 
Earth can poffibly afibrd. Health of 
Body 4»dTrMqmUity of Mind. 6e(ide$ 
the Purity of the Air, this Country 
abounds in all manner of Game ; and 
my Neighbors ieem wholly unacquaint- 
ed with any other Fraud or Violence, 
than what they ufe againfc wild Beafts, 

K 2 Fowl, 
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Letter 
IV. 
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Letter Saints, fo Men of erroneous Principles 
IV. have often led excellent Live^ ; and yoa 
know that Monfieur Bai^c, in his 
vioriomTbonghts upon Comets^ has inini- 
fefily provM that even Atheifm - does 
not necefTarily lead a Man to foe wicketi^ 
tho he acknowledges v^itbal that the 
Confiderations of Safety, Refmtation, 
and Intereft, are ndt (iicb eflfeQual 
Reftraints againft Immorality, as the 
DoQrins of Religion. I further agree 
with you that Sph^osa-'I Adverfa- 
rys have gainM nothing on his DiG 
ciples by the contumelious and vilifying 
Epithets they beftow on bis Perfbn fof 
the fake of his Opinions; which fliatne* 
ful little Artifices are only fit for the 
Patrons of Error, being contrary to 
Religion as well as to common Civility, 
and may well enrage a fuperflicious 
Mob, but can never impofe on Men of 
Senfe, who judg of things as they arc 
in themfelves, and not as reprelented 
to them by paffionate-and unjud An- 
tagonifts. 

4. DON^T imagFrie, Sir, that I 
exprefs this Moderation either out of 
Complailance to the Ref^eft you bear 
to the Memory <)f S p i n o s a, or that 

: > I 



o/^Spinosa. ijj 

I tm now more coovinc-dof his Op^ Letter 
nioDs than you formerly us^d to find IV. 
me : for after this manner it is that ^-^'^'^'^'^ 
I think all Men in the World ought 
to be treated in matters of mere Specih 
lation, leaving their immoral Aftidnt 
(if they be guilty of any5 «> the Gap* 
of the Law, and the Ahin^adverfion of 
the Magiftrate. But I am (b far from 
being a Profclite to thofe Points whereof 
you and I have dilcoursM at your Houfc, 
that I am perfuaded the whole Syftem 
of SpiKOSA is not only falfe, but 
al(b precarious and without any (brt of 
Foundation. I do not mean that there 
are no incidental Truths in his Bx)k^ 
no hiore than that there are no miftakes 
carelefly crept into thofe that are better: 
but I maintain that no fuch thing fol- 
lows fVom his Syftem, which if it be gra- 
tuitoos and witbouc any Pf idciples, can- 
not (erve to explain any paft or future 
Difiicultys^ nor to give better Reafons 
for what we commonly receive. 

5. LET him have bin never fb 
booeft a Man, yet I fuppofe youM not 
exempt him from many human Frailtys 
to which the beft are fubjed: : and I 
amincliuMto fufped: that his chiefed 

K 4 Weaknefs 
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I^etter Weakoefs was an immoderate PaiSk)n 
(p becx)me the Head of a StQy to have 
Difciples aqd a new Syftem pf. Philo^ 
fophy ihqnQifd. \yub :bis Name, the 
ilgxample bfiipg ireCh and inviting 
from the gofi^ Fortune of his Nfa(|er 
4C ART ESI as.,.. J do not- make this 
Conclufioa^ from his frequent tufe of 
fuch Expreflipns as my Phihfopky^ or 
QHf Syftem^ and the like : iu)r wouM \ 
have every roan accusM of *thj% AfFe6ia- 
|:ion who makes (bme particular Pif- 
coverys, or. who even c^ange^ the 
V^bole Face of Fhilofophy, and intro- 
duces a 'Method abfolutely aqw ; for 
ftich P^fops rpay witjboutaUqueftion 
be aQed by no other Motives befides 
the Love of Truth and the -Pcnplit 
of the Society, nor will they rejcft 
any thing but what they really con- 
ceive to be hurtful, erroneous, or un- 
profitable. Socrates, notwith- 
ftanding the mighty Reformation he 
njade in Philofbphy, was never fuf- 
pefted to aim at being the Head of 
a new Sedl: ; and Cicer^p very 
truly obferves that his Difeiples mul- 
tiply 'd their Contefts, divided into 
Pattys, and fpoii'd his Po^lxin whipn 

they 
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tbcy formM it into a ' Syftcm, by ^vhich Letter 
they prefcnded, no. doubt, to explain IXT. 
a thoufind things whereof SxicRA-^ 
TEs never thought, and to which we 
find tbey reduced even thofe airy Spe- 
culations which he' difcarded as u(e* 
Jeft to Life; expcnfive of Time, of no 
concern to the World, and never to 
be comprehended. 

I" 

6. B U T when a Man builds a 
whoteiiiSyftem of Philofophy either 
iwithoiiki any firft Piinciples, or on a 
iprecarious Foundation : and aftervirards 
-VDthcri.lhe's told of this Fault, dnd put 
in mind of the Difficultys ihat at- 
tend it, yet neither fupplies that De- 
ft&^MOv accounts for thofe Di£eultys 
•hy< aay thing* he has . already^ efta- 
.blifhfd, rfor yet acknowledges .'hisMif* 
-take; we may.iTeafbnably fufpefithat 
Iie^3 tod much in love with his new 
-World (for fuch is a Syftem of Fhilo- 






^ Jllan autem Soaaticam Dubitationem de omnibus 
rebus, & nulli adhibica affirmatiofle confuecudiDcm 
diliercndi, reliqueruoc lu fadaeft diilerendi (quqd 
miniitie Socrates probabat) ars c^usdam, Philofophias 
^ rcrum ordo, 8c defcriptio difciplinx. Academk. 

fophy) 
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Letter (bphy) ever to admit of a better Cre* 
IV. ator: whereas a Perfbn that propels 

^^•vv^no other view but the manifefting 
and propagating of Truth, and that, 
caonot reft iatisfyM with Fancys or 
Conje£^ures, wouM in fuch Circuiii« 
ftancesbe nothing aOmm'd to confe^ 

and amend his Error. 

« 

7. NOW let's examine whether 
S p I N o s A be guilty of the Charge 
I have drawn up againft him. I 
ihall fairly aliedg my Proofs, and 
leave your felf to be Judg, tho yoo 
feem fo highly prepoffeft in his fa- 
vor. I need not prove tohisgreateft 
Admirer that he acknowledges but one 
' Subftaoce in the Univerfe, or that the 
Matter of all the things in the Uoi- 
verfe is but one continued Being, 
every where of the fame nature, hdw- 
ever diflperently modify'd, and endu'd 
with unchangeable, efTential, and inle- 
parable Attributes. Of thefe Attri- 
butes ( which he fuppofes eternal as 
well as the Subftance to which they^ 
belong) he reckons Extenfion r and 
Cogitation to be the moft principal; 
tho he fuppofes innumerable others 
which he has not bin at the pains to 

name. 
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le. He has no where (b much as Letted 
Quated that Motion was one of IV. 
m ; or if he had, we (houM not 
e believM it on his word, nor 
:hout more convincing Arguments 
a 'he has given that every Portion 
\ Particle of Matter always thinks : 

this is contrary to R^dbn and 
perience, both which demonftrate 

Extenfion of Matter. Whatever 
the Principle of Thinking in Ani« 
Is, yet it cannot be performM but 
the means of the Brain. We Men 

confcious of no Thoughts, while 
; Fuodions of the Braid are fuf- 
ided ; we find our felv^s to think 
re, and there only ; and we bbferve 
figns of Thought in any thilngs that 
nt a Braid, whereas every' Creature 
t has one, (eems to (how fbme 
;ree of Thinking by its A£tions. 

for his Subtiltys to prove under 
stence of Reafon what is thus re- 
ted by Experience, I may (end you 
' Thoughts about them another time : 

it is not my prefent Defign to con- 
eall his Errors one by one, but to 
r(y that his whole iSyftem is altogether 
mndlefs, which at one ftroke de- 
3ys whatever is built- upon* jt« 

8. WE 



lAo A Confutation 






Letter 

IV. 8. W B agree ftncVcpy fide that the 
perpetual Clia«ge)i in -Matter an>tbe 
EfFc^^C Motion, whfch produces m 
Iqfiaiti; off different Figl^res^ Mixtures, 
apd ieQlible QoaUtys. 3ut we rauft 
difl!idgvi0i between local Motion and 
the qnaving Force, iDr- A^ioa :: for 
local Motion is only a Change of Situ* 
atiop, ^r/thefucc^flBve Application of 
the &me.rBody to the refpedive Parts 
of fe\;€!^H0ther Bodys ; fo that this 
Motion is oothing difTereot from the 
Body it felff : nor any real Being in Na- 
ture, im 2| Wfe Mo(}e or Confidera- 
tion of ita Situation, ^d the B&Gt of 
fbme Force or A^ion without or withio 
the Body. Tho the ordinary Ru/es of 
Motion are but Obierv^tioas learac 
from the ^IBxperience of w>hat com^ 
monly pafTe^ in: local Motion, or pro* 
bable Calculations deducM from fuch 
Obfervatioos i yet the Adion or moving 
Force is like wife often calPd by tbe 
name of Motion, and thus the Efieft 
is confounded with the Caule, which 
has occaHonM a world of P^rplexitys, 
and Abfurditys. But all thofe who 
have treated of the Diverfitys. that haf)« 
pen in Matter^ mufl; have meant this 

^ ASiofl 



^ S P I NO S A? 14! 

Afltion as their Caufe, 6r ' labored to Letter 
no purpofe : for this being once ex- IV, 
plain^d^ we cah^ eafily account for Ideal '-^•"^^ 
Motion as its Effed^ and not 6therwi(e. 
The Mathematicians' generally take the 
moving Force for granted, and treat of 
local Motion as they find it, without 
giving themfelves much trouble about 
its Original : but the Fradice of the 
Fhilo{bphers is otherwife, or rather 
ought to be fb. 

g. WHOEVER then goes about 
to explain by their firft Caufes the 
Origin of ^the World, its preient Me- 
chanilm, or the Af&dions tpf Matter, 
mufl begin with the fird Caufe of Mo- 
tion : for no manner of Variety iis inclu- 
ded in the bare Idea of Extenfion, nor 
any Caufe of Alteration ; and feeing it 
is A£l:ion alone that can poffibly produce 
any Change in Extenfion, this Adion 
or Frinciple of Motion mufl: be well 
clearM and eftablifhM, or the Syfiem 
muft quickly be found defedive. If 
it be only taken for granted, the Syf* 
tern will be but a Hypothefis ; but if 
prov'd and explaiA'd, then w6 itiay 
exped to find (bme grbater^CertitUde 
khan hitherto in natursfl P&il6(bphy. 
- . It 
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Ijetcer It is not enough then co build on local 
iy» MotioO) wbicb, as we (aid before, is 
but an Effed of this Aftion^ as well as 
ail the. other Variecys in Nature: fo 
is Reft, which is now generally ac* 
knowledge to be no Privation nor a 
State of abfoiute Inactivity, as much 
Force being necelTary to keep Bodys 
at reft as to move them ; where- 
fore local Motion and Reft are only 
relative Terms^ periihable Modes, and 
no pofitive or real Beings. 

« 

io« ms hard to determiae what 
were the true Opinioi^ of the mod 
antient Sages of Greece; but the gene* 
rality of Philofbphers every where 
(ince Anaxagoras havelaiddown 
as a Principle, that Matter being of it 
ielf inaOiive, a dull and heavy Lump, 
the Divinity (which was acknowledg'd 
diftin£fc from this Matter) communi- 
cated Motion to it, tho after a man- 
ner exceeding human Comprehenfion. 
Hence they proceed to (how what Di- 
viGons this Motion made in Matter, 
what Particles (tf different Bulk and 
Figure thc;nce were formed, and how 
the Univerfe (I will not fay how well) 
and all th^ Parts thereof game into they: 

prefent 
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3i;p(ent State. S p i n o s a, on the con* Letter 
rary, acknowledges no Being (eparate IV. 
)r different from the Subftance of the 
Jniverie> no Being to give it Motion, 
continue or to preferve it, if it has 
)one of its own. He builds on all the 
»mmon Notions about local Motion^ 
;i^ithout ever (bowing any Caufe of it ; 
)eing not willing to allow the ImpuUe 
)f a prefiding Deity, and unable (as 
^ou^U preiently perceive) to produce a 
)etter, or as good a Reaibn. Yet he 
¥as of opinion that Matter was natu- 
ally inafkive : for in the lecond part of 
lis Etbicks or Syftem, Proportion the 
fairteenth, Axiom the firft, he fays 10 
:xprels terms, ' AB Boiys sre either i» 
notion or dt refi. And to let you (ee 
:hat he did not mean refpeflive Reft, 
)r tlie Refiftance of other Bodys, in the 
[>emonftration of the (econd Lemma 
be further affirms^ that * 4B Bodys may 
fometimes ie dkfol^tcfy tnav^d, sad fame- 
times be akfoIuteJy sf reft. There can be 
nothing more pofitive : yet if any or all 



' Omnia Corpora moventur vel quiefcunc* 
* Omnia Corpora — — abfolute jam movqi, jam 
quiefcere poflimc 

the 
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Letter the Parcels of Matter may be in abfe* 
iy» lute Reft, they muft ever perfift in 
that State without fomc external Cau(e 
to put^em in motion^ and this Caufc 
he has no where aflign'd ; befides that 
all Matter may be ihadtive, if any part 
of it can ever be fo. 

m 

II. SPIN OS A has no tfirherc in 
his Syftem attempted to deBne Motion 
or Reft, which is unpardonable in a 
Pbilolbpher, whether done il^ith or 
without defign ; and yet according to 
hinifelf in his Ethicksy '' Motion knd 
Reji^'gre the Cdufes of dB the Diverfitjs 
Among Bodysy thence ' proceeds the dif- 
tinSiion of pdrticular BodjSj and ^ an In^^ 
finitj of things proceed from Motion and 
Refi. In profecuting this SubjeQ: I 
(ball alledg nothing out of bis other 



• 

' Corpora ratione motu^ & quietis, celcricatis iC 
tardicatis, &nQa ratione fuMancia^ab inyictni difiia- 
guUQCur. Lem.i. ante Prop. 14. Fart. 2. 

' Corpora res (ingulares fuse, quz radone mottis & 
quictis ab invicem diftinguuntur. Vemonftrat* Unu 3. 
aKteTffJf*ti^*iytd, 

' Non tamen propterea Deus magis dici potefl ex 
iibercate voluntatis agere, quam propter ea qux ex 
motu 8c qukte fequmftur (infinita enim ex his edam 
fequuntur) dici poted ex libertace mgtus & quictis 
agere. CoroJ. 2, Frof, 3. Fart. i. 

Books: 
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Bookt: becaufe chat ia bis Xfd^atus Thco- Letter 
logico-Polnicus he has had no occafioo. IV. 
to tre^t of thele matters ; and that in ^ 
one of bis EpiftUs he declares himfelC 
not anfwerable for any thing in his 
DemonfifAtion, ^/^C a r t e s i u s's Prin-^ 
cifUs ; and this he obligM Meyer 
the Publiflier to tell the world in the 
Preface of the Book, which he has ac- 
cordingly done : for he compost that 
Work at the requeft of one of his Difci* ^ 
pies, and built his Demonftrations on * 
Cartesius^s Definitions^ Populates, 
and Axioms, which are (uppos'd but noc 
believed to bQ true. So that the Ethicks 
(to which Tide he has reducM all bis 
FbilolQphy) is his real SyAem, wherein 
and in his Letters bis genuine Sentiments 
of Fhilofbphy are only to be found. After 
dealing thus fairly with him (which is 
no more than Juftice requires) there^s 
no need of fhowing by Inferences that 
be did not hold Motion to be an eternal 
Attribute of Matter ; which if he had 
done, we cou'd not have believ'd it 
without sood proof: I (ay, we are 
fpar'd thde pains, fince he exprefly 
afferts the contrary, and he was 
furely beA able to acquaint us with 
his own Opinion. In his firfl; Letter 

L to 
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Lcncr to Oldenbux^g, wlierd>y be 
IV. communicaies to hiiD (bme pan of his 
Eihicksj thus he writes. ' Tom wmft 
take herd that ty Aitribmtt 1 uninfismi 
tverj rhimg that ii concerud ky it fdf smi 
im it feify in fneh 4 nnnner ss thM ihi 
Conceftion of it does mot ittvolve or flip- 
pofe the Comception of mj other tiimg : 
as Extem/iofij far txdmple^ ii comceivU if 
it felf ond in it felf^ but Motion mao fo ; 
• for it is conceived to be in Mother things 
ond the Conceftion of it imvohes Ex* 
tenfion. This is extremely phia and 
peremptory ; nor (hall we examine at 
prefent how true or falfe it may be of 
Excenfion, which is but an abftraded 
Idc3, and no more conceivable without 
a Subjed than Motion is. 

12. SPINOSA then, whovdues 
himfeir in bis Et hicks on deducii^ 
things from their firft Caufes (which 
the Schoolmen term a priors) S p i n 0* 



' llbi Douadum mc per atcribumm intell^ere oone 
id qucd coocipicur per ic & in fe, adco uc ipinis Goii- 
cepcus Qon inydvac Concepcum alcerius rd : at, ex. p« 
Exteofio per fc & in ie concipicur, at Motus noa iion \ 
>wn cooapinir in alio^ fc >pfnis Coacepcw invcrifil B- 
tentioacm. 

S A« 
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sA^ I (ky^, faaving given lio account' Letter 
how Matter came tobemgv'd or Mo- IV. 
riod comes to be continu'd, not allow- 
ing God as fir ft Mover, neither prov- 
ing nor (uppofing Motion to be an 
Attribute (but the contrary) nor in« 
deed explaining what Motion is/ he 
cou'd nocpoflibly fhow hov the Di- 
verfity of particular Bodys is reconr 
cilabletotbeUoity of Subftance, or to 
the Samene(s of Matter in the whola 
Univerfe : M^herefore I may (afely con* 
elude that his Syftem is intirely pre^ 
carious and without any (brt of ground, 
indigefted and unphitofbphicaL But 
left your AfftOtion ibou'd bia(s you to 
think that fuch a great Man couM not 
ftumble fb at the Threfhold^ and that 
he has (boiewhere fupply'd this enor- 
mous Defedi tho it might efcape my 
Obfervation, I hope you^ll believe his 
own Words to a Perfbn who wou'd not 
implicitly fwear to his Fbilofbphy, but 
whole Difference of Opinions did pro- 
bably make as little Difference in rheir 
AfleQioos as ip yours and mine« ^ Tis 
a very remarkable thing by what De- 
lays, Shifts, and Excufes he wou'd 
avoid (blviogthe Objedions that were 
made to him on this Head, which 

L a keeps 
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Letter keeps me ftill in the Belief that he cou'd 
IV. not bear to pare with his Syftem, nor to 
lofe the hopes of heading a new Sed. 

1 5. B U T be this how it will (for 
we ought to be retervM id divining 
the l*houghts or the Dead) the Author 
of the fixcy third Epiftle in bis Poflhih 
motm Works prefles him by a very fen* 
fible and modeft Requeft, which, 
without a good Anfwer, overthrows, 
as we have prov'd, the whole Fabrick 
of his Philofophy. ' If yon hsve lei- 
furej fays his Friend, dftd tbdt oppor- 
t unity permits, I humbly beg rf you the 
true Definition of Motion, as weU as the 
Explication of that Definition : dnd sifter 
Pfhdt manner (jinee Extenfion^ m con- 
fider^d in it felf^ is indivifible^ immu^ 
tabUy &c.) v^e can (bow a priori how 
fucb and fo many Varietys cot^d begin^ 
and by confequence the Exiftence of ft' 
ufes in the l^ art ides of any Body^ which 

yet 



n 



' Si otiiim eft & occafio fioity a cc lUbmiiTc pcco 
vcram Motus dchnicionem, ut & ejus explicacioncm; 
at(]ue qua uriune (cum Lxccnfio^ quacenus per ie 
cuncipicur, indivifibilis, immucabilis, &c. He) a priori 
dcducerc poffimus cot tamqiie mulcasoriri pofte varie- 
ti'rCj ii per conlcquens^ KxiltcDtiam fi^ur« m parti- 

CUl'f 
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yet in tviry 3ody Aft vsrioM Md diferent Letter 
from the Figures of the Fdrts^ ,which coih IV: 
(litiue tbi Fom of another Body. Well; VVV 
what (ay$ S p i n o s a ? or does he ^w 
reft biaitoany place where this is al- ; 
ready done to his hand? Far from it ;. 
for in the following Eptiftl? hereplies^ 
in thefe wordi : ' Now for the reft^ thap' 
ts to fsjy Concerning Motion, and fneb " 
things ao relate to Method^ hecaufe they- 
are not yet mitten in Order , I keep ^em 
tiU anaber (fffortunity. His Friend^ 
who wou'd not be put of} fo (lightly, ^ 
and wbofeThirll after Knowledg made 
him' watl with I tnpatience, brings him:; 
again in inind of this Difficulty in ehe - 
fixty ninth Epiftle: 'J eannot mthoM 
great diffiiuky conceive, fays he, how a' 
priori can he frov^d the Exigence of Bo* 
dys which have Motions and Figures ; 



culisalicu)us Corporis, quz tamen in quovis Corpore 
varix & dirtrOe' funt a figurxs partium qux alter ius. 
Corporis fimnani donfticuunt. 

' Caneram, ^ reliquis/ nimirum de Mocu, qiueque 
ad methodum IpcOinc, quia nbndum Ofdioe confcrijpta 
funt, in aliambctaflonem refervo, 

' Diffiicnirc^adiiiQdamooiicipere qiie6, qui a prioj^- 
Cor^uin exiflencia ddnohflmur qax''Moci.is'&l Pigii^ 
habcnC y cdm'iil ex^aifioiic, rem abfof iice ebnddetSidd;' 
ni] tale occurr4C. ..•&-. 

•^'- ■ L.J ftnce 
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Letter your felf demonflrAted how if ^i^i «r- 
JV. erffarilj foBorp from the Effence of Qod 

t>^v>Ja priori; which^ Cakt^ sins going 
^bout to (boWy he believed it to exceed di 
human Comprehenfidn. Wherefore I in- 
treat this thing of you^ weU knowing you 
have other Thoughts^ unlefs' pefBa/^rtbere 
he fome culpable occajion thkt^^haf hir 
therto kept you from making ^this Mdtter 
plain. This Perfbn has done Jdftice tb 
Cartesius ; for tho his Syfterii is 
at befl: but an ingenious Fbifofophical 
Romance, yet he was nevet lb carelefs 
or inaccurate as to think of deducing 
the Variety and Difference of particular 
Bodys from mere Extenfion, and there^ 
tore fuppos'd God at the beginning to 
liave given a (hake to the lazy Lump, 
from which his Matters of the firft, 
fecond> and third Elements fucccflively 
exited, and from thefe, after his manner^ 
the Difpofition of the whole Univerfe. 
But Spinosa neither fuppoling the 



iTifcntii Dei a priori neceifario fequi dcb^^, abs tc 
non ik oAcnfpm, id, quod Cartefius oflenfuipis. Gap- 
rum humanum fupcrare credebac Qf^re a te ha^ f cm 
r(*<]uiro, fcicns bene xc alias Cogiuciones habere, luTi 
aha foncica fubfltjurce caufa, quare i|lud haAcmjs 
ipouifeftMrn faccre ndlueris^ See, 

* fame 
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iamc Prineiple, ner ^eftablifliihg. t(n^ Ltftter^ 
cMbef to ^ explain the yKtittf^ of par- ^. 
ticular Bodys in the Identity of anb- C/^sfi^ 
ftaiioe^ youU own^ I doubt nfit^^tfiat 
witboiii: any Artifiet^ Pdffibn," <»r Iti- 
ftreft; I. have clearly proved M^at I 
tindertook to you, - that his Pbiiolbphy 
jy btiilt on no certain "ior probitbile Poun« 
^dattOfhy but on gratuitous^ Suppfliilition$i 
fVoih- which he deduces what he ^ and 
Iii^'f'oUowers caIlDemonftrark)ilfi^Jr' He 
was accuftom'd to this way^ of pre* 
tendkig to detbotiflnte things in a 
Geometrical Method,; tho be knew 'era 
tcv'be ^ felfey fincetbUs he badf before 
denlbnftrated Car t bsi u $?»'' Princi- 
ples. But that very Work is* « memo- 
rable 'Example how edfily People may 
be deceived by this* Method '(tho ink 
jelf abfblutely certdtn) if they tfrei not 
us'd to make long Deduftions witlxNit 
miffing one Link in the Chain, if they 
take any thing for {elf evident which 
needs ic (elf to be prov'd, or any thing 
for prov-d from the Authority of others 
pr their own Prcppfleffions. jBtrt to 
retixrn to his Friend, all the Anfwer 
Wfi reeeivM to his- laft Intreaty wigb 
}^ general words ; for in the two and 
ieventieth Epiftle, S p i n o s a after re- 

jeding 
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Letter tion is Motion, only diverfifying their 
IVl Ternis a little ; for when a Bowl runs 

{^sn<i on the Green, and the Definition of 
Motion is ask'd, 'cis gravely anfver'd, i 
thgt.s$t..is the removing} of one Boify:^ 
from the Neigbhorbood cf otberSf &C:} 
and this the Bowlers know as well 
as thsiHiilofbpher, feeing it daily v^iih 
their oWn EV^s; but 'ci& ther Caufe; 
of this EtScSL they defire to hear ex- 
plained,' of -which he's ordinarily ; as 
ignorant as they. 

■ ■ . , J. J F J - 

i$.-Y.OU fay very truly thattven 
thofe who. carefully diftinguiCh the 
Gau(e ind : the Effed, are yet extrekne* 
ly puzzled about the moving Force it 
ielf, what (brt of Being it is ; where 
it refides, in Matter or without it ^ 
by what iheans it can move Matter; 
bow it paiTes from one Body to ano« 
ther ; or is divided between many 
Bodys while others are at reft, and a 
thouland more fuch Riddles. Where- 
tore not being able to difcover any 
fuch real Being in. Nature, nor to de- 
termin whether it be a Body or Spi- 
rit, and yet \q& to make it a 'Mocfe^ 
Hace (among other Objedions) • m 
Accident can^pafs fromf: ond Subje^ 
' . to 
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to another/ nor bfc without its par- Uttttr 
ticular Caufe in any Subjefl wfaatfb- IV; 
cper, iEind chat it may be intirely de- 
ftroy'd the Subjeft remaining (afe , 
they ' arfe forcM at laft to have recourfe 
to God, and to maintain that as he 
communicated Motion to Matter at the 
beginning, fb be ftill begets and con« 
tinues it whenever, and as^ long as 
there's occafion for it, and that he 
adukily concurs to every Motion in the 
Univene. But this Syftem is fubjefb to 
more fatal Confequences than thofe 
they wou'd avoid by it : for befides that 
they hereby deftroy what many -have 
faid about God's impreffing Motibn on 
Matter at the beginning, as fbmething 
that was of it telf liifficient for the 
future ; they farther make God the Au- 
thor of all the Wickednefs in Nature, 
tho Motion were ftill but a Mode; 
Tis he, for example, that adually 
moves the Tongue of a lying Witnefs, 
the Hand and Dagger of a Murderer, 
with (uch other palpable DifBcultys, 
which all their moral and phyfical 
Diftin6^ions are not able to Iblve.' But 
%yhy fhou'd I throw away any Words 
ic^d' this Syftem, llnce in all times, as 
C I c E R o observes, when the Philo- 

fbphers 



LeM^r Ibpbers are igoorant of the Caafe of 
IV.: anjr tbiog, tbey prefently betake tbem- 
(elves for refuge and (andoary to ' God^ 
which is QOt to explain things, but to 
cover their own Negligence or Shorts 
(ightednefi, their Vanicy: not fuficring 
tbcQi to allow any other Caufe^ but 
God's immediate Concourle to what 
they are not able to unfold 

16. YOU do not fore(ee perhaps 
what Doubts you create to your feff, 
and what Work you cut out for mc, 
in demanding my particular Opinion 
about Motion. 'Tis eafier at any 
time to find oat the DefeCb of others 
than to fupply them, and a Man is 
very like to be wrong underflood 
who delivers his Opinion (efpecially 
if altogether new) before it be guarc^ 
<d with its Proofs and BzpUcation: 
but our Friend (hip not allowing me 
to deny you any thing in my power, 
t (hall be open and free with you io 
this particular. I boM then that A6- 



* Sed omiuum caUum rcruin ratio reddcndt cil s 
quod Toil ciim ficere noo potdlik "n^m |a ^ma 

tion 
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tiom is effentidi to Mater ^ thit.is tO: Letted 
£iyj as infeparable from its Nature as IV, 
Impenetrability or^BuenfiQa^ aodthac 
it ought to make a part of its Defi' 
nici0a# But as in Matter We diAin* 
gtttfli ^the Qgfuttitj of particular Bodys 
and the Extemfiott of the whole, of 
which theie Qutotitys are hut feveral 
DeterminatioQi or Modes,; lexifting 
and periflbiog by their feveral Caufes : 
(by the better to be underftood, I 
wouM, have this Motion of the Whole 
be callM J^iotty and ail local Motions, as 
dired or circular, faft or (low, fimple 
or compounded, be ftill calPd MaiioM^ 
being only the feveral changeable Dr- 
ttrmindtioms of the JUian which is air- 
ways in the Whole, and in every Part 
i)f the lame, and without which it 
cou'd not receive any Modificatioosp 
I deny that Matter is or ever was as 
inadive dead. Lump in ablblute Re-^ 
pofe, .a lazy and unweildy thing ; and 
when I write exprefly on this Subjed: 
to you^ I hope to evince that this 
Motion alone accounts for the (ame 
<^ncity of MoKion in the Univerici 
that it alone proves there neither 
needs adr can be any Void, that Mat- 
ter caooot Ik truly defind witfaout tt^ 
1. that 
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Letter that it (blves all thcDifficultys about the 
IV^ moving Force, and all the reft which 
^ we have meatioo'd before. 

17. BUT you*] lay that, befides 
the Siogularity of the Opinion, I fliali 
make a world of Adveriarys by rea- 
ion of the many Hypothefes and Doc* 
trins* which it unavoidably deftroys. 
To this I anfwer, that the Oflfence is 
taken, but not given ; and that I (ball 
thereby be nothing difquieted, pro- 
vided . I be able to contribute any 
thing towards the Diicovery of Truth. 
This is dot aSyftem of Accommodation, 
fuch as thofe which Ibme invent to 
reconcile other different Syftems, tho 
they are not certain that their own is 
more true than the refl^. But if I be 
able to fxrove from the nature of the 
thing it ielf, and not to favor or op- 
pole any Caufe, that Jlficm is effewtidl 
to Matifj that Matter cannot be 
rightly conceived nor confequently be 
rightly defin'd without it, that nothing 
can be accounted for in Matter with- 
out this eflential Adion, and that it 
is eafily fliown to extft in the mofi 
heavy or bard Bpdys} then they may 
quarrel <who have, a mind to it) with 

God 
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God or Ntture, and not with me^ who Letter 
am but their humble Interpreter. Af- IV. 
ter*all, L apprehend no Enemy s if I o^?^PO 
fhouM ever publiQi to the World what 
I may write to any Friend on thisSiibjed ; 
ibr ev€ry Party is neceflicated to ex^ 
plain the Phenomena of Nature by 
Motion : and therefore fuch as belie vp 
Matter created^ may^as well conceive 
that God at the beginning enda'd it 
.with Adion^as well as with Bxtenfioa; 
-andthoiewho believe ic eternal, may 
as (Well believe it eternally adive^ as 
eternally divifible ; nor can they ever 
accpunt' for any Change in Nature 
xwitbouc admicting this, as I have 
provMl>e£Dre againft S p i n o s a. My 
?only bulineO; is to prove Matter neceffs- 
yily affive 4S tpcll oi extendedy and thence 
to explain as 4nuch as I can of its A& 
fe£lions ; but npt to nieddle in the Di(^ 
putes which others may raife about its 
Original or Duration. 

18. YOU may perceive, SIR, that 1 
have a great deal of leifufe, and nothing 
to malce me uneafy^ dr at leaft chac I 
won't be made fo, when 1 can take oc- 
cafion to write fo long a Letter from a 
few bints in a couple of yours. But ic 

M is 
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Letter isimpofliblenot to acquire a more dila- 
IV. tccj Underftanding by your Correfpon* 
dence. After fo much Pbilofbphy about 
the Primitive WcwW, I (hall trouble you 
with nothing that pafTes in the preicnt ; 
and Idcfirethis particular favor o£you, 
that in the Lettca^s with which you^l 
pieafe to honor me during my Stay in 
this Solitude (which I hope will be ve* 
ry many) you wouM not to^otion a 
word of News : for there's ibdfiecbing 
in all fuch Occurrences, which engages 
fis to interefl: our (elves more than in 
many Peoples Opinion we are conceru'd 
:to do ;' and yet, according .as ie goes 
withpublick Affairs, I ctlnnoe for my 
Life refrain from rejoicings or being an- 
gry, or growing fad like others, which 
perhaps proceeds from very good Rea« 
ibn$5 but with which I wotiM not 
willingly be difguieted here. ^ Still I 
except from the foregoing loftruSions 
all that regards your Family or our 
other Friends, in whofe Welfare, and 
particularly in your own, none can re- 
ceive more real Satisfa&ion^ than, 
SIR, your moft fumble and afieQio- 
nate Servant. 

LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

.... ^ 

Motion eifential to Matter; 

in Anfmer to fomeRemarh 
: by a. noble Friend on toe 

Confutation of Spin^sa.' 



Nunc qntd mdhilitAS fit reddita MdterUi 
CffirforibuSy fMck licei bine cognofcer'e^ 
JMkmmi. Lucret. 1. 2. 
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u X^ARDON me, SIR, if 1 

W^ doiibc whether the favorable 

-■- CbaraQer you are pleas'd to 

beftow on the ConfutMion tfSvi' 

M o s A,' proceeds front ycnir Kindoefi 

M » or 
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hftt^ or your Judgment. But what makes 
.V. me flatter my felf that you wrote your 

C-O^ genuine Thoughts about the firft part 
' Uf tt i a t lene r lu ou r-^WOrrhyH^riendr'is 
your making fome Objefiions againft 
the latrer part, wherein I have barely 
decIarM my .tjpvftioni tl^at'^ipiiiijf^r is 
neceffdrilj aSfive a$ well 4s extended. 
To this^ou cannot eafily agree* aod 
iieh^ Re hbi- <><te"ri?btartief<HiW4*, 

unlefe ^t?f tho.^.feme tinw i we wpoM 

f^fhiy condemn our !eWes' wlhen 

^^h were of -* your mind.^xBut as^our 

without good Reaions, \o we admit 
of no Right from PofTeflion, of no Pri- 
vilege by Prtfcription in Philofbphy, 
how much (bever we allow it in na- 
tional Laws or.Cuftom^/ Authority is 
to decide Jiiajters of FaQ:, but hot to 
determine the Truths of Natiire, * You 
ventured fa'ir, I muft acknbwTeflg, to 
make your Obfervations and Objedions 
before I gave any notice or hint of my 
Arguments: but this very Proceeding 
declares how untenable you believe my 
.Aflertion/to be. even to ungilirded 
^and abfurd, that aoy Perloa coira eafi* 
Xy gue{s at tbe little cbait might be 
plauHbLy JgfierU for fuch. a Paradox. 
' ■ " This 
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This is but a natural Conftruftion of Letter 
your meaning, and fuch Thoughts as V. 
People are extremely apt to entertain ^>^v^^ 
of any Notion that conrradiQs the" 
common Belief, efpecially if fuch a Be-- 
lief has continuM very 16ng in pot' 
feflion, and has bin very liniverfally re- 
ceive. In the Anfwer you defire of 
me, I (hall follow the Thread of your' 
own Letter; and take care to be as 
brief, as the indifpenlable Law of Per*' 
[picuirywill permit. / 

2. Y O U take my Meaning very' 
right in urging, that if Activity ought 
to enter into the Definition of Matter^ it 
o»gbf Ukewife to exprefs the Effence there^, 
of: for certainly all the Propertys of 
any thing fhouM follower be knowable 
from its Definition ; elfe the Definition' 
is not diflinguifhing and adequate, but 
confute and imperfewl. In my Opir 
nion therefore Matter has bin hitherr* 
but haJf, or rather a third part definM' 
by Extehfion, from which alone many 
of its^ Modifications can follow by no 
means ; ;and this is the reafon, why^^ 
none t)F'tbe motive Efieds have biq 
confider'd as ejfential to it, but adveh- 
tirioii^ sodof a different fort, becau(e 

M J not 
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Letter not contained in any; of the Terms of 
V. its Definition : whereas Matter being 
' defiiiM adive as well as extended (to 
which you may add Solidity, with the 
incomparable Mr. Lock) tbeo all 
the motive EfFeQs follow very naturally, 
and need not be explained by any other 
Caufe, no more than the Confequences 
of Extendon. Suppofing it an Error 
that Motion is extraneous to Matter, 
you^il own that the ordinary Defini- 
tions which are built upon this Suppo- 
fition, have greatly contributed to let- 
tie it firmly in the Minds of men *, they 
being thus accuftomM to deprive Mat- 
ter of Motion in their Speed; and 
Writing from the beginningi which 
kept 'em for ever after from revoking 
it in doubt, but rather making ic a (elf 
evident Principle : and you know that 
fuch as had defigns of gaining Repu- 
tation by introducing falfe Do^rins 
that favorM their Defigns, or of main* 
taining their Authority in fupporting 
abfurd Perfuafions already eftabliih'd, 
did make it a Aanding Rule timt Priih 
eipUs muft not be diffuttd\ aiid then. 
they canoniz'd for Principles^ wbiiteve^ 
Maxims they found moft fon^ucible to 
their purpofe.. But if Motioa be tSto^ 
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ih\ to Matter, it myft be likewiie as Letter 
cflential to its Definition. V. 

J. I OWN what you next objeQ:, 
that tffore fucha Definition is made^ thi 
nc€€ffnry Aoiivify of Maner qught to be 
clterly prov'^d^ which to do, in the Se-> 
quel ot this Letter, is my Intention ; 
and to endeavor the recommending of 
this Diefinition by the Reafbns I Ihall 
produce to (bow that all the Matter in 
Nature, HvQty Part and Parcel of ir^ 
has bin ever in motion, and can never 
beotherwiie; that the Particles which 
lie in the midft of the moft (olid and 
bulky Rocks, in the heart of Iron Bars 
or Gold Ingots, are as well in conftant 
Adion, as thole of Fire, or Air, or 
Water, cho not according to the fame 
Determinations, nor in the fame De* 
grees, no more than the(e lafl: men- 
tioo'd, comparM among themfelves : 
for this Adion is equally natural and 
internal to them all, and to all other 
ClaSes of Matter in the Univerfe; tho 
their (peciBck Motions be fb various 
and difiereoty which proceeds from 
their feveral ways of afiedmg one ano- 
ther Buti its time enough to think 
^ I Mw Dcfiaitioo^ when this e(rea<f 

M ^ tial 
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Xietter tial Motion is evidently prov\l. 

V. 
ty'W; 4. YOU once thought it iocoo* 
cctvable, it feems, I (houid ever main- 
tain that Mdtier cM^not ms mmih ds 
be coffceiv^d mtbout an Aliion cf its amm^ 
cr under fame Effefi of fuch dm A^u 
en ; and I flili maintain, that Matter 
can no more be conceiv'd without Mo- 
lion than without Excenfion, and that 
the one is as infeparable from it as the 
other. Your conceiving Faculty I 
know to be much more delicate than 
mine, wherefore I wou'd have you try 
it a Httle on thisSubjtd, and then to 
make me comprehend what idea you 
have fram'd of Matter without A6lion. 
It VAU&, be Ibmething deprived of all 
Ficure cr Color, neither heavy nor 
4ighr, rough or fmooth, fweetorfour, 
^lot or cold, void (in a Word) of all 
fenfible Qualitys, without Parts, Pro* 
portion, or any Relation wJfiatlbevei : 
fince all thefe depend immediately on 
Motion, as well as the Forms of all 
corporeal Beings, their Generation, 
Succeffion, and Corruption, by the num* 
berlefs Mixtures, Tranff^ficions, and 
other Arrangements of their Parts, all 
which are the natural and undoubted 
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Effeds of M6tion> or rather Motitin it Letteit 

felf under thefe fcveral Names ^nd V< 

Dcftrminations. The conwnonly ac- ^>'*^^^' 

knowtedg'd Divifibility of Matter i» 

alfb an undeniable Argunnent : rhat 'iv 

cannot be conceiv'd without Motiof}^ 

finte it is Motion that divep(>6daf- 'oc 

divides it s which 'is therefore pvefbpf 

posM as well as Bstcenflon in the-idea 

of Divifibility, and conleqteirulti^j'thtf 

one is as eiTknti^I to Matter as tte bttler; 

How can you cbnceive that •Miittei' is 

any thing or k Subi^ance^ Mn\oTs it be 

endu'd with Adion ? How can it be 

the Subjed of Accidents (according to 

the vulgar Definition) fince all Accidents 

are nothing el(e but the feveral Deter* 

roinations of AGion in Matter, diver- 

fify'd as they are differently plac'd with 

relation to our Senfes; but tn reality 

not difl:in£t from our ImaginatioD, or 

from the thing it (elf wherein they ard 

faid to exift? Roundnefs i$ fiothitig 

difierent from the round Body (which 

is a^ true of all Figures) for this 

-Roundnefi is not th6 Name of any real 

cbinp, but only a word to exprels the 

f)articular qiamier of^a certain Body. 

Neither are Hot or Cold, Sounds, 

Smells^ or Colony fo much as even the 

Man* 
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Letter Manners or Poftures of the things 
V. chemfelves^ but the Names we give cq 
their waysof afFeQingour Imaginamn; 
for moft things are conceived by us 
with refped toour own Bodys^ and not 
to their true Nature : wlierefore what 
is fweetto one is (bur to another, what 
is rough to me is (hiooth to you, what 
is pleafiire to the Healthy is parn to 
the Sick; tho moft mens Organs being 
fram'd very like one another^ they are 
confequently afFeded inuch afrer the 
iame manner, yet ftiil with (bme de» 
gree$ of Difference. But thefei and 
all other Differences in Matter proceed- 
ing from feveral Changes^ or thefe very 
things being but the Conceptions of 
different Motions, I think I may war« 
rantabiy affirm that Matter is never 
conccivM but under feme Notion of 
Aflion, which before I end I defign to 
fliow to be as true of Reft it (elf. 
Now ft rip me Matter of Motion (if 
you can) and I undertake before-hand 
to divine your Conception of it, which 
inuft be the very fame with thofe 
who try'd fucb ProjeQs before you : for 
their M4teris frims was ^s ntijue tf^ 
quidy neque efi qudiy ntque eft quantum^ 
mquc qaicquam eanm qmha Ens d/tnmh 

nMtmr\ 
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H4tiir; which is in !$ great mmy words lfiUa[ 
to fay^ that ic is nothing at alL V/ 

5. B U T you affirm that the £jc-, 

iiffjiof^ of Mdtur is very ufily known^ if, 

not felfevUn^ty but not itsA^iyitjj 

wherein I mufl: beg leave to difTenC 

from you, affercing that, the one 

is no lefs ea(y to be known than the 

other, and nqtber of 'em doubted or 

midaken, but by fuch as judg of 

things from Appearances, Cuftom^ or 

Authority, without confulting their 

own Reafbn, arguing in which Method 

they may as well prove the Moon to 

be no bigger than a large Cbeibire 

Cheefe : for as the Vulgar believe that 

there is no Extenfion, where tbey pern 

ceive no viflble . Objed ; fo thp(e, who 

wouM take it ill to be rankt in other 

things with the Vulgar, yet agree with 

them in this, thinking that there's 00 

' Adion, where they can iee no local or 

determinate Motion. Experience fhows, 

that great numbers of Adverfarys are 

no Argument againft the Truth of any 

thing whatfbever. The plaineft things 

in t& World have bio mighty Secrets 

for whole Ages ; and we know cbac 

it'j hard to find a things where 00 body 

dreams 
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Ijetter dreams of lookiog for it. Have a little 
y. patience^ SIR, and I may be {o happy 
" "" "^ as to be capable of (bowing yoa what 
led allSedsof Philofophers as well as 
the Vulgar,^ to believe the Sluggifhnets 
of Matter, tho divers of the former 
were aware of its adual univerfal Mo- 
tion, which from the Prejudice of their 
Infancy, they were ready to a(cribe to 
any Cau(e rather than to the right one ; 
and this has very often obliged 'em to 
feign very ilNIbrted and ridiculous Hy* 
potliefes. 

' 6. I APPROVE of your fourth 
Obfervation (for you know I wou'd not 
eafily difagree widi you in any thing) 
that m4fij of the moft learned Fbilofophers 
conttnifor ^Vdcmm^ which Notion feems 
to he grounded on the Oe^dnefs or Inacii- 
vity of Matter ': to which I add, that 
fbmeof thofe Philolbphers deny (with the 
Epicureans) the Void to have any fiib- 
ftantial Extenfioni and will have it to be 
nothing ; while the reft make it an ex* 
tended Subftance, which is neither Body 
oor Spirit. Thefe Notions have rai^d 
a world of Difputes about the nature 
of Space. The Opinion of a Void is 
one of the numberlels erroneous Gonle- 
''^ quences 
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qiieofpes of defining Matter ooly by Lettq: 
Bxtenfioo, of making it naturally in- Y. 
adive^ and of thinking it divided into V 
.((al Parts every way independent of 
^e another* Ofl thefe Spppfitions it 
^isiropoflible there fhouM not be a 
^Vjoid ; but 'us as impoflible that ten 
tbouiand Abfurditys (hou'd not foUovir 
ifron) thence. , What we call Parts in 
Matter, maybe prov'd to be but the 
<ii(Ferent Conceptions . of if^ Aff^ftions, 
tjie djftindions of its Modifications; 
.whicb P^r^s ^r^ therefore only imagi- 
nary or relative, but not real an<i abfo- 
Ju(l^|y divided : for Water, as fucb, caa 
lie B^pc^ate4, dividpd, and . corrupted, 
j^crea^M^in}!: ^iipipi(h'd ; butiOPtrjWhco 
cqpfider'c) aS/Mat ter{ d ; i J r 

..(fy.^Qi N ,thi$ ocqafion, toxoid »I1 Aoth 
bigVMty, ^is convenient . to inform you» 

f^ * it l^y Bodys lunderftaqdc^ertaio Mq^ 
ications of ^^Matter, conceived by: cbe 
in^;as:^ n^iiiy limited Syftems, or 
'flfis^^jpi\u Qgiptjtys mentally labftta^:* 
.^. «but not a3:yal|y fepar^ned ffonK tin; 
^^tppfion pf the Uni verie^ , ; .We; ther^ 
l&K (ky that one Body is bjigger'or k^ 
than' another, is broken or di/Tqlv'd, 
^from the jnultifajrious Cbsng« ^ Modi- 
fications: 
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Ijeteer fications: but we cannot properly (ay 
V. that Matters are bigger one than ano* 

VVNii tber, becaufe there's but one fort of 
Matter in the Univerie ; and if it be 
infinitely extended, it can have bo ab- 
Iblute Parts independent of one another, 
Parts and Particles beingcbncetv'd as I 
told yoii juft now that Bodys were'. 
A world of other words are invented 
to help our Imagination, like Scaffolds 
for tijie Convienience of the Workmen ; 
but which muft be laid afide when the 
Building is finifti'd, and not be mifta* 
ken for the Pillars or Foundation. Of 
this ibrt are Great and Small, for exain- 
ple, which are but mer Compaf'ifbns 
of the Mind, and not the Mames of 
any pofitive Subj^Qs ; as you are Big 
in re^>ed of your little Sifter^ but Lit- 
tle in refpef): of an Elephant, and fbe 
is Big when compared to her Parrot, 
but very Little when fbe (lands by her 
Mother. Thefe and fuch words are very 
ferviceable when rightly applyM ; yet 
they iare often abus'd^and from relative or 
modial, are made real, abfblute, andoo- 
iitive : (tich are Bodys, Farts, Particle^ 
Somtbing, a certain Being, and the 
Tike, which may be well allowed in 
the Praftice of Life, but never in the 

Specu- 
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Speculations of Fhiloibphy. Letter 

V 

8. BUT to ceturn to your Objcc-A^N^XJ 

tian ; others who admitted no' real, 
(>qt only modal and refpeSiviei^Farts ia 
Nature, yet cou'd never with all their 
Subtilty bring any Arguments againft 
a: Void, but what their lAdverfarys 
,cou'd eafily ruin, becaufe they agreed 
with them io making Matter iaaSiivt* 
you^ chat underHfind (b welt th^ thAor- 

ry.of .Philofopby, know that the vPifB- 
(Ultys appear to be equal on both fides, 
.which has inducM. many to believe that 
the thing is in its own nature ioexpli- 
cable, throwing the fault (ja2i cSiey ffif- 
ten unjuftly do) on their own Conr 
cepci^ns, which they find ua(aci8ry>'d ; 
ao.dooton the precarious Suppofitions 
i^l both Partys, . which they do not pen- 
jceive. There is nothing more, certain 
than that of two Contradi£loFys the 
one muft be always true, as the otbdr 
mud be always falfei ; and thp it -. be 
therefore indifputable that dtker there 
h a Void, or that all is fnli (to u(e 
their improper ExpreiBon) tho it he 
l>lain that the Truth is within the nar- 
row Compafs of thefc two ihort Pro- 
pofitionSt yet neither fide hu hill hi* 

therto 
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• {^eiter tberto able to demonftrate ufbichof'em 
y^ . *s the true Opinion, becaufe they have 
both argu'd fiofn a fal(e Medium, 
from' which nothing but Falfitys 
and Abfiirditys couM naturally foi- 
lovik '^^ 

■ ■ ■ * 

g. : But if you arc once perfua- 
ded, SIR, as I hope you quickly wiU^ 
that Matter is dStive as well as ex- 
-tended) all your* diificiilrys about a 
Vdeuum muft fall to the ground, fbr 
as thofe particular or liinited Quatlti- 
tyS) which we call fuch or Gich Bodys, 
-arc- but ' feveral Modifications o]F the 
^eneral^ Boitenfion of Matter in which 
they are all concain'd^ and which- they 
wither increafe nor dimini(b: fe (as 
an Adequate Parallel) all- the particular 
or icieal Motions of Matter are but 
the feveral-Deterrainations of * its gene* 
ral Adion, directing it this or that way, 
by thefe or thofe Cautes^ in this of that 
inaniier,yfithout giving it any Augment 
tation or Diminution. Indeed in aU Trea* 
tifes of the ordinary Laws of Morion, 
you meet with the fe^reral degrees of 
Motion that any Body lofes or a6:)uires9 
-but tho& Laws concern the Quantity 
t>f the-A^ion of particular Bodyfe oti 

one 
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t>ne another, aad not the Adion of Letter 
JMatter ib general ; as particolar Quan- . V\ 
titysof Matter are meafur'd by other ^^ 
lefler Quantitys, but not the Exteniion 
of the Whole. The Mathematicians 
compute the Quantitys and Proportions 
of Motion, as they obferve Bodys to 
ad on oner another, Without troubling 
themfelves about the pbyfical Reafons 
of v/hac tvtty perfbn aliow5> being a 
thing which does not always concern 
them, and which they leave the Phil 
lofbphers to explain : tho the latter 
wou'd fucceed better in their Reafons, 
if they did more acquaint themfelves 
before hand with the Obfervations ^ild 
Fafts of the former, as Mr* New- 
fON juftly ' obferves. • 

ID. THERE b no inleparable 
Attribute of Matter^ but has number* 

' in Matbcfi iofdRxyui&t func Tirimn (^anrtates 
fit RatioiKs iHae^ que ex oondickmibus ooibiifbunque 
{ofids coafisqoeiiair : dcniqtte ubi in j^yficam de* 
icendicur, confeicnds fiuc b|e Radooes cum Piueno- 
ittei^ ut moaUSaii qQaemm virium Condiciones iia- 

rSt GorporuBi tranolvonim gcMribiis ooomamc 9 
(un* danofli: de vtriuaiSpccidNB, Cinfis^ & Ran- 
cnibas fhjrfiot tudn di^iuvc wmu riUif. Sat* 
*lMhti9* Wfa»*yk if%i 

N Icfi 
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Letter lefs Modifications proper to it (elf as 
V. well as Extenfion. So has Solidity, 

^-O^*^^ (b has AQion ; and yet all the Attri- 
butes mud concur in producing the 
peculiar Modes of each, becaufe they 
are flill hut the Confidcration of the 
(clf^famc Matter under different re- 
fpefls. To fay then, as you do after 
a Croud of Philolcphers, that // there 
be fio Void^ there is confequently no place 
for C to remove wiOj nor Any Elbop^ 
room for B to fu(b C ; for you, I repeat 
it, to [peak in cnis manner, is not only 
to have the fame grofs Conception of 
Space with your Farmers, but alfo to 
fuppofe the Points B and C, and all or 
moll of the Points about them, to be 
realjy fixr, and in ablblute Repofe. 
But you fhou'd not run with a multi- 
tude tocommit Miilakes, noisore than 
to do evil ; and if I fucceed in provjng 
thetiatural, elTential^ intrinfick, and ne- 
ccffary Aftion of Matter, then you 
may eafily perceive that thefe ObjeSi- 
ons will be no longer Di/Hcu|tys, and 
that ail your Circles of contiguous Balls, 
your Fifli on the point of moving ia 
the Water, and the reft of tbple chre^ 
bare Examples muft be. emplay'd oil 
(bme other occafTonS; becaufe. ifl ldid& 
! luppole 
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fuppofe an abfblute Refl:>;^ well as the Letter 
Generation of Motion^ wbicli is the V; 
thuifi^n queflion ; and cou'd it be 
provM, there wouM be no iblid an^i 
fwering of fuch Arguments for a Fd* 
cunm. : : 

II. I H I N T E D[ fomething to 
you before about the ahufe of Words 
in Philolbphy, and we may indance 
particularly certain Terms invented to 
very good purpofe by Mathematicians ;; 
but mifunderftood or perverted by< 
others^ and not (eldom very wrongly 
appIyM by certain Mathematicians 
themfelves. which can never fail to 
happen when abftrafled Notions are 
tsaken^ for real Beings, and then laid 
down: as Principles whereon to build 
Hypothefes. Thus the Mathematical 
iAtits^ Surfaces^ and Points have bin 
maintained to exift in reality, and 
many Conclufions thence deduc'd, thoi: 
very unhappily ; as that Extenfioa was 
compounded of Points^ which is tot 
lay, thatLengtfb^ Breadth, and! Thick- 
nefsare form'd of what is neither long;. 
OOr:bh)ad^jidQr.thick^ or Meafuce of: 
00 Quantityi ! .So the word Infi^: 
niti has bill: ^wonderfully perplexM.j 
vlii! N 1 which 
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Lottec which has given occafion to a (houfaod 
y. Bquivocacions aod Errors. Number 
was made infinite ; as if k Mlow^d^ 
becaufe Units* oiay be added to one aoo* 
ther without end, that there adually ex<- 
ifted an infinite Number. Of this nature 
are infinite Time, ahe infinite Cogi- 
tation of Man/ afymptbc Lines^. and 
a great many other boundleis Progref*' 
fions, which are infinite only with re- 
fped to the Operations of oar Minds, 
but not (b in themlelves : for what* 
ever is really infinite, does a£^ually ex* 
tft asfuch I whereas what only may be 
infinite, is very pofitively not {b. 

12. B U T no Word has bin more 
mifapply'd^ nor confequently has given 
occafion to more Difputes than Space, 
which is only an abftraSied Notion 
(as you (hall perceive hereafter,) or 
the Relation that any thing has to other 
Beings at a difi:ance from it, without 
any Confideration of what lies between 
them, tho they have at the fame time 1 
real Exiftence. Thus Place is either 
the relative Pofition of a thing with 
refped to the circumambiecu: Bodys^ 
or the Room it fills with its own Builr, 
and from which it is oooociv'd to ex- 

c/ude 
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ciude all other Bodys, which are bSt Letter 
mere AbftraQions, the Capacity no^ V^ 
thing diilbring from the Body con- 
taiQ^d: and foDiftanceis the Mcaru're 
between any tWo Bodys, without re* 
7ard to the things wbo^ Extenfion ts 
lo meafur'd. Yet becaufe the Mathi- 
maticians ^ad oceaQon to fuppofe Spacie 
without Matter, as they did Duration 
without Things, Points without Quan? 
f ity, and the like ; the Philofophers, 
who cou'd not otherwife account for 
the Generation of Motion in Matter 
which they held to be inadive, itpa- 
ginM a real Space diftinfl from Matter, 
which they held to be extended, in^ 
corporeal^ immovable^ homogeneal^ ia- 
divifible, and infinite. But this whole 
DifputQ depends on the A£lion and Iti* 
6nity of Matter. In the firfl: place, 
if Matter it ielf be eflentially adive^ 
there^ no need to help it to Motion 
by this Invention, nor is there anj|r 
Generation of Motion. Secondly, if 
jt be infinite, it can have no feparate 
Parts that move independently of one 
another in' crooked or ftreight Lines, 
aotwithftanding thofe Modificationis 
5vhicb we call particular divifible Bo- 
dys. Thirdlyy Matter muft be like- 

N 3 wile 
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iJjtiter vi^ homogeneal, if ic has AQioii of 
V. it/elf as well as Solidity or EueoGoo, 
without being divided into Parts; 
.And fourthly, if it be; iofinice, the 
JUniverfe muft be wiij^o^t all local 
Motion, there being no fixM Points 
without it^ to which it might be fuc- 
cedivelyapply^d, nor any . place into 
jwhich it cou'd poffibly remove. 

15. PROCEEDING, SIR, ao 

cording to the Order of your Reroarks, 
I (hall briefly endeayor; to prove 
tbefe feveral Points. I am not infenfr 
ble that I oppofc a Notion univerfally r(- 
ceivM, and that in this particular Arti- 
cle cf Space lam (aid to have the greateft 
Man in the world againft me, who yet 
cannot g;ow any thing left, thoh^ Ihou'd 
happen herein to be miftaken ; Hnce 
the Demonftraticns and Difcoverys of 
his unparallefd Book remain ititireljf 
true without it. For my part, I can 
po more believe an abfbluce Space 
diftinci: from Matter, as the place of 
\t ; than that there is; an abfblute Time^ 
diflferent from the things who(e Du* 
ration are confider'd. And yet Mr. 
Newton is thought not only to be- 
lieve (he/p things^ bqt a}(q . to put 

then 
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them both on the fame foot. Times Md Letter 
SpAceSy fays ' he, AYe as it were their V. 
own PlaceSj and thofe of aU other things. *^ 
jtll the things in the Vniverfe are in 
Time as to the Order of Succeffton^^ and 
in SpMce as to the Order of Situation. 
^Tis ejfential to ''em that they he Places ; 
and to think thefe primary Places can he 
mtyod^ is abfurd. Thefe are therefore 
ahfolute P laces y and the Tranflationi 
from thAn are the only polite Motions: 
I am convince that thefe Words are 
capable of receiving an Iriterpretatiori 
favorable to my Opinion; but I chufb 
to cite them in thefenfe wherein they 
are commonly uoderftood : befides'that 
his Book (as I faid before) is neither 
way concern^. *^' 

14. A3 for your alledging (to infer 
the Inaftivity of Matter, as well as a 
Vacui$m^ that one Body is heavier or 
lighter than another of equal Bulk ; you 



• 

' Tempora & Spacia func fai-ipfbrum & rerftih 
omaium quaii loea. la Temppre, quoad x>rdineiii 
SuoocdiOnis, in Spado, quoad ordioem Sicus, iocantur 
umverfiu Oe iliorom efienda eft xxt fine loca, K 
loca primaria mover! abfurdum eft. Hxc fqnc igicur 
abfbluca joca, & fok TranOacione^ de his locis fuoi: . 
abiblttri Mociis« . F. 7* * 

N 4 mud 



1 84 Jd(^ion ejfential to Matttr^ 

Letter muft fuppofe that Levity and Gravity 
V. arc not inert: Relatioos, the C^oropa- 
rifbns of certaia Situations and exter- 
nal Pre^ures ; but that they are real 
Beings, or abfolute and inherent Qua- 
iitySy which is now by every body ex- 
ploded, and contrary to all that you 
know your felf of Mechanicks. Ic 
may not be difficult to perfuade even Per- 
Tons of a nioderate Capacity ^ that there 
cou^d be no Levity or Gravity in the 
fuppos'd Chaos, and that tbeie Qua- 
jitys wholly depend on the ConSfi- 
tution and Fabrick of the Univerle ; 
which is to (ay, that they are the 
Confequences of the World in adual 
Being, and the neceflary EflPe£ls of its 
prtfcnt Order, but not elTential 4t* 
tributes of Matter, the fame Body be* 
coming heavy or light by turns, ac* 
cording as it is placed among other 
Bodys, and there being nothing better 
known, than that many things are 
not fometimes in a ftate of l^eyity or 
Gravity. To imagine that any Parcel 
of Matter has Levity or Gravitjr of it 
felf, becaufe you fee thofe EmSts in 
the Fabrick of the World ; or to deduce 
It from the common Laws of Gravita- 
tion, is not only to imagipe Matter 
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^like afle£lcd in all Places, but that the LetteiC 
Wheels, and Springs, and Chains of a V. 
Wacchy can perfornn all thole Motions 
leparately which they do together* 
And yet it was from fuch fal^ Sup* 
pofitions, that the Philofbphers, in theif 
£bveral Formations of the World, '■■ in- 
vented the Fable of the four Elements^ 
orderly placing themfelves according 
fo their different degrees of Gravity 
and Levity ; the Earth undermoft or 
in the Center, next to chat the Water> 
then the Seat of the Air, and upper* 
inoft of all the Fire. All Sorts and 
Seds of People have bin fi^erftitioufly 
fond of this primary Chaos, a Notioil , ^ 
as confused and monftrous as the Inn /' "^ 
port of the Name, and built in every "^ r : ' 
uep on Suppolitions that are not only ^ 
arbitrary, but utterly falfe and chime* 
rical: fuch is the grofs Conception 
of the Number and Unmixednefi of 
the four Elements, drawn from the 
moft compounded Bodys in the world ; 
iuch is the Levity and Gravity of the 
dancing Particles; and fuch the Sept- 
ration of the Seeds of things (as they 
ijpeak) which without fuch Levit¥ 
tjod Gravity couM not be perfem^t^ 
nor indeed ob thefe very .Conditions, 
'-' ' ' ' witboue 
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Litter without ao Almighty Archite£^, which 
V. they did not always take care to pro* 

U^vN^vidc, or furniQiM him with fuch 
wretched Tools and Contrivaoce, as 
Ihow^d the Meannefs of their owo 
Underftanding, the fole Model by 
which they formed him. Such a pre* 
carious Suppofition (in a word) is 
Matter^s having bin at any time in this 
Confufion, without aicertaining how 
long or for what rea(bn, with a thou- 
land more the like Abfurditys, which 
every man may eafily reprefent to him- 
ielf from thefe few Inflances. This 
may alio ierve for an Example, how 
little ftrefs is to be laid on univerfal 
Confenty or rather on any epidemical 
and common Error that makes pre** 
tences to that Name. 

15. BUT not to ramble into Di- 
gteflions, tho never (b natural, you 
own that mofi Bodp sre in aiftfsl Mo- 
tion, tvhich can be no Argument that 
they have bin ahdjs fo^ or that there 
are not others in abfolute Repofe. I 
grant that fuch a Confequence does 
not neceffarily follow, tho the thing 
in it (ejf be true. But however, it may 
jROt be ami($ to oonfider^ how- far thcs 
■•''•'.■■:/ adual 
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,a£luaL Motion reaches and is allowM, Letter 
before we come to treat of Reft. V. 
Tho the Matter of the Utiiverfc be -^ 
every where the (ame, yet, according 
to its various Modifications, it is con- 
ceivy to be divided into numberlefs 
fttCticularSyfteniy, Vortexes, or Whirl- 
pools of Matter; and thefe again are 
fubdivided into other Syilefns greater 
pr., il£(s, which depend on one another, 
as every one on the Whole, in their Cen- 
*€rs,. Texture,:; Frame, and Coherence. 
Our Sun (for example) is the Center of 
ono of thole bigger Sydems, which 
contains a great many leiTer 'ones . with* 
in tho{Sphereof,itsA£livity, as all the 
Planets that move about it: and thefe 
are >fubdivided* into yet leflTer Syftems 
that depend on them, as his Satellites 
wait upon Jupiter^ and the Moon on 
the Earth ; the Earth again is divided 
into the Atmofphcre, Ground, Water, 
^od other principal Parts ; thele again 
into Men, Birds, Beafts, Trees, Plants, 
rFiCbes^ Worms, Infeds, Stones, Met* 
t^ls, and a tboufand other difFeren* 
ces. Now as a|l thefe depend in a 
Link on one another, fo their Matter 
( to rpeak in the ufual Language ) is 
.mutually relblv'd into each other: for 

r ' Bartfai 
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Loner Eanb, aod Water, and Air, aod Fire, 
V. are not only clofely blended and united, 

i<VNjlbat likewife interchangeably tranf- 
formed in a perpetual Revolution ; 
Earth becoming Water, Water Air, 
Air ^her, and (b back again in Mix- 
tures without End or Number. The 
Aninuls we deftroy contribute to pre- 
ierve us, till we are deftroy'd to pre- 
. ierve other things, and become Grals, 
or Plants, or Water, or Air, or ibme- 
thing elfe that helps Xo make other 
Animals, aod they one another, or 
other Men ; and thefe again turn into 
Stone, or Wood, or Mettals, or Mine- 
rals, or Animals again, or ba:ome Parts 
of all thefe and of a great many other 
Things, Animals and Vegetables daily 
confuming and devouring each other; 
lb true it is that every thing lives by 
the Deftrudion of another. All the 
Parts of the Uoiverfe are in this con- 
ftant Motion of deftroying and beget^ 
ting, of begetting and deftroying : and 
|be greater Syftems are acknowledged to 
have their ceaflefs Movements as well as 
the fmalleft Particles, the very central 
Globes of the Vortexes turning about 
their own Axis ; and every Particle in the 
Vortex gravitating towards the Center, 
pur Bpdys, however we nuy flatter our 

ielvds^ 
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lelveS) differ nothing from ^bofe of Letter 
other Great uresy but like them re* y. 
ceive Increafe or Diminution by Nu* < 
trition and Evacuation; by Accretion^ 
Tranfpiration, andieveral other ways, 
giving fbme' Pares of ours to other 
Bodys, and receiving again of theirs, 
not altogether the fame yefierday as to 
day, nor to coarinuet the fame to mor- 
row, being alive tn a perpetual Flux 
like a Ri\^r, and in the total DifTo- 
lution of our Syftem at death to be- 
come Parts of a thoufand other things 
at once; our Carcafes partly mixing 
with the Duft and Water of the Earth, 
partly exhal'd and evaporated into the 
Air, flying to fb many different pla- 
ces, mixing and incorporating with in- 
numerable things. 

i6. N O Parts of Matter are ty'd 
CO any one Figure or Form, lofing and 
changing their Figures and Forms con- 
tinually, that is, being in perpetual 
Motion, dipt, or worn, or oound to 
pieces, or diflblv'd by other rarts, ac« 
quiring thdr Figures, and thefe theirSf 
and lb on inceilantly ; Earth, Air, Fir e^ 
and Water, Iron, Wood^ and Marble^ 
Plants and Animtls, Mag nrcffd or 

cx)iidens\l^ 
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Letter condcos'd, or liquify'd. or congeaPdi 
V. or diflblv'd or coagulated, or any other 

t/VNJ way refolv'd into one aniothcr. The 
whole Face of the Earth exhibits thofe 
Mutations every minute to our Eyes, 
nothing continuing one hour numeri- 
cally the lame ; and thefe Changes 
being but (everal kinds of Motion, are 
therefore the incontdlable EfFeds of 
(bme univcrfal A^ion. But the Chan* 
ges in the Parts njake .no Change ia 
the Univerfe : for it is manifeft that 
the continual Alterations, Succeflions, 
Revolutions, and. Tranfmutations of 
Matter, caufe no Acceffion or Dimi^ 
nution therein, no more than any Let- 
ter is addecf or loft in the Alphabet by 
the endie^ Combinations and TranP 
pofitions thereof into fb many difFerent 
Words and Languages : for a thing 
DO fooncir quits one Form than it puts 
on another,' leaving as it were the 
Theater in a certain drefs^ and appear- 
ing again in a new one, which pro** 
duces a perpetual Youthfulnefs and Vi« 
gor, withp^.t any Decay or.Decrepitnels 
of the World) as fome have fooli(hly 
imagined, S^^^^ry: noc only to Reafbn, 
l^ut to Experience } the World, with 
ail t)i^JP*rts^iR4 ^ijp4i»nlbereot,:coai 
*:> v^o " ' tinning 
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tinuing at all times in the &me con- Letter 
ditioa« The great Syftems of the y^ 
Univerle beiog fubdivided into gra- 
dual and lefler Syftems of Matter, the 
lodividuals of the latter do perilb in- 
deed, tho they are not annihilated, 
continuing only a certain time in their 
particular Forms, according to the 
Strength or Weakneis of their Dif* 
pofitiod, StruQure, or Conftitutioa, 
which we call the natural age or time 
of fucb a thing ; yet if this Confti- 
tution, before its ordinary Period, be 
deftroy'd by more prevalent circum- 
ambient Motions, in fuch cafes we 
commonly call it Violence or Accident, 
as that a murderM young man is dead 
before his time. But the Species ftill 
continues by Propagation, notwith- 
Handing the Decay ojf the Individuals ; 
and the Death of our Bodys, is but 
Matter going to be dreft in fbme new 
Form: thelmpreffions may vary, but 
the W^x continues ftill the fame, and 
indeed Death is in cStQ the very fame 
ihing with our Birth; for .as to die 
is only to ceaie to be what we for- 
merly were, (b to be born is to begin 
to be fomthing which we were not 
h^{QK{ E'er I iMve this Head, I 
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lUtter no particular Al^ratioryct Divinoo; and 
^^. the exceroaV ioci^l MocibB OD.'Changs 

^^^^^r\3 of Pla(*,^Vhlbb ate but the variotB Mo^ 
d jficatioh9 * of u«He dTenndt' A£):ion a^ 
tfr^jir Subje^^^ irhe paitriciiki^^MotiQiil 
bfe5»i€f" dt*?«*"«lHi*cl by-other' ihoFe prcfj 
valinv Mc)ri6n^ to be :c}irid or cm 
cykhr^ '[alt or., flow,^ dbhtikH^Ur or inti3i<^ 
jtipfed, ' -according to^ rtiei occurrenti 
ilt^)r€qtiei^t, «(* circttoiMXibiehr MocioBS 
of other B6^fsr; no ipart rof Mattdr 

l)ietn^ U'itbdut itsowf^iiuerna;l£nergyv 
tld^u^o^et^'JihiiS'^decermia^dl ^jr! ' die neigh* 
boring Paiti according t4^:/Vheif partis 
eutir DeterfaiirKiition is flfcmger oi[ 
^livtakb')' yields' or retiAsi;.'and theft 
Ag^tii contiWiie to be vary'd a&er (bme 
isibet ttianrier by the n^xr; and fb every 
t^titg proceeds in cndlefs CHknges, that 
is^^(as IniaintA4[>) inperpdtual MottoaL 
'Now all the local Motions tmaginable 
tieiQg acklKl^vledgM Accidents, increaf^ 
ihp, alterifyg,diinini(hing, and perifliingi 
without the-Deftrudion of the Subjed 
'which they modify, or iii'vuhich the^ 
«xi/i:, this Subjed cannot ^ be whhilf 
Hnag'Tnary, a mere abdra&ed Kotioi^ 
but f(>mething real and pbfitiW* Ex- 
tenfion cannot be this- 8ut)i|ed:, Hoob 
the Idea of ' Etitdiilioii i&ids'^iot neool^ 
^ t * (arily 
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Mquoh,; iUid t^erpfoff (as r.fa|^."jjyj^ y. 
iK)w):it muft be. Afltipi), finSjaH.' ^' 
tJ)or9,;,f||lo.tions ar£, . but.^the .ain^ripat 
Mo4>ficatij3a$ . of Adion^ as ,aU pirH' 
cviljif. !^dy& pr. Q|ijai^icy& ate b^t .,t^e 
.<Uffqipj>;t|..:..Mpdific»tioijs,. oj^!. ^^^jniiQ^ • 
pf S^lkjitj or Impepeirabjlity 'l.,IBa)ll 
put .^yop jq||nip4.ifl itf due {3la.w,"anid 
-Ibojy ;!!>.% ^re;fc^ree.,€ire4?t^al :^m- 
bii(«S)9rjl^Qpercys .j^re infeparAhlieV enti 

to q|ir .^nfes, w^ d ;n9^ y^^ believe 
withj^.yi}lg%r thac the Stars tt^mo 
bigger- ^tb^ ordinary Tapers, tbn jbc 
Sun and' MoG» 9re- nO; mor^ than a 
FoQtcp >wo in breadth, if your He?- 
fbn had not computed the Diftance 
between your Eyes, ajjid thofe Bodys, 
and meafur'd their rcai Bulk by their 
Appearances in fuohia diflance, with the 
other proper Arguments which I need not 
repeat to one that knows^emfb well? 
Is it not the fame thiog as to the 
diftinguiflbing the &xt .S4;ars from the 
Planets, and underftanding the true 
Motion o^ the latter, which is very 
different from what the Senfes exhi* 
bit ? I will not (tefqend To low as a 

0. 2 . ftreighc 
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IjCtter ufcigfit Stick appctriog crooked io the 
V. Water, or the Gobrs oq the Neck of 
a Dove ; ooribar Co b^ as the Hctt, 
Cold, Relifbes, aod Odors, chat ait 
HOC io the tfaiiss tbcmfelves, whicb 
we dmominaiir nom thefe Sniiatinm. 
But to coiDe home to the Sobjeft ve 
have io haod ; is ooc feal Mocios it 
felf fometimes lb flow, tfatt it is oot 
perceivVi by oar Senfes, no diffiogniflh 
able Remmral from one PcHot id aoo- 
xber, tho tbe Motioa goes cooflaotlf 
on all this while, and that we are 
convinced of it at laft by tradoobtcd 
EflcSs and vifible Interval, as in tbe 
Hand of a Clock or the Shadow of t 
Dyal ? And (b it is io Motions that 
are extremely (wift, where no Sooceflion 
is diftinQly obferv'd, as in the Paflage 
of a Bullet, or the like. To )udg of the 
Body of a Man or any other Animal 
by tbe external Surface, it wou'd feeni 
to have as little internal local Motioa 
(not to rpeak now of its infeparable 
A6lion) as Lead, or Gold, or Stone; nor 
wouM we . make a different Judgmenc 
of any Tree or Plant. And yet on- 
Icfs every Particle of a Tree were io 
motion, it cou'd neither receive Aug- 
mentation when it grows, nor Dimi- 
nution when it decays. Your Skill 
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in Anatomy, join'd to common Expe- Letter 
rience, will not let you queftion but V. 
that all the Particles of Animals are ^^^^^ 
in perpetual Motion as well as thofe 
of Plants, growing, decaying, trant^ 
piring) difloTving, corrupting, becom^ 
ing fat or lean» hot or oold, tho the 
Man fits ftiil, or the Beaft is aQeep, 
or the Tree ftands fixt in its place. 
The Circulation of the Blood and Sap 
to every imaginable Part> are now np 
Secrets in Natural Philolbphy. Nor is 
Iron, Stone, Gold, or Lead, more voi(l 
of this internal Motion, than thole 
they call fluid Bodys : for otherwife 
they couM never undergo thofe Alte- 
rations which Air, or Fire, or Water, 
or any thing elfe produces in theni. 
But tno by their being reducM into 
thefe Forms from a present difierent 
Skate, tho by their continual wearing, 
and final Change of Figure, ^is \cer- 
tain that their Parts are always in -^ 

rootioni yet they are not fo eafily nor 
quickly determine by other circum* 
ambient Motions (tho there are that 
do it very fuddenly) to change their 
Form or Situation perceptibly to our "^ 

Seafesi.wliich made People imagine that 
they had [t^ Mocioa ac^ fL% opr any 
p^culi2bfl>jta:aiitnaliOns. ' ' 

O i 19. NE- i 
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Letter 

,,V. i9.NEVERTH'ELESSthcTCry 

t^'v^^ remaining of fuch Bodys in dnb 'place 
is a real Action, the Efforts' and.Re- 
fiflance of this Pared being eciual for 
{ome time to the determining Motions 
of ^he neigliboring Bodys thii afl 
Upo/] ifj and' that will not fuffer it 
tt>;pafs cert^tq Bounds; which i^ eafi- 
)y 'uhdcrftodd' fr,orn what' I tove al- 
ready, no Icfs copioufly' tban plainly 
iait!"of (hb humberlels fuccefitfe De- 
'tertninaUon's of, potion, bf' «hich 
itiis'is one kind, ^antj called fcy the 
Pbqple Re((, to diRinguiOl, thiit State 
offtgdy from the loijal Mptlbris that 
arC'.Cifible. A Body ihat^'i^dfcends by 
'Crr'iVity or the ftrongeilml^plfe ctf oih^r 
' Bodjis, as its ow h Impuirt is ftroiieer th^n 
tlic Deteiminarioris that yy^M^to Upo 
tht way, is no tcCs in A^ion ch4t it 
■ is rclifted fro'rft adyancine fhVthef. Hy 
rlic 'yet rtrofi^ei* ;^cfi!Wice^*bV ^' the 
teiirtli, and hjndtf d' i^rb'nP^oi'a'a^b.ack 
'iif an eciual PretTuVe fi'dni-.the^odys 
t^tiindir, than aShip is ^^'thJut' A3i- 
■■6^i if the iforCe Of' tli^ Wiii¥ ilowiflg 
tbw'afds the mbi^ffof' t'iie' J^lfy^r, be 
t-qtri'I to that of the Sici6''fIMfi2''to- 
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of thef^.lerriie bcttei* o^ ^he otbe^ Lectcit 
and the SMpiJils. Bii^^ kpthis wl4il€ .V^ 
tfie Ship wis dtrpTiv^d bhiV of one (brt 5f ' 
Mot|6ta,' andndtpf all iSffof for Aail>ft[ 
jcib thori thati Iron^ of'Lcad, orGold^ 
tirhoffe Parts, • by their ' own inter riil 
Mofionj ^hd b^ the MoHbnis of tfce 
circum^bierit Bodysy are jperpetually 
^fowinfe ^andincreafing, or wearin^^ 
iXibldfir^^' 'decaying, changing, and pe^ 
fiflbfng-^n ' Ibmie other nianntr to us 
impeiCipriMe^V till By the Ruft-^&r 
Tafnitti^ri thefr Surface,-by theA»g- 
iTietJta^iorf or Diminution; -of their 
'<5l3?iirityy the^Alteratiofydf their F^Aib 
'or Figuri, <)r,bf - fotiib - other fenflbte 
Effefts, ^-weafe jntircfly'.CGflvinc'd'of 
It at lafti Since Reft therefore is bilt 
^a certain DdtermiriatidfidF the M(vfioa 
;of Bodysti' a rta! rtf' Adtort of ftefif- 
'tance^tj)^efcrt equal Moriodi, 'tis jjlaih 
<t% t^i^ i5;tto JIbfpruttf irfadivity ath\>i^ 
."riodys, bdt'bnfy a relative Repdfe'wii 
^yej^qft ' to' 'i^ier' 'Bodys tHat fcnfiWy 
'WiartBC'tlic^pace. ■•'-*' -- - - • "fi 

'^^'otidrt' <ais to (^6 W Mxf 'Rfefa- 
>l'bns0 itif a'rc^f ^^^,, .IffiVfe^Aon^ht 
•'Reft' a f rfvatWn^* or ^TAt Metion-'ilwas 
^: O 4 Aaion, 
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Letter Adion, and that Reft was a Faffioo ; 
V. whereasevery Motioo is as well a Paffioa 
in refped of the Body that gave it the 
laft Determioationt as it is an A£Hoa 
compared to the Body that it deter* 
mioes next. But the turning of tbelc 
and fuch Words from a relative to 
an abfolute Signification, has oca- 
fionM mod of the Errors and Difputes 
on this Subjed. However the beft Phi- 
lofbpbers and Mathematicians, ootwitb* 
ftanding their making Motion extrane- 
x>us and Reft elTential to Matter, have 
fairly acknowledge the a£lual conftant 
Motion of every Part ; being d>ligM to 
this by the irrefiftible Evidence of Rea-* 
fon and Experience. They grant that 
the fame inceilant Changes and Motions 
appear in the Bodys under ground^ as 
in thofe above it ; which is confirmM 
not only by the nature of the (everal 
Beds of Earth in Mines and Quarrys^ 
by the generation of Metals and Mi- 
/lerals, but al(b by the Appearances of 
all other (iibterranean Bodys and Fof- 
iils. They own that all the Pha:no- 
mena of Nature muft be explainM by 
. Motion, by the A(kion of all things on 
one another, according to mechanick 
Principles^ And -tis (o in efFed that 

tbey 
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they account for all the Diverfitys in letter 
Nature, for the elementary : and fenfi- v. 
ble Qyalitys; for all the Forms, Pi- yVV 
gures, Mixtures^ or other. Modifica- ^ 
lions and Alterations ofMattcn Tho(« 
who think the moft truly and nicely 
therefore on local Motion,^ cpnTidet 
the Points from which and to which 
the Body mpvcst not as in abfolute 
Repofe, but only as quiefcent with 
refpe^i to the Motion of that Body : 
anq tbo Mr. N e w t o h be deem'd 
an \Advocate for extended iocorpo- 
rear Space, yet he declares that per- 
haps no one ' Body is in abfolute Reft, 
that perhaps no ' immovable bodily 
Center^i^ to be found in Nature; and 
^in one:pIace he expreffes himlelf in 
theie^ VC^ords u Tbt VutgMr sttributt 
.^efiftMce to qukfsfm^ Md Imfulfe U 
movent Bodjs ; im Mot torn wi Kifi^ 
4$ tommonlj conceiv% src omfy reffic* 

tivcfy 
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* Fieri enim poteft uc nullum le rm qiikfcat Cor- 
pus ad quod loca mowfyic refoii^tui. Pag. 7. 

* HiMaiui'cx|brttl mom Coi^nim a'ctnObriiiii Jd 
Cemrom immobile^ quale timen ?ix cxtac io rerun 
NiCttfa. fag. 162. • , 

V Vulgui Ikmlcocim Vidc^ Impetnm 

fflOfCQcibus cribuit^ ftdjklaaa ^ i^^^uti.vid^o 

* * conci- 
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Ixnrf tivilj Hfiimgn^i fr(m one smatberj mjt 
•\!^ sre thoje tbimgi sdmsys im trme R/fdff\ 

Thus^ far that, defervedfy adjnir'd' Au^ 
fbor, who bas (eeo the fartbeft ofall 
Mu living into tb'^ adual State Qf 
|01atrer \ znd indeed >tl PKy ficks gug^t 
to be' dAominacei} frdin ipe Title te 
has ^ifreri;to the firft Book'of his Pria- 
cipIcfL' yizf. of the Matiom of Bodjs." 

21. I * KE E D not ask your par- 
^on, SI ky for bein^ fo particular, 
both becaufe it was jour requeft to 
ine, 5nd .for the" fike of tbofe wbo 
ire ignferaot of many things which I 
might Yujppofe to vou, and to whom 
jou mifent qevertbeJefs ftow wy Let- 
^ter, or "Ipcak of my40pinion, I tbipk 
^aftpr ait that has' l^'ia * laid , I may now 
'yeoturiei to' cohchjcl& thit jtif ion is ejfen- 
iidl to 'Miner y fiiice it muft be the 
T^al 5ubje^ of all thofe ModificatioDS 
which are xaird local Moiions, Chan- 
ges, Differences, or Diverficys ; and 
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t>^iricipally beiiiafe 'ib(blute ' Rfeppft; Lsitrt 
tf^ which theloaaiiity or LiuMO^ , ,v; 
Ms of ■Matter isis btiilt, is"ciitW(ihr ti'*'^ 
ififtroy'fl, andtirtrynowheretCeklfti 
Th'ii vulgar Error of-abfolute tett)*'? 
feccalibp'a by the Appearances ctf'heivy', 
liard,'"ind bulky Boctys ; ad* ttHhg 
tfce^'ijiif 'not chabge that ftr&ng IJIfftCT- 
•miiiWi'on (wh'iehth'i People' (Jid'*6t 
cofi'ceirtrobd-ifi'Aaibn) bat'liy''rtudi 
■JHibgtir iDctetjiiJniFiofis, whofisEiHfife 
#tre obfious tff'tliirSenres; Itiefhoii- 
.(ilu'dei'lirft (bit thete was laiVmate 
'Rett;' knd feconfdly thiiall BodjiS Wbjiy 
ffintiiiue in tjiat Stat6 wttlioiit'ftttie . 
■feVci^n Movefi frhich thti)/' l/njglil'd 
'■'^ot to tre MatteF, filicE all Bidys'yere 
-Mk'dteK and ■fliarwfiat vias tiieijri't'io 
■tHSfth's, warfo to .the Wtibl^. At 
•jy^rt,, the Pfiiloftphirs. 'made 'fin*' jfnfp- 
■fettfcles'ffoni the Notion of Rett; 'which 
tht/^eirnt ftoiri thilr Edocatibii, a'lid 
, from the fule Judgment of their Senfes; ■ 
''fpt'Vione is born 1 Divine, Riilofopher, 
'^o'l*' Politician, and' therefore every man 
"at thfc beginning Hands on the, fame 
'ground with the Vul^r, receiving the 
'Time Prejudices ahd Impreflions'j" and 
;Jidw,ever he matf'extricatehimfelffrom 
''fclHy 'Errors, yn if he leaves sny in 
"*'"•'•-' polTeffioB 
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Letter poflfeffion unexamined, be fliall always 
V. rea(bn himlelf into Coatradi&ions or 
AbCirditvs from that Prtnciplcy tbo 
otherwilc juftly reckonM a wife and 
able Peribn. Since therefore there is no 
(uch abfolute Reft in tboie Examples 
you have broueht, and that on the coo- 
trarv every ocner Parcel of Matter, as 
well as thefe, are in abiblute MotioOi 
you fhouM not fide with fuch Philo- 
topbers^ as were either the rood fuper- 
ftitious or the leaft perfpicacious ; nor 
ought you to argue at all from a vulgar 
Error : but feeing that every Part of 
Matter is provM to be always in mo- 
tion, you fixHiM conclude that Motion 
is eifential to the Whole, for the fame 
reafbn that you think Exteofion to be 
fbs becaufe every Part is extended. 
To all that will think without Biafs, 
Experience renders thefe Cafes parallel, 
and Reafon evidently demonftrates it- 

22. I HAVE induflrioufly omitted 
to fpeak any thing of the relative Mo- 
tions of all thofe Jtodys conceivM to be 
in Repofe ; and I fhall but hint tbeo 
now, to put you in mind that at the 
fame time they ceafe not to be abfblute. 
Every thing in the Globe of our Earth 

(which 
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(which is as troe of all the other Fla- Letter 
nets) partakes of its conftant Motion ; V. 
for the Motion of the Whole is but the 
Sum total of the Motion of the Farts ; 
which is not only plain from the Rea- 
son of the thing it felf^ but alio from 
the proportionable Force that is nece& 
(ary either to imprefs a new Deter- 
mination on any Body, or to ftop the 
Determination it has already acquired, 
for the one cainnoc be le(s than the 
other. Tho atlthe aflignable Parts of 
a Ball in Motion are at reft with re^ 
(pe£l to one another, or to their places 
in the Ball ; yet none will fay, i^uc 
chat they are all in a&ual Motion as 
Parts of the Ball, and in relation to 
every thing withoit it. SoaPai£:tagar 
ihares the MocioQ of a Ship under Saif^ 
to (ay nothing of the fpecific Motions 
of his human Syftem ; tho he's con- 
ceived CO be at reft, with regard to ths 
place wherein he fits, or to che other 
Parts of the Ship, which, notwitbftaod- 
ing the Motion of the Whole, keep the 
fame Diftance and Portion with reipc^ 
to him. I have like wile dropt* buc a 
word (in the fifteenth Paragraph) oP 
che Centripetal Force, by whicti all 
che Bodys of the £arch are drawn or 

tend 
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lutna ttanti cowards iiirOentn (as all otfaers 
V. to tbo l^toper Cent ere of ' their Motloos) 
nor have. I mentiodVi « 6flbiA6 td the 
cemrtfi^al rFotcef lA^ n^bich ! che>' eo* 
^kaioor to recede iffoiinchilCenueriai 
ilcdgbc Line, if ithey ani hccdiHcrwift 
doennio'd by fiDfloeftrdogeriCmific;: act 
SaoDC whtrPd abootva Sting itahcanSi 
in tCB Orbicbytbe-^Leather, theiSung 
^ ivbicfa, being ftrttcfatiby dieii4od6ii 
dp: dMBrStoae, bixnnnded towards tbfc 
iconic felf, bf its.Biibrta ito Ajri'df 
dirediy*ia ^very.^poin.of the Click 
it ide(cribesr ; aad attftft^faraecioK^lt it 
equally !cootraSedi tetixrards die ^tbao'is 
Haad *; 'whence k. fikUows, .'cUat. die 
Center approaches a$ flaiscbtb the Scoae 
as tbe Sfone does to di^'Ceater,^7wbfck 
yet' does tiot alwayi«jha]jpen fbrmaiiy 
seafon^ Notable Efibds depend*; on 
fhefe Foroes the anarer ttief ace to-being 
ecfual^ or die iirooger one c6 !efli is 
thkA* thb other ; * wherefore the/ ceatri- 
^petaf being mudh gre^tpr than the x:ea- 
trifiij^l Force of the Partsof (ibc K^cnh, 
tabiilig in likewife the Atmofphere, is 
om main realbn that it never lofe^ any 
of irs Matter, and that it ahvays con- 
tinues of the fanie Bulk or Dimenfions, 
the centripetal Force of Gravity that dc* 

tains 



tiins tfrt^' ^tr&\>B&6y9>'in th^f ' IOfBI*] mthk 
being confKlA'aMV ' ftrortgeS' thaft -the ^. 
cedtcifugal i^i^^e of tM<>ti6%'by whltM ^=^^^^*^ 
tbcy jftiwB. to %■ off in the TaDgewH 
ljec»tiiB>C*trfes of rtiefe Forcts be wTialf 
tbif^'okiWi' thtyarb ^nanfwcrable A^ . 
gutnbnts-to ifiy purpoie of a perpetual 
MdtiM i/i^tt^bifigs. But I ffaalj wriit 
m more confiermffg them, Idft I hiren* 
fibJy ii9jgage'<iay"fttf in a l^ifptite wiejb 
you aboi*' th|J » nttttiiie df ^Sfavity, ai 
wbcfcher ttid' wejg^'of Body^ be ahjirayi 
propottionial)l0> rd- their Qliahtii^ q( 
Mnter ) cbitis/ whether ^6re be more 
Maherais ttverdis more weight in i 
cubid Pobt^}f lead tha'O^ iti fa cubic Pob^ 
of Cot^i :)#lliibi'l knOHS yoti- tlaliii 
tain'aftet' oo'^lfcoiiMptibl^Phildlopb^s^t 

or wheiiheiti<b«^&me'Qflilabtfty of^axtelif 
be scomaio^d iiit^H^ ftin^e ->DiAQtflbn^' Of 

Meircury , (fcia- • «il v«V'' *r6ft, Ecwfe 
Ba«th;i W«€r, €flrit; t)^S*i^i %0'cljcir 
fpertfic '<5raV4iy9;^bei fo'"' 6misrk frtmi 
taioh ^otheri 'pHSiieditig p^t^Ij^'frbmex;- 
tarnaA' ffiSi^mi^a^ 'partly from' thoii 
idt«rtlil ^^d^ui^ or Mbdifn^aHotii. 
Which giv^ ttleif (tommon Matter tboi| 
voriotf^.FMlil tfiatconftitute their, Sp^ 
ci«9,' aad aM'()i(lingui(h*d by their Gra- 
vit)i^' «s <vH«y are by their Figures, Co* 
'--' lots. 
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Wicf Motion was fome Beiog imimately 
y. jdin'd to Matter however modify'd^ 

^^"V^^ aad that it was infeparable from tbe 
(ame. But this pretended Animaticm is 
utterly ufele^, (Ince Matter has Motion 
of it (elF^ and that there is no real Re- 
po(e. Theie enlivelitng Phibfophcrs 
were divided into feveral ClalTes ; (b 
many . Expedients are neceflkry to put 
(bme face of Truth upon Error ! Some 
of 'em^ as die Stoics, held tbb life to 
be. a Soul of tbe World, oo^extended 
with Matter, infinuated and infosM 
thro the whole and every part thereof, 
being ft feif j^flendally corporeal> tho 
hiEDit^ly finer than all other Bodys, 
K^hicH» in refpefl of its Subtilty and 
AJStiotty were reputed extrenseiy gfofi : 
l^ut the univerfal Soul of the Platonifts 
was immatecial^ and a pore Spirit. 
Others, ^& Strato of Lanopfacu?, 
and th,e' modern Hylozoicks^ ctfughe 
that.theiParticIes of Matter had Life^ 
andalfoadetgrae of Thought, op a: di-* 
riSt Perception without any Refle£lion ; 
to w bich H E R. a: c L I T a s of oid^ dud 
lately S pi n os a, added Underffaindkog 
or rtBex A&,wichoi\t ever removing the 
Piflbicultys apparently offering I them- 
feltres again ft futh a precarious Hypothe-^' 

■ fis, 
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fis,not as much as nibwirig'(thothis(?6n- Lcttdr 
icioufnels were grariced). Now theftve* . V. 
ral reafoning Particles 'cbu'd agree 'id- '^.^'^^J! 
getber to form the fame Bpdy or Syft^rti, 
or to feparate or jbih fo regutarty ipK 
certain occafions, withobi'any jarring 
or change of. Opinions',: 45' to thfeir /be- 
:ing belter iOr wbrfe iii Other pl3(;ei, 
fingle 6r iit nuiflercius' Cqmpany ;'n6r 
how, the all the Articles of a Maft 
haveSenlpand UnScti^JLadliig, he 'fincfs 
but one fgCh Faculty ih' himfelf,' ai^ 
that' Vacuity exerting its'Operacions'bflUjr 
in one place. No le[$ romantic 15 the 
plaftic Life of other Pliilofophers, <i'Hich' 
(accor^in^. to its itiqderrt'^eviyeV, the 
univ^f faljyjcarned Dr. C i> D w b R T h) 
is noc material, but an. inferior tor't .6f 
Spirit without; Senracion or Thought, 
yetendii'cT with a vital Operation and 
Energy j thefe Plafttcs teeming to di(- 
fer with the Hylozpics only about words, 
tho pretending aniighty Difagreemenif, 
to keep clear, I fuppofe, of the abfurd 
or invidious Confeiquences chargM on 
their Opinions ; as the Janfenifts and 
Calvinifts treat one another about 
Predcfti nation, in which Doftrin they 
certainly piean the fame things not- 
wiihflanding the nice diftinf^inns of the 
P z Janfenifts. 



Ill Motion effential to Matter. 

X^tter Jaeiepids. But all tbe(e Hypotheles 
v/ ari&'fb many vifible Shifts to accouac 
^^^i*-^Sry fqr the aSual 'Motion of ina^ive Mat- 
j;er,. Land to avoid, bringing God every 
'jnom^nt Qti the .ftage, and (etting him 
a work on all'^occanons, nay in all AQi-^ 
'Qns without di{lIn£iion^ and this top by 
an aBfoIute and unavoidable Neceflity. 
Thus far of luch as provided external 
pr foreijgn Mpvers of Matter ; and as 
Cor* tbbfe who allowed it naturalfy in- 
^ive, but a0igq'd no Caiufe for its 
.Motion, , as .An AxiMANDEn, A- 
.XAxiMENES^ and (bme other An* 
^tients 7 nor any Caufe either of. its Mo* 
.tign or Cogitation, as Spinosa a- 
'ijjo.dg the Moderns : thefe, I fay, are (b 
iunphiiofbpbical as to deferve no fur- 
ther Hiftory, and have always afforded 
matter of Triumph to the Stoics, Spiri- 
tualifts, andPlaftics, or reckon 'em by 
what other Names orDiftributions you 
may think more proper. ' 

24. BUT the moft univerfal Mif* 
,take proceeding from the fupposM la- 
aftivity of Matter is the Nbtiori of an 
infinite, extended, and yet incorporeal 
Space. Becaufe great matters are built 
on this fubflantial Space, and that men 

' '• - of 
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of great Name and' Merit have coun-- Letter 
tenanc'd it by their Approbation, I V, 
(hall give you the Hiftory of this ' ""^ 
Opinion, as I have done of the reft ^ 
tho r might juftly negle^i it afte^ 
having prdv'd Matter to be effentially 
adive, and that its general Motiba yurii 
the rmniiediate Subjed of. all the par- 
ticular motive Determinations, as Bk^^ 
tenfiohis the immediiite iSubjed: of'^hi^ 
{everal Fibres and Quantitys : for it 
was likewife to help Ilug^iih Wlatter 
to Motion j that this Space (as the 
room of its Aftion) was principally de* 
visM ; but Matter not being inaftive, nor 
wanting to have Motiga continually im* 
preft by an external Agent,- Space niay be 
extermiokted from Philolbphy, as ufe- 
lefs and imaginary. Excenfion is grant- 
ed on all hands to be infinite, for ic 
cannot be terminated by Ihextenfion; 
and the Demonftrations for this are fo 
univerfally known and acknowledge, 
that I fhatt not trouble you with re- 
peiting them. No left infinite is Mit* 
ter, whcA corieeivM as art exctttded tbiij& 
for you cati imagin no' bounds of it, to 
which you may not add more Extenfioii 
infinitely; -and rhertforc if irbe noc aftj* 
ally ifffinice,* itsFinitenefsmuft proceed 

P 3 from 
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Letter ftoiB Tome otberCaufebelides its Exteo* 
V. fiofi. l'fao(e who cnaintaiaM Adatttc to be 

L/V*^fiaucupoa phibfbpbical grounds, imfi- 
cmM it to be inaaive, divifible iDto 
Vit^s indepeofleflt fiad teparace, with 
vacaut lote^icesj .wt>kh' farts were 
liea^vy et light of tbe(plelr«fii andi had 
vatiQusfigjjrcs,4su'eUesdegRi^S|0£Mp> 
ttcii, wheit violently fprcMcmcpf their 
oatu^al ^ate pf Rel^. This nec^ilarily 
led *t:m to fuppci^ tioite Emepfiqos, at 
^be.fem^j^? fI)9C they aUow'd ano. 
U^r Exteo'fion^ which was iafinite. 
And then Utey cou'd not but ouk« 
tho(e Extentioiis effentially difibreoc in 
Other refpe^^s i (be one immovable, 
impenetrable, indivifible, unchangeable, 
liomogeneal, incorporeal^ and all-con- 
taining i the other movable^ penetrablei 
(Jivifible, changeable, heterc^epeal, cor* 
poi'eal,andcontain'd; cheonebetoheniog 
infinite Space, zpd the othf^r particular 
Bod^s. But this v^hpleDifliinction is built 
on mppofiog the thing inqucftioo, and 
by; the equivocal Sigoification of the 
words Place, Whole, Parts, Particles, 
t)iviribility, or the like i and therefore 
after they took ic for granted that 
Matter was finite, divided into Parts, 
that ic wanted Motion from el&where, 
and 
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and hada void Place wherein to ^,^hcn Lettei* 
they eftabliflhM this Wheel within 4 V. 
Wheels or one Extenfion penetrating 
zaotheti ^^ if Modes were penetrated 
by their Subjed. But all thefe Sapper 
ficions being (as I have often tddyou) 
only the Confeqaences of the maiii 
Suppofition, that Matter was inaflt ve> 
and the contrary of this or the eflen* 
tiai Motion of it being already de* 
monftratedy there is no reafbn nor to 
think -Matter infinite^ and that^' as 
Nothing has no Propertys, (b that the 
acknowledged infinite Extenfion belongs 
to this infinite Snbjedy which is infi* 
nitely modify M in its Motion> E^ten- 
(ion, and other iofeparable Attributes. 

25. I MIGHT conclude here, 
SIR; but to put this matter be3roiixl 
all doubt with you, I (hall be at a 
little more pains to (how how allthele 
things, which they attribute to Space 
and Body as their e^ential Differences^ 
do wholly belong witfioqt any contra^ 
didion to infinite Matter : fori gf ant 
that the(e Propertys have a real Ex^ 
iftence, and tho feemingly oppolite, 
they are but thc'Afiediohs of thefime 
Subjed:- under various Confiderations. 

P 4 When 
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i.ecter WbeaBodys are conceivM fioitc, <Bg- 
V. vable, divifible, ac reft, heavy or . light, 
^ ^ ' under different Figures, aod in various 
3uuations; then we AbArad: the Mor 
dific^tions from tbe Subjed^ or, if you 
will): the Parts, frqm the Wbole^ and 
iipagine proper Bovindarys -tQ- cectain 
Fornons of Matter/ which i^rare 
an^ diftiogui(l\ chem fronni all the reft, 
^^ence came originally the Notion of 
a; Void: but when w^confid^r in6o.ite 
Space as impenetrable, immovable^ in- 
diyiCble, the place which receive; ail 
B9dys,> wherein they mov0. and are 
contain^, it felf being void of all 
Change, Form, or Figure; then, on 
tlie ^contrary, we abftrad the infinite 
Subje6l from the finite Modifications, 
or the Whole from the Parts. Now 
Jet's apply this Podrin in particular 
Inftances. Since nothing can be added 
to Infinite nor taken away from ic, the 
Univerle-can neither increafe nor di- 
miuilhy there being no place without 
it to which you may remove what 
you divide from it, or from which 
you may bring what you add to it : 
ponlequently it is immovable and ior 
divifible ; and alio without all Figure, 
(ince it ha$ nQ ^uods or Limits ; 

and 
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aod immenfe,: fince tao finite Quantity, Lett^ 
tba o^ver fo ofceb rspeaced, can equal V. 
ciri nmeafure its E«crifion. Therefore* 
wjiedwc fay, that Space is alKcontaia^ 
i(ig^: we meanit. of [infinite Matter, 
to diiiinguifb.:tbeLWhole from the 
Parts, which yet are not different from 
tbCii Whole, -r Whciiv; we v ikf it per- 
m^ate&aii things^ V we ibftrai^ €lie Ex* 
tentiod of: Mattel: \ from its othet Pro^ 
peirtys^ J rland fb 1VC jid, when we £iyr 
it'a Tocort^reai, :ndtrtten ccmfideri^ 
ho(^h6riii&: than .as;!the M^ibeoKh 
ticHiQ9 in Points,, qrlinfes, or Sur%eiii 
Whoo Ife affirm iii;d^lone, we m^ 
fhai iHrisiafioiteiaQd i.iiidivifibls ;:i.fot 
therms . but one Univcrfe, thb there 
may : be number{e&. Wotids. 1 JKI^hea 
Wfi fay it is the Place of all thing;, 
w:e Rgtiify tbac it: is: the 3ub)eddf its 
own'Modi&catioosf whether Motions, 
pigOres,. -or others. : cWhcn we fay it's 
hooiogeoeal, we jneaa that Matter, is 
evQr the iimci be the Modifications of 
it devQr £b various. And laftly, wheo 
wq (ay : that finite iflodys cannot exifl 
without an io6nit6 Spac^, we only Gay 
that they cannot be.unief^they are ; for 
their own Solid tty or xhiir;Rerpe3:itc} 
other things ia all theitPlace; abllrading 

from 
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I^ccer from theUni verie of which they areParts, 
V. of whofe iofiaice Motion, Solidity, and 
EKtenfion, they finicely partake : for 
infinite Matter is the real Space and Fiace, 
9S well as the real SubieQ; of its own par* 
cicular Portions afld Modifications. 



( • 



.26. YOU may now perceive how 
this Notion of ablplute Space was 
forkiiM, partly by : gratuitous Suppo- 
fitioosi, as that Matter was finitei io« 
aftisre, and divifible; partly; by ab* 
^nftiog Exteafion, : the moft ot^rious 
Pffopitrty. of Matter, without coofider- 
if^'.iihe other Propertys, or their ab^ 
fehitp ConoeSibn ia the fame Si^^jed^ 
tbo each of ^em niay be mentally ab* 
flra£l6d from the reA^ which is of fin* 
gnlar ofe to Mathematicians 00 (everal 
OQcafions: provided fuch Abftradionsbe 
pever taken forRealitys, and made to 
exifl: out of the Subje£h from which 
they are abftra&ed, no more than 
plac'd in another Subjed uncertain or 
unknown. Matter is often abftraded 
from Motion, as Motion is from Mat- 
ter, (bare Solidity and Matter, Motion 
and Extenfioo, fixtenfion and Solidity, 
Solidity and Motion ; each of thefe 
may be and is taken by it (elf without 

any 
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9ay Cpnfideration of the refl:^ ^^hereas Lett«Q 
in reality the Motion of Alatttr dc* V/ 
pe{v]$ on its , SolM^ty and Exccilfion) 
and ib all of ^^<m iaieparably 00 one 
anojther^ But the Defenders of Space,^ 
after abftradtag^ ExteoGon J-om; Mat-^ 
tfir^. theq diftinguiflfd betMiteeafixren- 
(Ion in. general A^d.the particular Ex- 
tenfiicldof :M»t^,.of thisortbacfiody^ as 
iftbeiatter were (b(D( thing fupetadded ca 
tbe former, tbo they ceuM not aflign the 
Subj.e£i of t he fociAer iivbetber aJS^ 
^either Bod y , OQr :Spf;r it, or a nent ; kind 
of Nothing endowed with the Prdpcrtys 
of a Being. Nay many of them have 
not. .ftftck to\ln»k6 « pais for tbc Su- 
preme Being it (elf, or at Iqad for an 
iaAdgquate CoiKctptioq of GoAp as may 
be feen in the ingenious Mr. R ax p h- 
sotijC^ Book of ]^l Space, to whom 
I had an eye in the two foregoing 
Paf^rapbs ; tho^ as may. be like wife 
learnt from his own AuthorLtys, he was 
neither the fir ft Broacher of this Con- 
ceit) nor the only Maintainer of ii 
now* I am ikisfyM that moft of thoie 
Gentlemen did firmly believe the Ex* 
iftence of a J>eityi and I charitably 
hope it of 'en all ; but in my Opinion 
their unwary JZ^al refin'd him' into 

mere 
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Lkttcr tncrc Nothings or (what they wouM* 
V;' as litiie allow) they made Nature or 

t>^^^^ the Univerfe to be the only God : but 
theGoodnefs of their Intention ought 
(o (edire 'em with aH men of Candor 
ffoih^ the Charge and Conlequences 61 
Atheifin; Their Millaki however was 
perceivM by the Athetfts themfelyes^ 
aod inide the Subje^ of their Mirtb| 
as ill cbefe four Lin^s of a t^oeoti 
urberein, after cavilling before at (bme 
otheciNdtions of the Deity, they ridi- 
cule 'this infinite incor{>oreal Space on 
mucbnbe'tter! grounds! ' 






Otbetsi whdfs Hnis fuilimer Notions 

tricir 
Cumninglj ft ov€ thMt thoifrt Almighty 

Space ; 
Jnd Sf€Qt v^$re fitre is m>thing^ ergo 

Thou: 
Thefi Men fiif into Trntb they know 

not how.' 

And traly the fancy of one Extenfion 
penetrating another, made many others 
laugh, who are as far as any from A^ 
theifm or Irreligioo: and [bme of 'em 
wou'd fain learn where the Reafori 
and Wifdonl of extended Space refides; 

whether 
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^ivhether in the Whole, or in any of Lettqr 
the Parts, I fpeak of Parts in a fcnfe y. 
of Accommodation, for Infinite can have^ v 
none i but if with one of Cice^ro^s 
Diaiogids they wbu'd infer that the 
Whole mud have tJnderftanding, be- 
caufe (bme Portions of i't are intelligent; 
befides, not allowing the llnderfta^ndr 
iri^. of the Parts to belong in any 
manner to their Extenfion, we may 
retort with the other Speaker in C i- 
c E K, 6, , that biy the fame Argument^ the 
Whole mud be a Courtier, a^MuHciaq, 
a Jpahcing-mafter, or a PhiloJbpher, be- 
came many of the Parts are fuch. Bdc 
thefe'are Sophifms on both fides, by 
corifobriding variable Modes with^qfleh- 
^ial Propertys, or by afcribing true Ef- 
it&s to imaginary, foreign, or difpro- 
portionable Caufes. 

.27. AFTER accounting foe . the 
eiientiai Motion of Matter, you^Il find 
't1;iat the Compari&nsand Similitudeisira^ 
ther-rthan the Arguments of tho(e wb^ 
defend Space, prove nonfiore than thap 
yoU conceive what they mean, or elle 
tWt .lh6y gcirierally beg the Qucftioq. 
rtarf*fuppofe;wich an^ of them, that 
aJfSe'M^tj^^^ of the World is rediic'fl 
. by 
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tetter by God into two equal Spheres; thajt 
, ^-V. if they be. at adiftance frorti bnfe^ap- 
^^WV) ther, there is between therfi a i^leafu- 
rable Spade or Void ; or that if they 
tnlituaUy touch ia- a Point (as perfea 
Spheres inuft neceflarily dp) tbere is 
a SpK^ which is not ^qdy, betw«p 
the other Poiots of ibt'iT .CU^tAtff 
fence's. 'But is not al( this a.t tfje ftnje 
ritrfe to fuppole Master (inite, to fup- 
pofe this very Space which they pretend 
to prove; and frora ttp feafon'that I 
ciail fte^''btit "frott.the bare Confidera- 
"tipn of Gravity ?,. ;I qan with Mr. 
]LocK conceive the Motion oF oiie 
Body'alDrie Witljout. any other fucceed- 
ingimmediately^^rttb itsplace; but it 
iff'by abi^raflling this fingfe Body, and 
with-holding my Attention from ttigfe 
that really fuccecdit. I can with Him 
conceive two Bodys at a diflanc^ ap 
prbacbingbnfe atiother, without^ ^if- 
placirlgany thing'elfe till their Super- 
ficies cam'6' to meet;' but *tis t^'y ,ab: 
ftra£ling from alt ttiat they necpHanly 
diffilace:; for, as he judicioufly qbleryes 
himielf, it does not JFollpw that ]ah^ 
thing exifts in fucha ftaie^ mercty'i^^ 
caufe we can conceive it {p:,,pr t^cfc 
wou'd be great ftore bf itydraV'Cen- 
taurs. 
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tatirt,Chiniftra?, and other Monfters, Letitc^ 
v^ftkfthtvcr had a Being. But I grant V*^ 
td liitn-tfiat by fiicfa Inftances I per- 
h&ly tihderiland the Meaning of thofe 
who contend for Space or a Voi^ 
wbKh Was abfurd in the Cartefians 
tx^ dMy^ and unpardonable to difput? 
againft i thing, whereof they profeft 
to^ Have no Idesi. Mr. L o c k has all 
tKbif ;dtri be (aid on fcfiis Subjed;ih his 
JEf^^ cfpccialr 

if'ttixht thirifeenth Chapter of^. the 
teeond' Qpok> <vhere among other 
tftJiigfif 'fte ufcs thefe words : If B^dj ' te 
nbt/fuffbs^itnfnite^ which ^ I think^no 
QiiimUaffirfn^ 1 cm conceive m Mam At 
t^jxWemity of Matter^ dndfhdthif 
ciH fir etch hk 'Hdnd beyond hk B^. 
He/ttotiid not be ignorant how niiby 
a^rtnM the Infinity of Matter bejfofe 
he^ wars born, and^ \ am not the only 
Imcf tfmt does' if in his own. tiiji^^ 
bttttbd 1 cin a6ft'fa£t;,to my ftlf luc^ 
ittfagiffary Bounds^ jer I cannot ojeej 
irttft one. good' reafoa to perfiiadq ttc 
tfiit Ektenfion .r which he ackapw: 
ledges i(ifinice) Qoes exift any wher^ 
oSut 6F- Matter : I fay, that I find no- 
thnig'offerM to perfuade me olf ^his, 
bup 'luicH Soppofirions ast have^ready 
'- confuted ; 
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JjBtcer confuted ; not to infill on ioftymoua- 
y. table Difficulcysannng'fromthoSc fi^iti- 

t>^r^JQus ExcremitySias'to their Con fj^e^ce, 
Figure, whether aoy thing -CAn break 
loofefrom, them, whatbecomes of ilic^ 
Pra^iohs, and a^thpufaod other Rick 
dies.. I can further .^ratify tum. 'm 
the Confideratioa of divided ^drticles ; 
but I deoy th^ the ConttDjiit^jqf in- 
finite Matter can ever he (epa^c^ by 
Ji'ny dininft Sunfaqes with y^id inapr 
liiediate Spaces'; VforAy^ orilyyaM^rtfi 
(as I tnld you inttiejGxth arifj 'ffveiuij 
ParagEaptis) whi^cwercall Pai;ts>'COpf 
ilderin'g by it felf fp. much 0^,3)et5j|H 
Hon as is for o^r jiurpofe, aiod[:d]^ft|j^ 
guifllih^ fiich ■faj-c.els not by rpal iHt 
vif'ipns from the W^iblc, ,^ur hj( .tijie Mo- 
dificatibns of Color, liigure, M^iooi 
or "the like, as. we cohfider tljc Hffit 
withduc.the "Ligbt of the Sun^!„,H)^ 
fiys further,' That tbcfe.tvho.sftrt^fie 
IpifojJiliiUty of Spue exiftf/ig xeftlfoifiMtt* 
ier, mufi tiot' o/tlf_ make, Body. infiftitft ^' 
fnttff tlfo, deny s power ia (^"d.^tp Mfh 
hiufe'yday .fsrt of Metier. That i^ 
niake" Matter inHnite is confell ^ . but 
What he adds about Anniliilatiop is 
deny*d : for befides that no RpveUtion 
from God can<be produc'd^ wherein .be 
' ' bas 
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has declared that he will annihilate any Letter 

part of Matter, fo it is no Argument V. 

for a real Space, that God has it in his ^-/Wi> 

power to annihilate, no more than that 

the World ihall adually iinifh in three 

Days, becauie I conceive it poffible for 

God to deftroy it in that fhort time* 

I know no reafbn (of what he aflferts 

in the lame place) why the Main- 

tainers of infinite Matter (houM he loth 

to ffeak out their opimoHj any more 

chan the Maincainers of infinite Space^ 

or of any other Infinite, for the word 

is.appIyM to more Subjeds than one 

or two : and what made Carte- 

s I u s backward to aiSirm exprefly that 

Matter wa$ infinite, contenting him* ^ 

felf with the word Indefinite/ was his 

being fure on the one. band that Ex* 

tenfion was infinite'; and yer^ allowing 

withal that Matter was naturally in- 

a£live and really divifible, he cou'd not 

well deofionftrate its Infinity, tho you 

that read him (b often need no Proofs 

thM he (bmetimes poficively aifirmM ir. 

A^ ibr theTheologiqal Exceptions to this 

PoGtion, they arc of little weight, and 

flioeiY <h? Philofbphy of Tome Men to b« 

a^ little as tibeir Zeal is great and fervent , 

{HH* ido { |i>elieve that t he moderate and / 

' . . Q^ learned / 
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Letter learned Divines of our time will revive 
y^ the exploded Sophifms of their igooranc 
' Predeceflbrs. But I defire you wouM 
remember^ that notwithftanding my 
Diffent M^ith Mr. Lock about Space, 
I confider his Ejfgf cfHumM Vfiderftdnd- 
ifug to be the molt ufefulBook towards 
attaining univerlal Knowledge that is ex* 
tant in any Language ; as well as for help- 
ingMen to fpeak pertinently^intelligibly^ 
and accurately, of all kinds of Subjeds: 
nor have I affeded here to oppofe fo 
great a Man ; but knowing how much 
his Authority fway'd with you from my 
own Recommendation, I took care to 
remove the Prejudices you might thence 
entertain againfl: infinite Matter, its 
eflential Motion, or whatever might be 
built on fucb Foundations. 

• 

28. AND now, SIR, after having 
led me this tedious Chafe, by the work 
you took care to cut out for me in your 
ftiort but mod com preheti five Letter, I 
queftion not but you'll allow that Mo- 
tion ought to enter into the Definitioii 
of Matter, no lefs than Extenfion or 
Solidity. But if you demand the Defi- 
nition of Motion it (elf, I anfwer that 
I cannot give it, Aor any other Mao^ 

tho 
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tho never fb able ; not that we know Letter 
it the lefs for all this, but on the con- V. 
trary becaufe we know it better than 
any thing which is capable of a Defini- 
tion. Simple Ideas, fuch as Motion, 
Extenfiop, Color, Sound, are (elf-evi- 
dent, and their Names by no means de- 
finable ; but the fingle Words which de- 
note complex Ideas, that is, a ColIe61ion 
of fclf-evident Ideas confider'd as one 
thing, are the true Objeds of Defini- 
tion ; becaufe the feveral Terms for thofe 
Ideas, when put together, (bow the 
Conne£iion, Podibility, and Conception 
of the Whole. Thus all the Words in 
the world cou^d not explain Blue, nor 
give the clear Idea of it to one who 
never faw that Color; but (iippofing the 
fame Perfon never (aw any Gold, tho 
well acquainted with other Metals, yet 
he'll be able to form a diftind Notion of 
it, from the mouth of another who de- 
fcribes it of a certain Yellownefs and 
Weight, malleable, fufible, fixt, and the 
like. When the Names therefore of 
(imple Ideas are defined, we mufl not 
imagine it to be their Subjcfts ; for fy- 
nony mous Terms do not explain the na- 
ture of the thing, but give us the mean- 
ing of the Word in more intelligible 

Q^a Terms: 



^s. 
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Letter Terms : wherefore PafTage, Tranflatioo, 
V. Removing, fucceffive Application, arc 
J but other words for Motion, and no 
Definitions of the thing, no more than 
A R iSTOT L e's J& ofd hiing in power 
fo fsr forth m it is in power ; but all 
particular local Motions may be defioM 
by the Lines they defcribe, and the 
Caufes that deteitnine the Courle or 
Degrees of their Motion. The fame is 
€0 be underftood of the general Extend* 
on of Matter, and of its particular Deter- 
minations, by Meafure, Figures, or any 
other May* The Solidity of all Mat* 
teris likewife an intuitive or undefinable 
Idea. But I do not here understand So- 
lidity in the fenfe of Geometers, of eve- 
ry affign^d Quantity that has three Di- 
meniions ; but as Mr. Lock tlas fub- 
fiituted this pofitive Term, inftead of 
the negative one of Impenetrability, 
for the Refiftance we find in every Body 
to the Entrance of any other Body into 
the place it pofTefTes till it has left it : as 
a drop of Water equally preft on all fides, 
is an infurmountabie Obftacle for the 
flrongeft Bodys in the Univerfe to join, 
till it be removM ; and (b a piece of 
Wood will keep your two Hands from 
ever coming together, tho you endea- 

4f: vour 
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vour it never fb forcibly. The fame is Letter 
as true of all fluid and foft things, as of V. 
the molt fixt or hard, or heavy or light ; 
as true of Air and Pulp^ as of Gold 
and Diamonds ; which, as the mod 
exad: Mr. Lo c k again obfervesto you, 
diftinguiflies the word as put for an in^ 
feparable Property of Matter, from the 
common Acceptation of it, when (olid 
is put for hard, in which fenie it is a 
certain Cohcfion of the Parts of any 
thing difficultly (eparated, whereas in the 
Philo(bphical ^nfe it is a Repletion, or 
utter EKcludon of all other Bodys, and 
fb I have underftood it throughout this 
whole Letter, except in the third Para«* 
graph. 

29. I WON^T fay that Matter has 
no other efTential Propertys but thefe 
three of ExtenGon, Solidity, and AQii^ 
on : but I am perfuaded that from the 
due and joint Condderation of thefe a- 
lone, a world of its Phgcnomena may 
be better accounted for than hitherto. 
But few Difcoverys are to be expefted 
in natural Philofophy from one who ab- 
ftraQisaoy of them from the reft, or that 
Qiakes it alone the compieat ElTence of 
Matter : for 'tis moft certain that in 

Q^J Matter 
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Letter Matter thofe Attributes are never other- 
V. wife but meotally divided from one 
another. That Extenfion, for example, 
exhaufts the Idea of Matter, I deny ; 
fince it does not imply Sohdity or Mori* 
on : but that ail extended is Matter, may 
be very true, tho Matter be not barely 
extended, but likewife adive and (olid. 
But tho in the pure Conflderation of 
thole Ideas the one does not (uppofe the 
other, and that each of ^em has certain 
Modes which are conceived to belong 
immediately to it (elf, yet they are (b 
firmly linkt in Nature, that the one can- 
not exift without the other, and they all 
neceiTarily concur to the producing of 
thofe Modes which are proper to each. 
ExtenHon is the immediate Subje£l of all 
the Divifioos, Figures, and Parcels of 
Matter ; but ^tis Adion that caufes thofe 
Alterations, and they cou'd not be dif* 
tind without Solidity. AQion is the 
immediate Caufe of all local Motions, 
Changes, or Varietys in Matter ; but 
Extenfion is the Subje£l and Meafiire of 
their Diftances: and tho upon Solidity 
depends the Refii^ance, ImpuKe, and 
Protrufion of Bodys, yet 'tis AQion that 
produces them in Extenfion. Solidity, 
Extenfion^ and Adion, are therefore 

three 
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three diftin£^ Ideas,' but not three diffe- Letter 
rent things; only the various Confide- V. 
rations of one and the (elf^fajDe Matter. 
To return to our particular Sub jcft, you 
may eafily perceive by this time, that 
the J^is motriXj the true motive Force is 
this efTential Adiori of Matter ; and 
that the Fu imprejfa, the imprcft Force- 
of particular Bodys, is (bme Determi- 
nation of the general Adion : for in this 
(enfe it's indisputable that nothing can 
move, that is, determine it felF, till it 
be determined by fbme other thing : (b 
that Matter being a£tive, the Direction 
given to that Action in any part, wouM 
of it (elf for ever continue, becaufe no 
EfFcAcan be without a Caulci and by 
conlequence this Direction muft be 
changed by fbme greater Force, as that 
by another, and G^on, one never ending 
but for another to begin, no more than 
any Figure is deftroyM in Matter, but 
to make place for another. Thus one 
Motion is always fucceeded by another 
Motion, and never by ablblute Reft, no 
more than in any Parcel of Matter the 
ceaflng of one Figure is the ceafing of all, 
tt^hichisimpoflible. Thefe Determinati- 
ons of Motion in theParts of (olid extend- 
ed Matter, are what we call the Phsno- 

Q^ 4 mena 
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Letter mena of Nature, and' to which we givtt 
V. Names or afcribe U(es, Perfe£bion or 
ImperfeQion, according as they affed 
our Senfes, and cau(e Pain or PJeafure 
to our Bodys, contribute to our Prefer- 
vation or Deftrudion : but we do not 
always denominate 'em from their r^al 
Caufes, or ways of producing one ano- 
ther, as the Elafticity, Hardnefs, Soft- 
ncC, Fluidity, Quantity^ Figures, and 
Relations of particular Body $. On the 
contrary we frequently attribute many 
Determinations of Motion to no Cau(e 
stall, as the fpontaneous Motion of A* 
nimals : for, however thofe Motions 
may be accompany'd by Thought, yet, 
conlider'd as Motions, they have their 
phyficalCaufes, asa Dog's running after 
a Hare, the Bulk of the external Objeft 
afting by its whole Force of Impulfe 
or Attraflion on the Nerves, which are 
ih difposM with the Mulcles, Joints, and 
other Parts, as to produce various Mo* 
tions in the Animal Machine. And 
whoever underftands in any meafure the 
A6lion of Bodyson one another by their 
immediate ContaG, or by the imper- 
ceptible Particles that continually flow 
from tl-em, and to this Knowledg joins 
that of Mechanics, Hydroftatics, and 

Anatomy, 
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Anatomy, will be coaWncM chat ail the Letter 
Motions of fitting, (landings lying, rir V. 
fing, running, walking, and fuch others, 
have their proper, external, oiaterial, 
and proportionable Determiaationst 
After Mr. Newton, in the Preface 
of his Mdfhematical Princifles of Natt$^ 
ml Phiiofophjj has (poken of Gravityi 
Elafticity, Refiftance^ Impulfe,and At- 
tra£l:ion, and of his Explication of the 
mundane Syftcfli by thefe Principles ; 
* / mjh, adds he, that we coud by the 
fitme Method ofreafoning be able toex^Ui» 
the other Phanomens of Neture from me^ 
shanic Principles J for I am induced by di^ 
vers ConfiderAtions to fnfp^ a little^ thst, 
aB thefe maj defend on eertein Foreesi 
whereby from Cenfes yet undif covered the 
Particles of Bodys ere mutually imfelPd 
Again fi each other ^ and cohere according t^ 
regular Figures^ or whereby they recede 
and are driven from one another: which. 

' Udnam cxtera Naturx Phxnomena ex Principik. 
'mechaoicis eodem argumencandi genere derivare li- 
cerec I Nam mulca me movent, ut notinfhil fufpicer et 
omnia ex viribos quibufdam pendere pofle, quibusCor* 
porumparticdlaspercattiasnondum cognicas vel in fe 
muctto impeUuncur & fecundum Figuras regolares cohe* 
rent, vclab invicem fugantur & recedmit : quibus vifr 
btts ignoth, Philofophi haftevos Natunun nroflra tca^ 
caruQC. 

Forces 
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Letter F^ces kimgyei mdu$^m^ the PhUofafben 
V^ . ^^^^ bit her to sitewtfted Nsimre im viim. 
' What thofe particular Forces and Fi- 
gures may be, with their Reafons 
and Degrees, none in the world is fo 
well able to dilcover and reduce into an 
intelligible Syftem, as the moft excel* 
lent Author : but as for the general or 
moving Force of all Matter, I wou'd 
flatter my (elf^ that I have done fome- 
thing towards it in this Letter. 

30. THUS r have retqrnM a par* 
ticular Anfwer, I thiok| to every De- 
mand in yours, except to your laft Ob- 
je&ion, which (were there degrees in 
Truth and Falflbood) is more feeble 
than all the reft. That Mfter Admitting 
tie ABivity of Matter ^ there feems to be 
wo need of d frefiding Intelligence : which> 
give me leave to fay it» is the moft 
thoughtlefs ^nd unweigh'd Expreflion I 
ever knew to drop from your Mouth or 
Pen ; fince you do not allow your (elf 
to draw invidious Confequences con- 
trary to the Ferfuafion of your own 
Confcience, as but too too many are 
known to do. Beddes, that God was 
able to create this Matter afkive as well 
as extended^ that he cou^d give it the 

one 
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one Property as well as the other, and Letter 
that no reafbn can be affign'd why he V. 
fhouM not endue it with the former 
as well as with the latter ; is there 
likewile no neceflicy that he (bouM 
ever or rather always direft its Mo- 
tions ? Can the Formation of Animals 
or Plants be accounted for from the 
Adiion, any more than from the Ex-* 
tendon of Matter? Or are you able to 
imagine that the Adion and Rea£iion of 
Bodys, of all the Particles of Matter on 
one another, couM ever have the Contri- 
vance to make any one of thofe admi- 
rable vegetable or animal Machines ? 
All your Skill in Mechanifm can no 
more help you, than it did Cakte- 
sius, to find out Rules and Engines 
for making either a Man or a Moufe. 
All the jumbling of Atoms , all tbt 
Chances you can fuppofe for it, couM 
no more bring the Parts of the Uni- 
verfe into their prefent Order, nor con- 
tinue them in the fame, nor caule the 
Organization of a Flower or a Fly, thaa 
you can imagine that by tumbling to- 
gether the Letters of a Printer a millioa 
of times, they ibouM ever fall at laft 
into fuch a Pofitton, as to make the 
^ffe§$ of V I K Q I L> or the llids of 

Homer, 
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Jjetter Homek^ or any other Book in the 
V. world. And as for the Infinity of Mat- 
ter, it only excludes, what ail reafooa- 
ble and good Men muft exclude^ an ex- 
tended corporeal God, but not a pure 
Spirit or immaterial Being. I am per- 
fuadedy that in omitting many other 
common Obje£lions, you purpo(ely 
(parM me, knowing there was oo end 
of Abfurditys from falfe or precarious 
Syftems ; Abfurditys (b monftrous, thac 
they have driven (everal of the Carte* 
fians (to name no others) to as moa* 
ftrous- Hypochefes, when not knowing 
wherein confided the moving Force^ 
and for avoiding the TranficiQn of Ac- 
cidents from one Subjed: to another, 
they are not afham'd to fay, that God 
takes the Motion from one Bowl that 
is running forward* (for example) and 
communicates ic to the other againft 
which it rubs, continuing it during its 
Courfeby his immediate Q^ncurrence^ 
and taking it away by fuch degrees as 
are obferv'd in the ordinary Laws of 
Motion. Is this to explain any thing ? 
*Or are thefe the men that laugh at 
Sympathy, Antipathy, occult Qualitys, 
or the like ? I know to whom I ad- 
dreft my £blf, when I fpeak of every 

thing 
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thing fo fuccinftly ; any the leaft Hint Letter 
being enough for you, to work out all y^ 
the reft by your own moft happy Ge- 
nius: befidesthat the ordinary Solutions 
can never (atisfy any man who denies 
the ordinary SuppoHtions. 

31. PRAY, againft your writing 
to me next, be pleasM to confider 
whether the Mathematicians (who are 
generally the beft and ftriflefl: Rea- 
fooers, tho they build fbmetimes on 
groundlefs Suppofitions, and have often 
made real Beings of abftraded lijeas) 
whether, I fey, they did not perceive, 
without reileding that they did fo, the 
Necedityof this intrinfick and efTential 
A£^ion of Matter, by their Conatus dd 
Mottim f I have purpofely omitted in- 
lifting on this, when I fhowM you that 
it was the Difcovery of the fame per- 
petual and univerfal Adioa, that gave 
a Being to the Syftems of the Stoics, 
Plaftics, Hylozoics, and others : for 
my Intention h^ not bin to write all 
I cou'd fay on this Subjcd, but as 
much as I thought neceffary to anfwer 
your Objeflions, and to bring you over 
to the lame Opinion. Neither will 
I potot out to you what further uie in 

Philofophy 
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Letter Philofbphy may be made of ibis ef- 
V. (ential Motion of Matter, befides a 
clearer Knowledg of Nature in g^ie- 
ral, and the particular Decifioo of 
the Controverfys about the moving 
Force, about local Motion without 
or with a Void, about the nature of 
Space, and the InBniry of Matter. I 
am conRdcnc that before your reading 
thus far, you have already made the 
Application of this Do£trin to feveral 
other Diiiicultys, having impartially 
revolv'd in your own Mind the un» 
(atisfaftory Gueffes and miferable Cir» 
cles, rather than genuine Explications 
of the Schools ; and that you have confi- 
der'd likewife what numberlefs Errors 
may branch themfelvcs over the whole 
Body of Philofophy, from any one falfe 
Principle laid down for undifputcdTruth, 
without Proof or Examination. What 
Obfervations of this kind I have made 
my felf from time to time, I (hall 
freely impart to you and our common 
Friend, who alone philofophizes at 
Court, and who exceeds all the reft 
in Politenefs and Addrefs, as much 
as he does in Wilciom and Literature, 
his fuperior Genius and admirable 
Senfe no lefs diflinguilhiog him ia 

ordinary 
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ordinary Ceremonys, than in the oiceft Letter 
and mod: arduous Points of State Af- V. 
fairs. But I fiiall give you no further 
trouble, S I R, till you are next diP> 
pos'd to honor me with your Conn* 
inand$«. 
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